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From the Presbyter’s Desk 

Mission: Compassion in Action
"Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. 
Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved..." (St. Mark 16:15–16)

As we observe Mission Month, it is important for us to remember that mission 
is not merely a request from our Lord, it is His divine mandate. Jesus 
commissions every believer to go into the world and proclaim the Good News 
of God's saving grace. At the heart of this Good News is the message of the 
Cross: through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, forgiveness of sins and the gift of 
salvation are offered to all who believe.

The Church is called to move beyond being defined only by its structures, 
traditions, and regulations. Our true calling is to reflect the compassionate 
heart of Christ. Rather than becoming known merely for rules and governance, 
the Church must become a place where broken lives are restored, sinners 
experience God's forgiveness, and every person encounters His unconditional 
love and grace.

As we celebrate Mission Month, let us renew our commitment to God's mission 
by focusing on these five priorities:

1. Pray that God will lead us and use us in His mission.
2. Proclaim the Good News faithfully, sharing the message of Christ's love 

and salvation with everyone.
3. Give generously, recognising that giving is an act of worship. Let us give 

willingly, without expecting anything in return, to support God's work through 
His Church.

4. Nurture God's people, caring for those whom the Lord brings into His fold 
and helping them grow in faith.

5. Make disciples by leading people to experience God's grace, forgiveness, 
and transforming love, so that they too may go and make disciples.

May this Mission Month inspire each one of us to respond wholeheartedly to 
God's call. May He open new doors for ministry, deepen our compassion, and 
empower us to be faithful witnesses of His Kingdom.

May God bless us all. Amen.

Rev. Samuel B. Pujari
Presbyter-in-Charge
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Reports of Activities by the Wings & Ministries 
Care for the Elderly 

We thank our Almighty God for blessing us with yet another Care for the 
Elderly fellowship, where we gathered to grow in our faith and experience 
His wonderful love and grace.

This month's speaker was Rev. Dr. Allan S. Palanna, who shared an 
inspiring message on the theme, "Still Believing, Still Blessed."

The meeting began with an opening prayer led by our Pastor, followed by a 
time of joyful praise and worship led by the Youth, as we lifted our hearts and 
voices in thanksgiving to God.

In his message, Rev. Dr. Palanna spoke about the challenges of living in an 
age of information overload. He reminded us that not everything we 
consume through media and technology reflects the truth. As believers, we 
are called to remain firmly rooted in God's Word rather than allowing our 
thoughts and perspectives to be shaped by the constant flow of information 
around us.

He challenged us to reflect on an important question: What shapes our 
thinking our faith in God or the algorithms that increasingly influence 
our daily lives? He observed that today's "new colonisers" are attention, 
data, emotions, habits, and screen time, all competing for our focus and 
affection.

He further explained that three kingdoms compete for the human heart:

• The Kingdom of God
• The Kingdom of Self
• The Kingdom of the Market

Everything we watch, read, and engage with strengthens one of these 
kingdoms. He also referred to Bob Dylan's well-known song, With God on 
Our Side, illustrating how easily people can assume God supports their own 
perspectives without seeking His truth.
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Rev. Dr. Palanna encouraged us to remain steadfast in our faith by 
cultivating five spiritual necessities:

1. Prayer – faithfully praying for our children, grandchildren, and families.
2. Discernment – seeking God's wisdom to distinguish truth from 

falsehood.
3. Community – remaining connected to the fellowship of believers, where 

we encourage and strengthen one another.
4. Scripture – allowing God's Word to guide and transform our lives.
5. Hope – trusting in God's promises, regardless of life's circumstances.

He concluded by reminding us that we are called to resist the pressures of 
the world through faithful action and persistent prayer. As he beautifully 
expressed, "Prayer is not about getting what we want, but about 
seeking God's will." Let us continue to kneel before Him in faith, trusting 
His perfect plan for our lives.

The meeting concluded with a wonderful time of fellowship, as members 
enjoyed encouraging conversations and strengthened their bonds of 
Christian friendship.

Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri
Convener, Care for the Elderly

Men's Fellowship

         Visit to CSI Bethany Church & Ashram, Channapatna

Members of the Men's Fellowship of St. Andrew's Church visited CSI 
Bethany Church and Ashram, Channapatna, departing at 7:15 a.m. for a 
day of worship, fellowship, and Christian service.

We joined the local congregation for the Sunday worship service and later had 
the opportunity to interact with Rev. Samson, members of the Pastorate 
Committee, and the six elderly residents of the ashram. It was a meaningful 
time of fellowship, encouragement, and learning about the ministry being 
carried out there.
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Women's Fellowship

The four-acre campus comprises the church, the ashram, a cemetery, 
and a former mission hospital that is no longer in use. While we were 
deeply touched by the warmth, hospitality, and joy of the residents, we 
also witnessed the many challenges they face. The ashram is in urgent 
need of repairs, improved basic amenities, and sustained financial 
support, as it depends largely on the generosity of donors and the local 
congregation.

We request all members of St. Andrew's Church to remember the 
ashram, its residents, and its ministry in your prayers. May God 
continue to strengthen this ministry, and may we be inspired to support 
it with compassion, generosity, and love.

Mr. J. A. Prakash 
Convener, Men's Fellowship

Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.

The Women's Fellowship of St. Andrew's Church met online on 4th 
July 2026 at 3:30 p.m. for our monthly Bible Study.

The session, titled "Jesus Gives Hope," focused on the life of Mary 
Magdalene. Together, we reflected on how God, in His boundless grace, 
gives us second, third, and countless opportunities to begin anew. We 
were reminded that none of us is defined by our worst moments, but by 
God's redeeming love and transforming grace.

Mary Magdalene's journey from being possessed by seven demons to 
becoming a devoted disciple of Jesus powerfully demonstrates the 
life-changing impact of encountering Christ. We reflected on how our own 
lives have been transformed since coming to know Him and considered 
how we respond to the many opportunities God graciously gives us.

Drawing from Luke 8:1-3, we studied how Mary, along with other women, 
faithfully supported Jesus' ministry. We discussed the contrast between 
her life before and after meeting Christ and reflected on how her story 
speaks into our own journey of faith.

From John 19:17–25, we were reminded of Mary's unwavering loyalty as 
she remained with Jesus through His suffering and crucifixion. Her 
faithfulness, recorded in all four Gospels, inspired us to reflect on those 
who have stood by us during difficult seasons. We shared personal 
experiences of God's love expressed through the loyalty and care of 
faithful friends.
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The study encouraged us to remember that, just as Mary was 
transformed from rejection to acceptance, we too are made new in Christ. 
We reflected on the freedom we have experienced through His grace and 
discussed how we can extend that same grace to others by offering 
forgiveness, compassion, and second chances. We also examined our 
own faithfulness, asking ourselves what kind of friends we are and 
whether others can depend on us during life's challenges.

As we concluded the study, we spent time thanking God for rescuing us 
from our hurts, failures, and burdens, and for the freedom and healing we 
now enjoy in Christ. Inspired by Mary's grateful devotion, we discussed 
practical ways of expressing our gratitude to God through our words, 
actions, and service. We were also encouraged to show appreciation to 
those who have faithfully journeyed alongside us.

The session was a tremendous blessing, enriched by the heartfelt sharing 
of our sisters in Christ. We thank Mrs. Kumuda Sujay for prayerfully 
leading us through this meaningful Bible study. We pray that God will 
continue to bless and strengthen her ministry.

Looking ahead, the Women's Fellowship, together with the various wings 
of our church, is organising an Ethnic Day on 9th August 2026. This 
event is being planned to bring together the entire St. Andrew's Church 
family on a common platform to celebrate our rich cultural diversity, 
strengthen our fellowship, and enjoy a joyful time together. We warmly 
invite every member of our church to participate wholeheartedly and help 
make this event a memorable success.

May God's richest blessings be upon each one of you.

