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From the Presbyter’s Desk

“Unity of Church and its Response to Violence”

(Deuteronomy 26:1 - 11)

Unity of the Church: Responding to Violence
Understanding Violence

Christians understand violence as a symptom of humanity's fallen state. It springs
from a broken relationship with God that leads to fear and hatred. Acts aimed at
harming individuals or communities are born from the ancestral rebellion of Adam
and Cain. As the world grapples with violence, the Church is not immune;
institutionalization has dulled its redemptive power and the curse of Babel has
divided it, rendering a fractured church unable to offer redemption. As Genesis
reminds us, “Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused
the language of all the earth” (Genesis 11:9).

Importance of Unity
Jesus prayed for unity among believers:

“l ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me
through their word, that they may all be one. As You, Father, are in Me and | am in
You, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that You have sent Me.
The glory that You have given Me | have given them, so that they may be one, as We
are one, | in them and You in Me, that they may become completely one” (John
17:20-23).

He longs for a unity that mirrors the oneness between Himself and the Father. This
plea should encourage us to dismantle walls that separate congregations and work
toward visible unity.

Core Values ofthe Church

The Churchis meant to reflect four essential virtues:
Reconciliation - healing divisions and restoring broken relationships.
Love - embodying unconditional, Christ-like love for all people.
Forgiveness - extending grace to those who have caused harm.
Service - selflessly meeting the needs of others.

These characteristics are the heart of Christian witness. Without them, our
message of peace rings hollow.

Modern Challenges and Introspection

In an age dominated by social media, we must ask whether we are spreading
reconciliation, love, forgiveness and service, or whether we contribute to violence.
Violence manifests in many forms - psychological, physical, sexual, emotional,
financial, verbal, cultural and even technologically assisted. As Bertrand Russell
observed, “War does not determine who is right but only who is left”. Our challenge
is to resist subtle violence and instead model Christ's peace. We should also
examine our hearts: are we reconcilers, do we love our neighbours, do we extend
forgiveness, and are we ready to serve?



Embodying Christ's Response

Christ entered a violent world as the alternative to violence. His followers are called to be
at the forefront of reconciliation, agents of love, symbols of forgiveness and willing
servants. When believers grasp the plea of their Saviour, the Church's response to
violence changes: it hoists the flag of reconciliation, becomes a centre of love, welcomes
sinners because they are forgiven and saved, and cares for the hurting.

Returning to our Original Identity

The curse of Babel once divided humanity through language and confession, but Christ's
coming reversed that division. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit united God's people and
gave birth to the Church. Luke records: “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were
all together in one place... All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability” (Acts 2:1-4). Today, it is vital for the
Church to reclaim its original identity as a unified, redemptive community, one that
responds to violence with reconciliation and love.

Conclusion

As we consider our current context, let us ask ourselves: Are we people of reconciliation?
Do we genuinely love our neighbours? Do we nurture hearts that forgive? Are we willing
to serve?. May these questions guide St. Andrew's as we seek to be a unified and healing
presence in a world marked by division.

Presbyter-in-charge
Rev. Samuel B. Pujari

Reports of Activities by the Wings & Ministries

Women's Fellowship
— .l

Greetings to all of you in the Precious Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

St. Andrew's Church Women's Fellowship met for the monthly Bible Study on
Saturday, 4th October 2025.

The Session was called: Jesus Enables the Faithful. This was about Mary and
Martha and their relationship with Jesus. It was taken from John 11:1-5,11-44.

We learnt about Jesus revealing his compassion when told of Lazarus's death, then
displaying his power over death when he called Lazarus out of the tomb. We
discussed how his decision to delay going to Bethany brings glory to him and hope to
all of us. Then we studied Martha's confrontation with Jesus when he finally arrived.
When has God disappointed us? How have we dealt with those feelings? We
reviewed Martha's statements of faith. What divine characteristics did she affirm, and
whattitles did she give Jesus?



Life brings disappointment to everyone at some point. Martha was upset with Jesus for
not coming in time to heal her brother. What can we learn from her response to Jesus
when she saw him? Consider Mary's reaction when Jesus arrived, then think of a time
when we grieved deeply. How does her response help you to worship God because
he's good, even if he decides not to change your situation.

Mary and Martha were not afraid to express their pain and disappointments to Jesus.
How do we tend to approach God in those situations - are we honest, or do we hold
back? Consider how we can pray in full honesty to the God who loves us unconditionally.

Think of some "impossible" situations in which we needed God to work. This made all of
us share a lot of testimonies where the Lord showed up in impossible situations and
helped us. This sharing was a huge blessing to all of us to be able to trust in our loving
Heavenly Fatherwho is able to do much more than we can ask orimagine.

