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From the Presbyter’s Desk

Joy to the World

 

 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see, I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people” 

(Luke. 2:10)

Advent is a season that is familiar but we continue to wait, because it is a season that 
invites us to look beyond the world and its horizons and wait to see new beginnings. 

Advent is a season of ‘Experience.’ Have we paused to ponder the question: What is it 
that is coming in the way of experiencing joy in our lives? Probably we are seeing or 
meeting someone or living with someone with similar experiences, but the experience of 
joy is different and unique. 

One of the greatest messages of the Christian faith narrated by Luke in a key verse in 
2:10, highlights one of the greatest truths of the Biblical Story, the greatest event, ‘the 
Messiah is born!’ is told to the Shepherds, a people who were counted as one of the 
lowest in the social ladder of the society, the last on the social lists. The Good News is not 
exclusive, it makes no distinction, there is no prejudice and it is open to all the people. 
The Good News is “Great Joy,” one of the key promises that the Scripture provides during 
the Season of Advent.  

The word Joy in Greek indicates the idea of experience. Therefore, the Good News of 
Joy was not simply a message to be heard, but a message to be experienced. The first 
need not be the first, and the last need not be the last, as Jesus taught “the last will be the 
first, and the first will be the last” (Matthew 20:16). It means that God’s world is shaped by 
God’s design and not merely by human design.

One of the most loved Hymns, is Joy to the World, by Isaac Watts, is based on Psalm 98. 
It is a Hymn that is loaded with literary imagination that even serious scholars of the Bible 
need to take note of. Joy to the World is from his well-known Hymnal of 1719, Psalms of 
David, Imitated in the Language of the New Testament. It was the intention of Watts to 
give the Psalms a New Testament meaning and style, which in my opinion was original, 
and the intention of Watts continues to be discussed till date. The words ‘Repeat the 
sounding joy,’ in the Hymn echoes repeatedly our conviction that we worship a God who 
is righteous, and promises eternal life for all.
 
Our conversations with our Leadership Teams interestingly brought the idea of Joy as 
keynote in this Advent Season. The idea was we need to share our experience of Joy to 
the people who miss it. The result, the program, ‘Joy to the Neighbourhood,’ emerged as 
an initiative from the Men’s Fellowship to share this Joy with people whom we do not 
know, who are not familiar, and to provide a blanket to people who are homeless in our 
neighbourhood. Similar initiatives will echo in our programs at St. Andrew’s School in 
Siddapura, our Mission Field in Tubagere, and the outreach programs of our Women’s 
Fellowship, among others. In a similar way, we go with the same experience as Carollers, 
sharing the Good News of Great Joy to each home in our church, as we begin Carol 
Rounds on St. Andrew’s Day. The Thanksgiving Offering we receive will be dedicated to 
the ministry of St. Andrew’s School at Siddapura, this year. 
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We are all praying earnestly for a Joy-filled Season of Advent and a 
promising New Year 2025, and our celebrations begin with the Celebration 
of 160 years of God’s goodness and faithfulness, as we celebrate St. 
Andrew’s Day this year.

Shalom!

May God be with you and bless you.

Your Presbyter

Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben 

Reports of Activities by the Wings & Ministries 

Sunday School & Young Couples’ Fellowship

"Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established" 
(Proverbs 16:3)

Our Sunday School is geared up to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ! 

Do come and witness our children's Christmas Program to be celebrated on Sunday, the 
15th of December in the evening. With the encouragement and guidance of our teachers, 
children can't wait to share the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ through their 
presentations! Thanking all the teachers for taking time and training the children. Thanking 
parents for diligently bringing their children for the practices. Kindly remember our Sunday 
School Team in your prayers as we plan and execute our Christmas Program to glorify 
God. 

The Young Couples’ Fellowship are glad to share that we completed 4 Pre-marital 
Sessions with Ms Aldina Sheeba & Mr. Deepak Albert, who will be getting married on 
December 8th, 2024. It has been a blessing that our church is able to share our resources 
with couples to be married from other churches. Do remember this couple as they start 
their journey together. Thanking the YCF Team for sharing their time and talents.

Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohan Raj
Sunday School Superintendent & Co-ordinator YCF
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Youth Fellowship

“And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

Colossians 3:17
 

Report on Arpith 2024:

Arpith - An Offering of Talents - is an Inter-church Youth Festival that has been a tradition 
of the St. Andrews Youth (SAY) for over two decades. This year, it brought together 39 
churches in a vibrant celebration of talent, faith, and unity. The Festival’s Theme, Ruach - 
meaning wind, spirit, and breath - emphasized the Divine presence that guides and 
connects us all.