Mrs. Daisy Richard
Secretary, Women's Fellowship

Mission and Evangelism 
By God's grace, this has been a month of steady faithfulness and 
encouraging progress in our Mission & Evangelism ministry. From the quiet 
consistency of weekly worship at Tubagere to the Church's commitment to 
observing August as Mission Month, and the opportunity to extend 
practical support to a member in need, there is much for which we give 
thanks and much that calls us to continued prayer.

At the heart of this ministry is the regular worship service at the Tubagere 
Mission Field, a simple yet powerful testimony of God's faithfulness in 
sustaining the congregation week after week. Alongside this, the search for 
a permanent place of worship at Tubagere continues. Establishing a 
permanent worship space is an important step towards strengthening the  
ministry and providing a stable foundation for future growth. We humbly 
request the congregation to uphold this effort in prayer, trusting God to lead 
and provide in His perfect time.
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In keeping with this spirit of mission, August will be observed as 
"Mission Month" at St. Andrew's Church, with each Sunday dedicated to 
highlighting the Church's mission work. This is an invitation to every 
member of the congregation to participate actively through prayer, 
worship, giving, and service. Together, let us make mission not merely an 
annual observance but a continuing expression of our commitment to 
Christ's Great Commission.

Last month, the Mission & Evangelism Committee awarded a Rs. 
30,000/- grant to assist a member of the St. Andrew's Mission Field in 
Tubagere who was experiencing financial hardship. The recipient 
expressed heartfelt gratitude for the timely support, sharing that it came 
at a moment of genuine need and served as a tangible reminder of God's 
love and the compassion of His Church.

We sincerely thank all who faithfully support the Mission & Evangelism 
Fund through their prayers and generous giving. As we enter Mission 
Month, we encourage every member of our church family to join us in 
prayer, participation, and generosity as together we continue to share 
Christ's love and further His mission.

Mr. David Soans
Convener, Mission & Evangelism

Sunday School

We thank and praise God for His abundant grace and faithfulness as He 
continues to bless the Sunday School ministry at St. Andrew’s Church.

On 12th July, the Kannada Sunday School children beautifully 
presented the Kannada Sankeerthane, “ಮಾನವರನು� �ೂೕ�� �ೖವ �ನದ 
�ೕದ�ದು”, during the Kannada Worship Service. Their heartfelt singing 
was a blessing and an encouragement to the congregation.

During the English Worship Service on 26th July, children from the 
Toddlers class through Class 10 joyfully rendered the song “L-O-V-E, 
Love” by Jana Alayra. Their enthusiastic participation reflected the joy 
of learning and worshipping together.
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Also on 26th July, the State-Level Bible Union Examination was 
conducted. A total of 19 children and 13 adults participated with great 
enthusiasm, demonstrating their commitment to studying and growing in 
God’s Word.

We thank God for the opportunity to participate in the inter-church 
event, Ahavah, held on 1st August 2026. We are deeply grateful for the 
time, dedication, and talents of all the participants, teachers, and parents 
who contributed to this event. Through the many practice sessions, the 
children not only prepared diligently but also built meaningful friendships, 
learnt the value of teamwork, and experienced Christian fellowship.

A special session was conducted for the Young Adults from both the 
Kannada and English Sunday Schools by Mrs. Naina Watsa on the topic, 
“How Can I Be Pure as a Christian?” The session encouraged the 
young adults to pursue godly living and remain steadfast in their walk with 
Christ.

Our regular Sunday School classes continue each week under the 
dedicated leadership of our dynamic teachers, who faithfully guide the 
children in discovering the treasures of God’s Word. We thank God for 
their unwavering commitment and loving service.