Then we reflected on Mary and Martha's extraordinary faith in the wake of their brother's
death. Which of them do we resemble more? The last part was homework where we
were made to think of a statement of faith in our all-powerful yet compassionate God.

We are all very grateful to our dear Kumuda for leading and enlightening us in the Bible
Study. May our Lord bless her efforts.

Mrs. Leah Rangayya participated in the State Level Scripture Exam conducting by The
Bible Union of India and won the 2nd prize. We congratulate her and we are proud of her,
and wish her God'’s blessing.

Mrs. Daisy Richards
Secretary, Women'’s Fellowship

Men’s Fellowship

Details of Groceries Delivered in 7 Phases

Beneficiaries Up to Phase 5 | Phase 6 | Phase 7 | Total
Manipuri Families in Bangalore 50 24 21 95

SI. No Items Up to Phase 5 | Phase 6 |Phase 7 | TOTAL
1 Rice 500 Kgs 240 210 950 kgs
2 Wheat Flour 250 Kgs 120 105 [475 kgs
3 Toor Dhal 25Kgs 12 10.5 475
4 Masoor Dhal 25 Kgs 12 10.5 475
5 Sooji 50 Kgs 24 21 95
6 Qil 100 Ltrs 48 22 170
7 Table Salt 50 Kgs 24 21 95
8 Coriander Powder 12.5 kgs 7.2 6.3 26
9 Chili Powder 12.5 kgs 7.2 6.3 26
10 Pappad 50 Pkts 24 21 95
1 Tea Leaves 12 Kgs 24 21 16.5
12 Sugar 100 Kgs 48 42 190
13 Vermicell 25 Kgs 6 5.25 36.25
14 | Garam Masala Powder 5 Kgs 24 21 9.5
15 Noodles 50 Kgs 24 21 95
16 Refined Flour 200 Kgs 96 84 380

We thank God for His continued provision in our daily lives. His grace has guided every
step of this initiative, from planning to execution, and we are humbled by the opportunity
to serve our community. May this effort be a reflection of His love and care for all.



Seven Phases of Ration Kit Distribution Completed!

We are happy to announce the successful completion of the First Milestone of our
Ration Kit Distribution Program, aimed at supporting Manipur Families in
Bangalore, with essential supplies through Agape.

The initiative was met with heartfelt appreciation from the Community. Volunteers
and Local Leaders, who came together to ensure smooth and dignified distribution.

This effort has brought real relief to our neighbourhood. We’re grateful for the
support.

Planning for Second Milestone is already underway.

We sincerely thank the congregation for your unwavering support of this meaningful
cause. Your generous contributions - and above all, your steadfast prayers - uplift
and strengthen us as we continue this mission. Your faith and compassion have
been the cornerstone of this effort, and we are truly blessed to walk this path
together.

Mr. J. A. Prakash
Convener, Men’s Fellowship

Care for The Elderly

We thank our Lord Almighty for His continuous blessings upon us. We thank Him
for giving us yet another Fellowship for this month.

This month’s meeting was conducted by Dr. Stafford Cripps on the topic ‘The
Ultimate Hope of the Human Race’. He gave 12 points and reasons for us to
believe that the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ is very near and that we should be
ready to go with Him to heaven at His calling.

References:

* The first reference: Acts 1:11, where Luke writes *... that the same Jesus who
has been taken to Heaven will come back the same way He was taken away’.

* The second reference: Zachariah 8:7, ‘Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Behold, |
will save my people from the east country, and from the west country’. This
refers to Aliyah meaning the return of the Jewish people to their homeland.

* The third reference: Ezekiel 44:1-3, The Unique Gate in Jerusalem. ‘The
Unique gate in Jerusalem has been shut as the Lord, the God of Israel has
entered through it’.

* The fourth reference: Zachariah 9:9 and Matthew 21:9 Jesus entering
Jerusalem at The Mount of Olives.

» Thefifth reference: Zachariah 14:4.

» The sixth reference : Matthew 24:38, ‘Like in the days of Noah so it will be in the
days of the Coming of The Son of Man, meaning people will be thinking of
themselves and living in their own pleasures forgetting to live for Christ’s
return’.

* The seventh reference: 1 Thessalonians 5:3, ‘False peace trying to be
established’.

» The eighth reference: Matthew 24: 14, ‘The Gospel being preached through the
ends of the earth’.



* The ninth reference: Il Timothy 3:1-5, ‘people will be lovers of themselves and
pleasures, and will be far away from God'.