The Two-day Festival featured 13 Events and an exciting Treasure Hunt held a week 
prior. These activities provided a platform for Youths to showcase their creativity, 
teamwork, and passion. The Treasure Hunt added adventure, serving as a perfect 
prelude to the main Festival.

Arpith’s success stemmed from the unity among churches, bringing together youths 
from 39 congregations of different denominations, fostering fellowship and 
strengthening bonds. The Men’s and Women’s Fellowships of our church also played a 
vital role, offering support in organizing, logistics, and hospitality.

Another Key Highlight was the excellent weather. Bright, sunny days and cool evenings 
created an uplifting atmosphere, enhancing both outdoor and indoor activities. 
Combined with flawless organization, this ensured there were no hiccups throughout the 
Festival.

This year’s Arpith was a remarkable offering of talents and faith, leaving a lasting impact 
on everyone involved. Its seamless execution, enthusiastic participation, and 
collaborative efforts showcased what the Christian Community can achieve together. 
Arpith remains a shining example of unity in diversity and continues to be a treasured 
tradition for the youth.



4

Winners of Arpith 2024:
Overall: Wesley Tamil Church, Haines Road
Runners-up: Pavanasar Lutheran Church
 
We, the youth, sincerely thank our Presbyter, members of the Pastorate Committee, 
members of the Congregation, Office and Support Staff, for their unwavering support 
and encouragement, which have been instrumental in helping us strive toward making a 
meaningful impact.

Arpith Coordinators and Conveners 

Care For The Elderly

 
We thank our LORD JESUS CHRIST for showering us with many blessings throughout 
our lives and giving us a beautiful day of Fellowship and a time to study GOD’S WORD 
more deeply. Our speaker for this month’s Fellowship was Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer. 
The topic for this month’s program was God with Us.  

Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer spoke about how we all must be grateful for what we have and 
must thank our LORD for giving us all that we have. We must count our blessings and 
see how much THE LORD has been gracious to us and have blessed us. HE truly loves 
us and we have a role, which may be the most important today, just as how Jahaziel the 
son of Zachariah was given the responsibility of conveying a message from GOD to king 
Jehoshaphat that the battle Belongs to THE LORD. “Be not afraid nor dismayed by 
reason of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's.” Our calling can be 
as small and as immediate as this. We should be willing to lean on HIM and accept HIS 
WORD.

We had CAPAAR (Centre for Advanced Paediatric and Adult Rehabilitation) an NGO 
that works with elders, and children with disabilities. They conducted a 20-minute 
Session on how to keep the elders occupied and stay physically healthy. They spoke 
about a few tips on how the elders can sustain and improve their physical and mental 
health. They spoke about Physiotherapy, Psychiatric Counselling, Hearing Test and 
Speech Therapy.

We thank Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer for his message, CAPAAR and their Team for 
addressing us, the Youth for participating, and the Elders for their presence in this 
month’s Fellowship.

Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri
Convener, CEF
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Christmas time - the season of love, hope, joy and peace is here to warm our hearts and 
homes. As we soak in the holiday excitement, we bring you a fun activity that you could play 
with your loved ones. The phrases below are from popular Christmas Carols, how quickly 
can you name the title of the song? Ready? Here we go.

1. ‘Tis the season to be jolly
2. I have no gift to bring, pa rum pa pum pum
3. Let every heart, prepare him room
4. Remember Christ our Saviour was born on 
Christmas Day
5. Over the hills and everywhere
6 The stars are brightly shining
7. Round yon virgin Mother and Child
8. Westward leading, still proceeding 

9. Come and behold him
10. Used to laugh and call him names
11. God and sinner reconciled
12. On a cold winter’s night that was so deep
13. I love you Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
14. The hopes and fears of all the years, are  met in 
thee tonight
15. Good tidings we bring to you and your kin

This a fun activity, winners list will not be published ☺

� Did you know that the first modern Christmas Card was designed by John Calllcott 
Horsley in London in 1843? However, nothing compares to handmade cards crafted 
with love. Let’s add a personal touch to Christmas gifting this year.  Here are unique Do 
It Yourself (DIY) card ideas that friends and family will cherish. Click on link or scan the 
QR code for details. 
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/christmas-ideas/g4080/clever-diy-
christmas-cards/  

⁂ Want to fix healthy treats in a jiffy? Here are 3 ingredient quick treats without 
sugar, baking or flour, for the whole family to enjoy! Visit 
https://youtu.be/dl4GA6Q9RUI?si=2rgBE254us15TDQ7 or scan the QR code for 
recipes.