All these activities and programmes are possible only through God’s 
grace, the constant prayers and encouragement of the St. Andrew’s 
Church family, and the guidance of our Presbyter, Rev. Samuel Pujari.
We humbly request the congregation to continue remembering our 
Sunday School ministry in your prayers as we strive to nurture young 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj
Sunday School Superintendent

Music Ministry 
Celebrating the Gospel in Many Tongues

Vernacular Music Evening 2026
"After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb." - Revelation 7:9

India's rich linguistic diversity is one of God's precious gifts. On Sunday, 26 July 
2026, St. Andrew's Church celebrated this blessing through a unique Vernacular 
Music Evening, organised by the Church Music Ministry. Members of our 
congregation representing diverse linguistic backgrounds came together to 
worship God in their mother tongues, reminding us that while our languages may 
differ, our faith in Jesus Christ unites us as one family.
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• A new 
•

• Church 
• Our the he is facing from 

the 
• Mr. V. r and P. who have started 

their near 
• The Migration states have 

come for touch their needs and 
bring and through our Prayers and 
Presence. 

The evening commenced with the Kannada congregational hymn "Intha Olle 
Samayadolu," followed by the welcome address by Mr. Vijay Kumar 
Palanna, Secretary of the Pastorate Committee, the Scripture Reading, and 
sixteen musical presentations in ten different languages. The service 
concluded with the beloved Kannada hymn "Kristyesu Swamee 
Vasisemmolu" (Abide with Me) and the Benediction, bringing a memorable 
evening of worship to a fitting close.

The programme featured songs in Gujarati, Hindi, Hebrew, Konkani, 
Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali, Tamil, Telugu, and Tulu, each reflecting the 
beauty of its language while proclaiming the one unchanging Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The Kannada congregational hymns beautifully wove the service 
together, enabling everyone present to participate wholeheartedly.

Among the many memorable highlights of the evening were:
• The St. Andrew's Youth Fellowship, whose energetic and inspiring 

presentations in Hebrew reflected both creativity and a willingness to 
explore beyond the familiar.

• The St. Andrew's Church Choir, which presented the original Malayalam 
composition "Anudhinamenne Nadathidunna," written by its senior 
member Dr. E. Janifer, and also rendered the treasured Tulu translation of 
"Lead, Kindly Light" (Prakasha Kordu) in its original tune, Lux Benigna.

• Stuthi, our Kannada choir, which rendered "Aa Haa Haa Hallelujah" in its 
original Nepali, under the guidance of Mrs. Sharon Lepcha Singh from 
Darjeeling. She later joined Stuthi in presenting a lively Tulu hymn, creating 
a beautiful exchange of languages, cultures, and Christian fellowship.

• SAME (St. Andrew's Men's Ensemble) was warmly welcomed as they 
ministered in church once again after a long interval with inspiring Tamil 
hymns, which followed an inspiring Tamil Medley rendered energetically 
by our own church talents, led by Mr. Billy Graham.
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• A delightful blend of traditional hymns and contemporary worship songs 
presented by participants of all age groups from youth to senior members, 
beautifully reflecting both the diversity and unity of our congregation.

Each hymn carried a unique message of thanksgiving, hope, guidance, praise, 
dedication, salvation, and Christian living, affirming that God's truth speaks to 
every heart and every culture.

In his reflection, Rev. Samuel B. Pujari highlighted the biblical significance of 
languages. Referring to the account of Babel, he reminded the congregation 
that while languages once symbolised division, in Christ they become 
instruments of unity, worship, and the proclamation of the Gospel.

The blessings of the evening extended far beyond those gathered in church. 
The entire programme was streamed live on the Church's YouTube channel, 
and by July 29, just three days later, the recordings had already received nearly 
2,500 views, allowing this unique celebration of multilingual worship to reach 
and bless audiences well beyond Bengaluru.

As a church richly blessed with members from many parts of India, we thank 
God for this memorable evening. May He continue to use the rich heritage of our 
many languages and musical traditions to proclaim the Gospel, strengthen His 
Church, and draw many more people into the fellowship of His Kingdom.

Wg Cdr I. D. Soans
Convener, Music Ministry

Youth Fellowship

Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ!

We thank God for carrying us through the month of July and for His unfailing 
faithfulness in leading us through all our activities.