* The tenth reference: Matthew 24: 5-51, ‘There will be wars, earthquakes, false
prophets, Sun will be darkened and moon will not give its light, but the gospel will
be preached to the ends of the earth’.

* Theeleventhreference: 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 - 18, The Day of Rapture.

» Thetwelfth reference: Daniel 12:4, advances in the field of Science & Technology.

Be ready for The Sound of The Trumpet for The coming of our Lord. Let us be glad to
hear the Sound ofthe Trumpet.

This good Session was followed by a Fellowship Lunch.

Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri
Convener, CFE

Youth Fellowship

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

October has truly been an eventful month for the youth fellowship, keeping us active
and involved throughout.

During the Harvest Festival, alongside the other ministries, the youth also set up their
stall where we had delicious savoury and sweet snacks, handmade crochet items and
fun games for everyone to enjoy.

Our youth members participated in the Frisbee Tournament hosted by St. Mark’s
Cathedral. We appreciate the dedication put in by the team which led them to qualify
for the quarter finals. Athrylith - our intra-church competition has been going on
throughout the last month, and we are grateful for all the coordinators and the
participation of our congregation members. With 15events and around a 100
participants across all events, we look forward to finishing Athrylith2025 successfully!

The youth continues to support the monthly Care for the Elderly meetings by leading
the time of praise and worship. We come together online for prayer meetings at 8:30
A.M. every Saturday.

As we step into a new month, we pray for GOD to lead and guide us in every way.
Wishing everyone a wonderful month ahead!

Miss Vivian E. Shiri & Mr. Prajwal Jacob
Conveners



Sunday School

-

Our Sunday School Team was blessed to be part of the Harvest Festival, thanking
God for His countless blessings. Children, teachers and parents came together in
putting up various Stalls. Cheers to all their efforts! Our vibrant Stalls consisted of
Handmade Jewellery, Caricature, Slime Activity, Face Painting, Lucky Dip, Fridge
Magnets, Balloon Modelling, Balloon Shooting, Car Race, Hula Hoop, Pottery, Water
Balloon Splashing Game, Potato Twister, Ice Lolly, Juice and Delicious
Mouthwatering Spreads!

The Bible Union India, State Level Exam results were announced. Our children
diligently studied the Scriptures and won 7st, 2nd and 3rd places. Glad to share that
Mrs. Jyothsna Prasheeth secured 3rd Rankin the State and made us proud!

Sunday School children rendered a Song “Nothing but the Blood of Jesus” by Robert
Lowry on Sunday, the 26th of October.

Members of our church attended the fun-filled Outback Camp held for parents and
teenage children from October 24th to 26th. Requesting a greater number of parents
to be part of this Camp next time. The highlights of the Camp were: discovering life’s
purpose, Spiritual discipline and priorities, boy/ girl relationships, parent-teen
relationships and personal values.

Do remember our Team and children in your prayers as we celebrate the World
Sunday School Day on 9th of November.

Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj
Sunday School Superintendent

St. Andrew’s Voice Training School - Student Recital 2025
October 7, 2025

St. Andrew’s Voice Training School (STAVES) held its much-awaited Student Recital
on October 7th, 2025 - a joyful evening celebrating music, learning, and community.
This also concluded the exam season where all the students have successfully
passed their Trinity Grade Exams with flying colours!

The program began with a warm welcome, followed by songs presented by students
across all grade levels. The event also paid tribute to the late Mr. Godfrey Aiyadorai,
whose vision to train young singers and build a musical community continues through
the work of Neha, Rabekah, Sarah, and Janita.



Performances by the beginners, intermediate, and senior classes reflected months
of dedication and musical growth, with each student confidently showcasing their
progress. A highlight was the Virtual Choir performance of “Praise You’,
accompanied by Noah Mark on Piano.

The evening concluded with words of gratitude to the Teachers, Parents, and
Pastorate Committee of the Church, especially Daya uncle, Convenor of the Music
Ministry, whose encouragement made the event possible. More than a Recital, it
was a heartfelt celebration of talent, teamwork, and the legacy of music that
continues to inspire generations.

SEEISERS
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This month we will celebrate the 161st Anniversary of St. Andrew’s Church. History
suggests that in the early 1860’s, Bangalore had a sizable number of Scottish
residents, as well as Scottish soldiers and officers. They felt the need for a ‘Kirk’
(Church in Scottish) of their own. Named after the Scottish Patron, Saint Andrew,
the foundation stone of St. Andrew’s Church was laid by Lady Grant on 22nd
November, 1864. The Church was consecrated by Rev. Stewart Wright on the 18th
of November, 1866, and opened for public worship on 22nd November, 1866. It
was called “Red Kirk” as the external structure was painted red.

