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From the Presbyter’s Desk

Fearless Hope
“...Now hope that is seen is not hope” Romans 8:24

The shift of our meditations and ministry of the Word from Good Friday to Easter
is one from ‘Fear to Hope', and Easter is the celebration of “Fearless Hope.” One
of the lasting images surrounding our Good Friday meditations is the
vulnerability of Jesus on the Cross and the celebration of love that overcomes
fear and hatred. But the image is not complete without grappling with the reality
that crowds around the cross stood helpless and “returned home, beating their
breasts. And all his acquaintances... stood at a distance watching these things”
(Luke 23:48-49). Authoritarianism coupled with power lives and thrives on fear,
and that is what the representatives of Religion and Empire did to the people
around Jesus. Isolation and loneliness create more fear and helplessness. The
opposite of fear is hope, and the disciples' acquaintances demonstrated that the
Risen Christempowered them to overcome fearand celebrate hope.

Apostle Paul talks about the visible and invisible or the seen and the unseen
experiences of faith resulting in Hope and illustrates, “For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” (Romans 8:24-25).
For Paul, our struggling questions of our day are probably the same questions. In
this life, can we experience the reality of our glorification, or only the hope of it?
But Paul would indicate that the hope of every follower of Christ is based on
God's promise, and the gift of salvation is the foundation of hope. The German
Theologian, Juergen Moltmann, brought to discussion in Theology and Mission,
the possibility of hope, and grounds it on the resurrection of hope. He observes, “/
began to understand that the assailed Christ...who takes the prisoners with him
on his way to resurrection. | began to summon up the courage to live again,
seized by a great hope.” The Theology of Hope articulates the idea that the
Chrisitan faith is lived in witness to the promises of a God who can and will make
all things right. These promises are offered most clearly in the passion, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.



The words of the Apostle Paul are echoed in a different context by the Prophet
Habakkuk, where he talks of himself as a Sentinel (Watchman), and a vision
from God in 2:2-3, “Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. For there is still a vision for
the appointed time; it speaks ofthe end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait
for it; it will surely come, it will not delay.”

The Celebration of Easter is a celebration of the Risen Christ, a celebration of
love, of hope, but more importantly the triumph of hope over fear and the
courage to hope in the midst of fear, and share the Good News of Fearless Hope.
Itis in this context, the early Church celebrated this fearless hope with the mutual
wish:

Christis risen! He is risen indeed!

Your Presbyter
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

Reports of Activities by the Wings & Ministries of the Church

Healing Ministry Sunday, February 11, 2024




Healing Ministry Sunday was celebrated in both the Kannada and English
Worship Services on February 11”. Theme for the Kannada Worship Service
was BEBRTED ANV (RBRWRBN 2:74). The theme for the English
Worship Service was Perfect Peace (Ephesians 2:14). Preacher during both the
Kannada and English Services was Dr. Vijaya Prabha. All the Health Care
Professionals of our congregation actively participated in both the Services

Health Care Professionals Network led by Dr. Abhishek Bhasme organized a
Free Bone Density and Peripheral Neuropathy Camp after both the Kannada
and English Worship Services. Around 75 congregation members, mostly senior
citizens participated in the Camp. The Camp received positive response and
appreciation from the congregation members.

Mr. Vijay Kumar Palanna
Convener

Career Hub Team continued its Weekly Sessions after the English Worship
Services during February. Congregation members looking for placements,
placement assistance and career counseling interacted with the Career Hub
Team during the sessions.

Career Hub Team would like to share a testimonial:

“St. Andrews Church Career Hub is a wonderful help for the job seekers. Their
support gives us the confidence to try for good opportunities. They are easily
approachable and always ready to help the people who are in need of good
careers.

The reason for me to go to Career Hub was to get a clear idea as to where | can fit
in as | was not able to make decision on my own. Needed people to guide me and
give me information depending on which | could take decision in terms of my
career. | felt | could get different ways of settling down in my career with which |
wouldn't have got with my own decision.”

Mr. Vijay Kumar Palanna
Convener



On February 5, 2024 the St. Andrew's Youth participated in "Troika" hosted by
Holy Trinity Church. Our Youth took part in the Music Event - Western Solo and
Western Group, and won prizes for both.