❖ From Reindeer Cookies to Microwave Fudge, kids and grown-ups will love 
making these festive Christmas treats. Get spoilt for choice with 48 fabulous ideas! 
Visit https://www.tasteofhome.com/collection/christmas-treats/  or scan the QR code 
to get started. 
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th 

⁂ Want to fix healthy treats in a jiffy? Here are 3 ingredient quick treats without sugar, 
baking or flour, for the whole family to enjoy! 
Visit https://youtu.be/dl4GA6Q9RUI?si=2rgBE254us15TDQ7 or scan the QR code for 
recipes.

❖ From Reindeer Cookies to Microwave Fudge, kids and grown-ups will love making 
these festive Christmas treats. Get spoilt for choice with 48 fabulous ideas! Visit 
https://www.tasteofhome.com/collection/christmas-treats/  or scan the QR code to get 
started. 

WISH YOU A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

� ⁂ ❖ 

 
1.Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18)
2. Jericho (Joshua 6:20)
3. Psalm 1:1
4. Green (Genesis 1:30)
5. Cain (Genesis 4:17)s

6. Othniel (Judges 3: 9-10)
7. Sarah (Genesis 18:6)
8. Parting of the river Jordan (2 Kings 2:14)
9. Isaac (Genesis 22:9)
10. Sardius (Exodus 28:17)

1. Daisy Mark Prabhu
2. Felicia Manoraj
3. Annie Felix
4. Deepan Elbert Pramodan

Quiz Answers for the Month of November

Congratulations Quiz Stars for the month of November 2024



ST ANDREW’S SCHOOL ONLINE PAYMENT DETAILS

Kindly note you can also post a cheque in favour of “St. Andrews Church” at 

any Canara Bank Branch with the account number and church offfice number 

(9741401874) written behind it. 
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Date Area Area Leader

Sunday, 24 November, 2024 Area12 Ananda Nagar/ Ganga Nagar/ Hebbal / R. T. Nagar
Mr. Johnson Karkada - 9945211616
Mr  Anoop Justin - 9886102158 

Monday, 25 November, 2024
Area03 + 

Area30
Ittimadu / Mysore Road / Raja Rajeshwari Nagar 

Mr. Winfred Joshua - 8088818047

Tuesday, 26 November, 2024 Area26 Udaya Nagar / Kaggadasapura / Rahat Bagh / Mallespalya / CV Raman Ngr / GM Palaya
Mr. Shawn Simon - 9845024292
Mr. Franklyn Edwin - 9886054607

Wednesday, 27 November, 2024 Area24 KodigeHalli / Sahakar Nagar / Chikkajala Jakkur /Kempapura Mr. Rehan Bangara - 9916447797

Thursday, 28 November, 2024 Area07
ITI Ramamurthy Nagara / K R Puram / Kadagondanahalli / TC Palya / Hoysala Nagara/ Hoskote 

Road / Budigere Cross 
Mr. Naveen Rangaya - 9686247075

Friday, 29 November, 2024 Area28
 Jalavayu Vihar / Kammanahalli / HBR Layout /

Kalyan Nagar/ RS Palya
Mr Ivan Shiri - 9343379608
Mr. Billy Graham : 90080 80937

Saturday, 30 November, 2024 Area17 Hennur Bande / Kothanur / BDS Garden / Byarathi  Kothanur -  Day 1 (Kothanur)

Mr. Clement Reginald - 9035009438
Mr. Billy Graham : 90080 80937
Mr. David Soans - 9448225584
Mrs. Surekha Johnas - 7892495590
Mr. David Seelan - 78999 62030

Saturday, 30 November, 2024 Area19
R T Nagar / Sultanpalya / K B Sandra / Dinnur / 

Ganga Nagar 

Mr. Anoop Justin - 9886102158 
Mr. Johnson Karkada - 9945211616

Sunday, 1 December, 2024 Area20 Hulimavu / NOBO Nagar / Bannergatta Road / Vijay bank Colony/ DLF/Kodichikkanahalli 
Mr. Erashmas Sumithra - 9845434345
Mr. Vijay Palanna - 9448092086