On 11th July, our Youth Fellowship participated in the Inter-Church 
Competition hosted by Shanti Church, Attur. By God's grace, we were 
blessed to secure First Place in the Western Group Singing category. We 
thank God for this opportunity and for enabling us to use the gifts He has given 
us for His glory.
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On 18th July, as part of our outreach ministry, we visited the home of our 
church member, Mr. Prem Kumar. It was a blessed time of fellowship, 
encouragement, and prayer as we shared God's love and strengthened one 
another in faith.

On 26th July, we had the privilege of participating in the Vernacular Music 
Evening held at St. Andrew's Church. Our Youth Fellowship presented 
songs in Hindi and Hebrew, joining members of the congregation in 
celebrating the richness of India's many languages while glorifying God 
through music and worship.

The Youth Fellowship also continues to support the Care for the Elderly 
Ministry, faithfully serving and volunteering whenever needed. We thank 
God for the opportunity to minister alongside our senior members and learn 
from their wisdom and faith.

We meet every Sunday after the worship service for a time of Bible study, 
where we grow together in God's Word. In addition, we gather online every 
Saturday at 8:30 a.m. for prayer. We warmly invite all the young people of 
our church to join us for these times of fellowship, spiritual growth, and 
prayer.

As we look ahead, we continue to commit all our present and future activities 
into God's hands, trusting Him to guide, strengthen, and use us for His glory 
in the months to come.

Ms. Vivian E. Shiri & Mr. Prajwal Jacob
Conveners, Youth Fellowship

The concept of ritual cleansing dates back to ancient Judaism, but the 
specific practice of Christian baptism is rooted in the New Testament. The 
Gospels recount that Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the 
Jordan River. Before his ascension, Jesus instructed his followers to 
make disciples of all nations and baptize them in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Let us delve into the  New Testament 
accounts to discover answers to the upcoming Baptism-themed Quiz.     
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QUIZ

1. Christ referred to His Crucifixion at His Baptism. True or False? 
2. Who explained the Scripture to the Ethiopian Eunuch and subsequently 

baptized him in some water along the road? 
3. What did people have to do before they were baptized by John the 

Baptist? 
4. Who was the first Gentile to be baptised along with his household?
5. When Philip preached in Samaria, which famous sorcerer also believed 

and was baptised?
6. At which hour did Paul and Silas baptise the Philippian jailer and his 

family?
7. _____  from Thyatira was the first woman to be baptised.
8. After the Apostle Paul was blinded on the road to Damascus, who was 

sent to restore his sight and baptize him? 
9. Who was the synagogue leader in Corinth who believed and was 

baptized with his household? 
10. In Acts 19, how many men did Paul baptize in Ephesus who had 

previously only known the baptism of John? 

Correct entries will be published in next month’s Newsletter along with 
Answer Keys. Send your printed answers to the new Church WhatsApp 
number 7349251838 by 20th August 2026 in the following format:

Name
Serial number - Answer

Reflection
THE FOUR GOSPELS: The Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ from 
four perspectives

The Gospel is the central story of the Bible. "Gospel" primarily refers to the 
foundational "Good News" of Christianity. The Gospel is about our God 
who found His way to us, rescuing us. It centers on the message of 
salvation through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
addressing how humanity can be reconciled with a Holy God. The term 
itself stems from the Old English gōdspel (meaning "good news"), which is 
a direct translation of the Greek word evangelion.   

While they cover the same core narrative, each book was written by their 
authors-Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John-for a distinct audience, 
highlighting a unique aspect of Jesus' identity and mission. 
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Matthew (28 chapters): Written by a  former tax collector and one of the 
twelve apostles, it was addressed to the Jewish audience to prove Jesus is 
the long-awaited Messiah who fulfills Old Testament prophecies. Matthew 
begins with Abraham, and traces the generations down to Jesus. It 
frequently draws parallels between Jesus and Moses, such as in the 
Sermon on the Mount. It records over 60 references to Old Testament 
prophecies. 

Mark (16 chapters): Youngest of the group and a companion to Peter, 
Mark’s short and fast-paced account records Peter's memories. and is 
directed at a Gentile (non-Jewish) audience. The Gospel of Mark begins 
with Jesus’ baptism. It focuses heavily on Jesus’ actions and miracles to 
present him as the "Suffering Servant" who came to sacrifice himself.