Coming up next is a Quiz about people of the early Church as recorded in the Book
of Acts. Do try it.

Quiz

1. Which disciple was chosen to replace Judas Iscariot after his death?

2. Who was tutored by Priscilla and Aquila and is described as an "eloquent" man
who was "mighty in the Scriptures"?

3. Which man from Cyprus sold his property and laid the money at the apostles’
feet?

4. With a new testament book addressed to him, who is most associated with
serving on the island of Crete?

5. Who laid his hands on Paul, enabling him to regain his sight after the encounter
with the Lord Jesus Christ left him blind for three days?

6. Who was the first Gentile to be baptised after seeing a vision?

7.Whose household became the first converts in Achaia? (1 Corinthians)

8. Ariot erupted in Ephesus with Aristarchus and another one of Paul's travelling
companions being seized. Whois it?

9. Which two apostles spoke on behalf of the Gentiles at the Council of Jerusalem?
10. Who sang hymns to God at midnight though he was stripped, beaten, severely
flogged and thrown into prison with Paul?



Correct entries will be published in next month’s Newsletter along with Answer
Keys. Send your printed answers to the Church WhatsApp number
9741401874 by 20th November 2025 in the following format:

Name
Serial number-Answer

REFLECTION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

We will observe World Sunday School Day on Sunday, the 9th of November, 2025. On
this day we remember the promoters of Sunday Schools and acknowledge the role of
Sunday Schools in nurturing the spiritual, emotional, and moral growth of children and
youth. Robert Raikes, editor of the Gloucester Journal, is commonly said to be the
pioneer of Sunday School. In 1781, he recognised the need to prevent children living in
the Gloucester slums from taking up crime. He began the school in a home, operating it
on Sundays — the only day that the boys and girls working in the factories could attend.
Using the Bible as their textbook, the children learned to read and write.

I Love to go to Sunday School

I love to go to Sunday School, I love to memorise the Word,
To learn the Word of God. And hide God's truth within.
And light each path | trod. Like it to keep from sin.
| love to go to Sunday School, I love to sing the songs of praise,
And learn to love Christ more; And clap my hands with joy.
To make myself a better tool, It makes Sundays the best of days,
As we God's Word explore. And all my doubts destroy.
| love to hear the Bible read, | love my Christian family,
And hear its stories told. Brothers, sisters in Christ.
I love to know what God has said, We'll follow Christ our living King,

Children’s Nook

APOSTLE PAUL

Apostle Paul is one of the greatest missionaries in the history of early Christianity,
and also the author of 13 books of the New Testament. Paul’s conversion story, his
many missionary journeys, and what he taught followers in his letters offer us
incredible lessons on faith, courage, godly living, and the extravagant love and
grace of God.

As you read more stories of Paul, think about how Paul was a persecutor and then
was persecuted and even put in jail for his faith and work for the Gospel. Paul
showed us that no matter where we start or what we’ve done, God can transform us
and use us for His great purposes.

Are you up for a little fun? Find these words hidden (in all possible directions) in the
grid below!



APOSTLE PAUL

VKZIHIWCWNYLTGX
PAUL TXZFWHTZFEWNIF
EARTHUAKE OZHBAYCTWV IYSA
MISSIONARY ZFKIWCYRANOTISS
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Quiz Answers for the Month of October 2025

1. Mark 10. Psalms 19. Joel
2. Titus 11. Amos 20. Jonah

3. Job 12. Malachi 21. Luke
4. Kings 13. Matthew 22. Romans
5. Esther 14. James 23. Micah
6. Peter 15. Daniel 24. Nahum

7. Jude 16. Hosea 25. Ruth
8. Haggai 17. Ecclesiastes 26. Revelation

9. Acts 18. Ezra

Marvellous Winners for the Month of October 2025

1. Esther Suguna Simeon
2. Lynette Natasha Karkada

3. Daisy Mark Prabhu
4. Rosabelle Prabhakar
5. Annie Felix

) 4

X rCcCr»rovxXxomemIZXm@om—r— v -

T MCcCLwETINCTOVOACrOT -0
O@r<X6eXDProwm=<TT>krmwIzTuwvNIZ

Calendar for the First Week of December 2025

2nd Sunday in Advent

*7th December

Theme: God's Word Challenges the Status Quo

1st Sunday

Celebrant & Preacher

*Combined Holy Communion

Rev. Samuel B. Pujari Worship Service

Old Testament

2 Kings 22:1-13

Mr. Erol Shailesh Watsa

9:00 a.m

Epistle

Hebrews 4:12 - 16

Mrs. Asha Franklyn

Gospel
Evening Service

St. Luke 1: 67 - 80
Preacher: Dr. John Vasumitra

Mr. J. A. Prakash (K)