Sunday, 1 December, 2024 Area04
Lingarajapuram / Kariyana Palya / Oil Mill Road / Kacharakanahalli / Karamchand Layout / 

Campus Crusade 
Mr. David J Soans - 9480065725
Mr. Stanley Jaychand - 9980155464

Monday, 2 December, 2024 Area05 Murugeshpalya / Vinayaka Nagar / Wind Tunnel Road 

Mr. Shaun Sadananda - 8861737731
Mr. Reginald Lazarus - 9845143543

Tuesday, 3 December, 2024 Area10 Yeshwanthpur / IISc / Mathikere / BEL Road / MS Palya / Sanjay Nagar / Nagasandra -  Day 1

Mr. John Mohan Raj - 9844255320
Mr. Vishal Kishore - 9482003684

Wednesday, 4 December, 2024 Area21
D G Halli / Arabic College /C28 Nagavara / Tanisandra / 

Hegde Nagar / Chelekere 
Mr Ivan Shiri - 9343379608
Mr. Billy Graham : 90080 80937

Thursday, 5 December, 2024 Area11 Shanthi Nagar / Richmond / Langford road / Adugodi / Lakkasandra
Mr. Praveen Salins - 9008033707

Friday, 6 December, 2024 Area22 Vidyaranyapura / Tindlu /  Yelahanka / Sahakar Nagar
Ms. Sumita Kumar - 9844750486

Saturday, 7 December, 2024 Area16 Hoodi  / Shanthinikethan / Bhoganahalli  (New Horizon Vidhya Mandhir) / Whitefield / Kadugodi

Mr. Franklyn Edwin - 9886054607
Mr. Jacob Anuroop Yadiki - 9379481951

Sunday, 8 December, 2024 Area10 Yeshwanthpur / IISc / Mathikere / BEL Road / MS Palya / Sanjay Nagar / Nagasandra Day 2 Mr. John Mohan Raj - 9844255320

Monday, 9 December, 2024 Area01
Cox Town / Hutchins Road / Clarence School / ITC / Thomas town / Maruthi Seva Nagar / Jai 

Bharathi Nagar / Mosque Road (Frazer Town)
Mr. P. Jayaseelan - 9844441700

Tuesday, 10 December, 2024 Area15 Vasanthnagar / Benson Town / Munireddy Palya / UTC / J C Nagar 
Mrs. Mirium Sadhu - 9538982424
Ms. Gabriella Tannishtha - 7259198424

Wednesday, 11 December, 2024 Area17 Hennur Bande / Kothanur / BDS Garden / Byarathi  Kothanur -  Day 2 (BDS Garden)

Mr. Clement Reginald - 9035009438
Mr. Billy Graham : 90080 80937
Mr. David Soans - 9448225584
Mrs. Surekha Johnas - 7892495590
Mr. David Seelan - 78999 62030

Thursday, 12 December, 2024 Area02
J P Nagar(part) / Jayanagar / Hanumantha Nagar / Banashankari / Padmanabhanagara / 

Kanakapura Road /  Kamakya

Mr. Kiran Kotian - 9945183487
Mr. Daniel Pramodan - 9880256971

Friday, 13 December, 2024 Area13 Madivala / Tavarekere / BTM I & II 
Mr. Erashmas Sumithra - 9845434345
Mr. Vijay Palanna - 9448092086
Mr. Kristasharan Theodore - 9845144235

Saturday, 14 December, 2024
Area25 + 

Area14
OMBR / Horamavu / Babusapalya  Day 1

Mr. Wilson Pratap - 9886712206
Mr. Paul Abraham - 9342545991
Mr. Jervis Arthur - 9986794310

Saturday, 14 December, 2024 Area09 Huskur / Electronic City / Hosa Road / Haralur Road
Mr. Sanjith Joy Devadatta - 9886190980
Mr. Rohan Panglanna - 9686197217

St. Andrew's Church - Carols 2024 Planner
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HAPPENINGS DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2024

OBITUARY

INFANT BAPTISM

Mr. Sunil Joseph Aiman
aged 58 years; husband of Mrs. Reshma Aiman, 

father of Ms. Tania Aiman, 
Slept in the Lord, Tuesday, 12th of November 2024

Mrs. Jane Ivy Jeremiah
aged 82 years; Wife of Late Albert Jeremiah,

Mother of Sandra / Oliver Kunder,  Savitha / Karam 
Ray, Grandmother of Rubaina / Akash and Nitesh, 