Luke (24 chapters): A physician and travel companion of Paul, Luke wrote 
a detailed, orderly historical narrative. Luke begins with the events 
surrounding Jesus’ birth. Written to a broader Gentile audience, often 
emphasizing that Jesus is a compassionate Savior for all humanity, 
including the marginalized and the poor. It features a heavily historical 
narrative and includes iconic parables like the Prodigal Son. 

John (21 chapters): Highly theological and distinct from the other three 
("synoptic") gospels. This Gospel begins with the very first words of the 
Bible: “In the beginning”. Rather than focusing on parables and a 
Galilee-centered ministry, John focuses on Jesus' ministry in Judea, using 
deep allegories to establish Jesus as the divine, eternal Son of God.

Where do we find our basis for beliefs on the Sacraments? Why do we 
baptize? Why do we receive the Lord’s Supper? Why do we forgive? How 
do we pray? Why is it important for us to serve others? The answers to 
these questions are found within the Gospels.

By studying the depth of what Jesus said and did during His life on earth, 
we dig into the theology behind many of our church’s customs and 
practices. Through the perfect and blameless example Jesus set for us, we 
know how we must live our lives.

Children’s Nook 
GOSPEL TREASURE HUNT: Look it up, find it out!

The four Gospels of the New Testament - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, tell 
us everything we need to know about God’s son - Jesus Christ and His 
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1. Deepan Elbert Pramodan
2. Annie Felix
3. Felicia Manoraj
4. A N Indiradevi
5. Esther Suguna Simeon
6. Daisy Mark Prabhu

1. Chief Prefect over all the wise men of Babylon (Daniel 2:48)
2. Cupbearer to king Artaxerxes
3. Tentmaking – They used their shared profession to support 

Paul and spread the gospel.
4. Nimrod
5. Bezalel 
6. Lydia
7. Amos (Amos 1:1, Amos 7:14-15)
8. Benaiah
9. Dorcas (Acts 9:36-39)

10. Royal treasurer for Queen Candace of Ethiopia

 7. Rosabelle Prabhakar
 8. Gitanjali Lazarus
 9. Vandana Raghavan
10. Advik Jacob Palanna
11. Lynette Natasha Karkada
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great sacrifice to save us from the punishment of our mistakes. The more 
we read and study from these Books, we can understand God’s 
unconditional love for everyone and share the Good News of Jesus with 
others. 

For the next activity - open your Bible, look it up and find the answers. 

1. In Matthew 14, which disciple walks on water with Jesus?
2. What miracle did Jesus perform for Simon Peter and his fishing 

partner in Luke 5: 4-6?
3. In the Luke 15 parable of the prodigal son, the father rejoices when 

his son returns home. In verse 32, he says his son was ______ and 
is now ________. 

4. In Luke 6, what does Jesus tell his followers to do for their enemies?
5. The Book of Matthew comes after the Book of  __________. 
6. According to John 13, what humble act did Jesus perform for his 

disciples?
7. What did Jesus offer the Samaritan woman in John 4:10?
8. What does John 1:1 say was “in the beginning”?
9. In Mark 9:35 what did Jesus say someone must be to be the 

greatest?
10. In Mark 10:13-16, what did Jesus say about little children?

Quiz Answers for the month of July 2026 
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Ms. Gabriella Tannishtha
daughter of Mr. Albert Rajendra Sadhu & 

Mrs. Mirium Lucy Shakunthala Sadhu
with

Mr. James Prajwal 
son of Mr. John Sowjanya & Mrs. Rajini Kusuma Latha

on the 18th of July 2026

HAPPENINGS DURING THE MONTH OF JULY 2026 

NEW MEMBERS 

INFANT BAPTISM 

Mr. Noel M. Niranjan and Family

Veyara Prakash

daughter of Mr. Vijaya Princely arun Prakash & 
Mrs. Anisha S. Lazarus
on the 19th of July 2026



Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for 
the Scripture reading as scheduled. 