HAPPENINGS DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2025

Ms. Rachan Daniel and daughter
Mrs. Susana Rishab and family
Mr. Simon Philip

Peddings

Mr. Vivek Anthony Lalith
son of Late P. Arun Sathyendra Kumar & Mrs. S. Archana Kumar
With
Dr. DivyaA. J
daughter of Mr. S. Aloysius Joseph & Late Anitha Joyce
on 5th October 2025

Miss Martina Grace Esther
daughter of Mr. Peter Kirubakaran & Mrs. Sabrina Kirubakaran
with
Mr. Caleb Vincent Raj
son of Late Ezhil Maran & Mrs. Punithavathy
on 27th October 2025

BAPTISM

Azekah Lisette Lora
daughter of Mr. S. N. Lohith Raj and Mrs. Rashmi Ranjitha
on 5th October 2025

Mr. Vishal Kishore
son of Mr. Kishore and Mrs. Sujatha Kishore
on 26th October 2025

OBITUARY

Mr. Robin Philip David
aged 76 years, husband of Mrs. Selestine David; father of
Mr. Arun Kumar Robin David & father-in-law of Mrs. Roopa B
slept in the Lord on Saturday, 11th October 2025
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Dr. R. Moses Osmond Gemson
aged 82 years, husband of late Dr. Kamala Gemson,
father of Dr. Joyce Gemson Victor and Dr. Josephine Gemson
slept in the Lord on Friday, 24th October 2025

= { Mrs. Susheela Chandravathi Peters

] aged 79 years, beloved wife of late Arthur G. Peters;
¢ Mother of Dr. Shakeel Peters and Sarah Kavitha Mathew
b e i slept in the Lord on Sunday, 26th October 2025




*2nd November

1st Sunday

Calendar for the Month

of November 2025

21st Sunday after Pentecost

Unity Sunday

Theme: Vine and Branches

Celebrant & Preacher
Rev. Samuel B. Pujari

*Combined Holy Communion
Worship Service

Old Testament

Ezekiel 37: 15 - 23

Miss Vivian E. Shiri

Epistle

1 Corinthians 12: 12 - 27

Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj

Gospel
Evening Service

9th November
2nd Sunday

St.John15:1-8

Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri (K)

Preacher: Dr. John Vasumitra
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

World Sunday School Day

Theme: Christ in Me

Preacher: Dr. Anita Noel

Kannada

Preacher: Dr. Joann Paulin George

English

Old Testament

1Samuel 16:1-13

Master Daniel Vivian (K)

Miss Blessy Carmel S

Epistle

1 Corinthians 1: 18 - 31

Master John Zachariah (K)

Miss Angeline Tianna Soans

Gospel

Evening Service

*16th November
3rd Sunday

St. Matthew 5:3 - 12

Miss Adalin Alice (K)

Mr. Ryan Joshua J

Youth Fellowship
23rd Sunday after Pentecost

Theme: Peace

in the Context of Violence

Celebrant & Preacher
Rev. Samuel B. Pujari

*Kannada Holy Communion

Preacher: Rev. Samuel B. Pujari

English

Old Testament

1Samuel 24:1-12

Mrs. Sandra Renita Karkada (K)

Miss Rebekah Jayanthy Thomas

Epistle

Romans 12: 14 - 21

Mr. Hubert Vinil Maben(K)

Miss Nishita Palanna

Gospel

*Evening Service

23rd November
4th Sunday

St. Matthew 5: 38 - 48

Miss Magdalina Preetha S (K)

Miss Rachel S. Nelson

Holy Communion Service - Celebrant & Preacher: Rev. Samuel B. Pujari
24th Sunday after Pentecost

Theme: Affirmin

g the Worth of the Girl Child

Preacher: Rev. K. Vasudevan

Kannada

Preacher: Rev. K. Vasudevan

English

Old Testament

Numbers 27:1-11

Mrs. Mirium L. S. Sadhu (K)

Miss Tannishtha Anchan

Epistle

Acts 21:7-14

Mr. Arjun Christopher (K)

Mrs. Premila Janifer

Gospel

Evening Service

*30th November
5th Sunday

St. Mark 5:35 - 43

Miss Janita Sarah Sumitra (K)

Mrs. Diadema Fesley

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Samuel Sunith R

St. Andrew's Day

Ad

vent Sunday

Celebrant: Rev. Samuel B. Pujari
Preacher: Rev. Christopher Samuel

No Evening Se

*Combined Holy Communion
Worship Service
rvice

Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for

the Scripture reading as scheduled.
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