Sister of late John Vincent, 
Sebastian John and Grace Bangera,

Slept in the Lord, Thursday, 21st of November 2024

Lian Christopher Karkada
Son of Mr. Malveen Sudarshan Karkada & Mrs. Bhavya N. V 

on 10th of November 

Ethan Kaysee
Son of Mr. Sheehan Smithesh & Mrs. Karuna Sharma 

on 17th of November 

Monday, 16 December, 2024
Area25 + 
Area14

OMBR / Horamavu / Babusapalya  Day 2
Mr. Wilson Pratap - 9886712206
Mr. Paul Abraham - 9342545991
Mr. Jervis Arthur - 9986794310

Tuesday, 17 December, 2024 Area23 Victoria Layout / Austin Town  / Viveknagar / Ejipura Mr. Sam Macwana - 9844209043

Wednesday, 18 December, 2024 Area06
HAL Quarters / L B Shastry Nagar /  Marathahalli / Munnekollal  / 

Doddanekundi / Kundalahalli 
Mr. Jaswanth Thomas  - 9008322770
Mr. Susinder Herbert  - 9164241747

Thursday, 19 December, 2024 Area27 Koramangala / HSR / Hosapalya  / Sarjapur Rd/ Belandur 
Mr. Egbert Devadatta - 9972514111
Mr. Vivian Seagaran - 9880333459

Friday, 20 December, 2024 Area18
Ulsoor / Cambridge Layout / Indiranagar / 
Jeevan Bhima Nagar / Kodihalli / Domlur

Mr. Franklyn Edwin - 9886054607

Saturday, 21 December, 2024 Area17 Hennur Bande / Kothanur / BDS Garden / Byarathi  Kothanur -  Day 3

Mr. Clement Reginald - 9035009438
Mr. Billy Graham : 90080 80937
Mr. David Soans - 9448225584
Mrs. Surekha Johnas - 7892495590
Mr. David Seelan - 78999 62030

Saturday, 21 December, 2024 Area08
Sheshadripuram / Malleshwaram / Rajajinagar / Vijayanagara / 

Basaveshwara Nagara /  Nagarbhavi 
Mr. Fredric Isaac - 9900181994

Sunday, 22 December, 2024 Area29  Church Compound Mr. Manoj Noronha - 9731729141

15-Dec-2024 Tubegere, Sunday school & Youth Christmas
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SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE CALENDAR 2024

25th December Theme: Fullness of Time and Hopeful  Celebration

Sunday

Old Testament Isaiah 52: 7 - 10 Mr. Wilson Prathap

Epistle Titus 2: 11 - 14 Mrs. Asha Franklyn

Gospel St. Luke 1: 67 - 79 Wg Cdr I D Soans (K)

Old Testament Isaiah 9: 1 - 7 Mr. Joshi Mark Premnath

Epistle Galatians 4: 1 - 7 Miss Vivian Evangeline Shiri

Gospel St. Luke 2: 1 - 14 Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri (K)

Old Testament Zechariah 8: 9 - 13 Mr. Heinzsten Raj Peter

Epistle Ephesians 4: 17 - 24 Dr. Helen P. Samuel

Gospel St. Matthew 22: 34 - 40 Mr. Naveen Jayakumar Rangayya (K) 

Old Testament Exodus 19: 1 - 6 Mr. Nirag Darren Soans

Epistle Hebrews 8: 6 - 13 Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj 

Gospel St. Matthew 26: 26 - 29 Wg Cdr I D Soans (K) 

*5th January  

1st Sunday
9.00 a.m

24th December 

Tuesday

Christmas Eve

Theme: The Joy of Hoping

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben Combined Worship Service

6:30 p.m

*Combined Holy Communion 

Worship Service

6:30 p.m

25th December 

 Wednesday

Christmas Day

Theme: Joy to the World

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben Combined Worship Service

9:00 a.m

*31st December  

Tuesday

Year Ending Worship Service

Theme: The Joy of Believing

Celebrant & Preacher:                   

Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben                                                                              

Confirmation Sunday

sS

*1st January  

Wednesday

New Year - Covenant Day

Theme: The Joy of Promising

Celebrant: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben  

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Allan Palanna                                                                           

*Combined Holy Communion 

Worship Service

8:30 a.m
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the Scripture reading as scheduled.

Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for 
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