St. Andrew's Youth also visited the CS/ Hospital in the month of February
(11.2.2024). It was a special and humbling moment - singing, listening, and
praying for them in the Geriatric Ward. We are grateful for this opportunity and all
the blessings our LORD has showered upon us, and we pray that we spend more
time spreading and sharing GOD's love with one another.

Mr. Kenneth Franklyn
Convener

Sunday School

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The Sunday School of our church resumed on 11" June 2023 with the total
strength of 770 children and 15teachers.



We are almost at the last month of the academic year 2023 - 24 and we have 178
children, 20 teachers and 15 volunteers who help us with Praise and Worship as
wellin Young Adults’ Class.

On 11" February 2024, an Exam was conducted for Kannada Sunday School
children. All the children attended the Exam including the little ones! Some of the
pictures | am sharing here.

We thank our Presbyter, Rev, Dr. Dexter S. Maben and the Pastorate Committee
for encouraging us and supporting us throughout the year.

Last but not least, we thank all the parents and the grandparents who have been
supporting us and sending their children to Sunday School.

Mrs. Sujatha Kishore
Sunday School Superintendent.

St. Andrew’s School, Siddapura

St. Andrew's School Commemorates Mahatma Gandhi's Legacy
with Engaging Activities
St. Andrew's School, known for its commitment to holistic education, observed
the 30" of January with a series of enriching activities to honor the death
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. Among these activities was an Essay Writing
Competition tailored for 7 Std. Students, focusing on the influential figure's life
andteachings.
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On the designated day, the school buzzed with intellectual fervor as young
minds delved into the essence of Mahatma Gandhi's principles through Essay
Writings. Students show-cased their creativity and understanding of Gandhi's
ideologies, highlighting his pivotal role in India's struggle for Independence and
his enduring legacy of Nonviolent Resistance.

Moreover, the commemoration extended in recognizing the importance of
sustainability and mindful consumption, children participated in a thought-
provoking debate on the various uses of different grains. This exercise not only
encouraged critical thinking but also fostered an appreciation for the significance
of eco-conscious choices in everyday life.

The spirit of engagement didn't stop there. Embracing the ethos of
environmental responsibility, the school observed a 'Bag-less Day," promoting
the reduction of plastic waste and advocating for eco-friendly alternatives. As
part of this initiative, students enthusiastically embraced the concept of '‘Built
Talk,' where they expressed their thoughts and ideas on sustainability and
conservation efforts.

In addition to these activities, St. Andrew's School also prioritized academic
preparation, ensuring students are equipped with the necessary skills for
success. To this end, preparatory exams were held for 5”"-grade students on the
19" of February 2024, emphasizing the school's dedication to academic
excellence alongside holistic development.

The commemoration of Mahatma Gandhi's death anniversary served as a
reminder of his enduring influence and timeless principles. Through a diverse
array of activities, St. Andrew's School not only paid homage to the Father of the
Nation.




but also instilled in its students the values of empathy, sustainability, and
academic rigor, preparing them to become responsible global citizens of
tomorrow.

Mrs. Myriam Sudha - Head Mistress
Mr. Neil George Anchan - Convener

Young Couples’ Fellowship

'For the Lord gives wisdom;
from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.' Proverbs 2:6

In line with the feedback received during Kutumba Habba to take up sensitive
issues and equipping the church to effectively handle taboo topics, YCF Team
was glad to host the Session “Just Communication on Gender” by our own Rev.
Dr. Allan Palanna. The way Pastor brought out this sensitive issue highlighting
the biblical aspect of gender and sexuality was commendable. Our gratitude to
Rev. Dr. Palanna for gracefully answering all the questions and patiently listening
to the opinions of all. YCF is grateful to all the parents, elders and youngsters for
attending this fruitful Session. Thanking the Praise and Worship Team led by Mr.
Ajith John for uplifting our spirits in communion with God.

Do continue to pray for this ministry. Thanking God for His grace. We are thankful
to our Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben for his continued support and
guidance. We are grateful to the YCF Team and Andrew's family for their
encouragement, team-work and love for this ministry.

Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj
Convener



Women'’s Fellowship

Our Women's Fellowship met on the 1% Saturday of February 2024 for Monthly
Bible Study based on the theme of '‘Gratitude.’ The Bible Study was conducted
by Mrs. Naina Watsa.

The study was based on the 70 Lepers account found in Luke 17:11-19, a story
that contains life-changing lessons on faith and gratitude. The focus of this story
is not so much on the miraculous healing itself but on what happens before and
after it. The only leper, who returned to thank Jesus, chose to praise the Giver
before enjoying His gift of physical, emotional and social restoration. He was
rewarded for his gratefulness - his personal encounter with Jesus left him
spiritually transformed. What an example he sets for us! What kind of action is
required from us for the countless gifts we freely receive from God?

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 says, "Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks
in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." Through
Jesus, God's will is to sanctify us completely. Gratitude is at the heart of a
Christian's life as it develops endurance and trustin God's love and mercy. True
thankfulness recognizes our total dependence on God and stems from realizing
that everything going on in our lives and all we have is the product of God's
sovereign control, infinite wisdom, purposes, grace, and activity.

Practicing gratitude every moment leads to a multitude of benefits. It helps us:

¢ Glorify God e Reject Satan's lies

e See God's hand in everything e Forgive others easily

e Accept God's will e Guard against envy

e Have peace eLive in the present

e Feel content ¢ Be a living testimony

e Have deeper faith e Feel beautiful, inside out
¢ Be joyful

Let us be intentional about cultivating gratitude, and thereby experience the life
God wills for us to have - ‘abundance in every circumstance.’

Mrs. Daisy Richard
Vice president/Secretary SAWF



Care for the Elderly

WeThank the Lord AImlghty, for giving us the strength and courage day after day —
to live, praising and worshiping HIM through our Lord Jesus Christ.

This month's Care for the Elderly program was conducted on the 27" of January
2024, at Rev. Stewart Wright Hall. The Speaker for this New Year's Fellowship

was Rev. Vasudevan.
The meeting started with Praise and Worship led by the Youth Fellowship,

singing three beautiful Gospel songs.

Rev. Vasudevan addressed the elders on the topic 'No Never Alone.' He spoke
on the causes of loneliness, the effects of loneliness and the emotions
associated with loneliness and how do we overcome this. Loneliness has few
characteristics but Hebrews 13:5 says, 'Let your conversation be without
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, | will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.' The best way to be happy is to be content
with the Lord Jesus Christ.

We can count our blessings we have, write them down, give to others freely, and
pray for others in need. Then we will be happy and content with all that we have.
The mostimportantis love being the underlying factor.

February Fellowship was scheduled on the 24" of February 2024. The Speaker
was Dr. Stafford Cripps. Dr. Cripps spoke on the topic '‘Good Friday: Sad Friday
or Bad Friday.' His theme was based on the view that Good Friday was a happy
day though being a day to mourn Jesus Christ's death on the cross; it was a day
when our sins were forgiven once and for all.



His references were from:

Isaiah 53:5: 'But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds
we are healed.’

Mathew 28:20: ‘and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you.
And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.’

He referred to many other Scripture portions as well.

His message was about Jesus Christ's love for us that we were sinners and he
came into the world to save us from our sins. He took our sins on Himself and how
grateful we must be to accept His Saving Grace.

The meeting ended with Fellowship over Lunch.

We thank the members of our Youth Fellowship, and the Elders for participating.

Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri
Convener

Mission & Evangelism
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As part of Christmas Celebrations at our Mission Field at Tubagere, members of
our Youth Fellowship and few congregation members visited our Tubagere
Mission Field during the 3° week of December 2023. We had a wonderful
experience of sharing our Christmas joys with our members of Tubagere church.
The Youth Fellowship sang Christmas Carols and our Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Dexter
S. Maben, celebrated the Holy Eucharist. Each family was given a Christmas
family gift. The program ended with Fellowship Lunch and Christmas goodies to
all.



M&E Team thanks the Youth Fellowship and the members who took part in the
Christmas Program at Tubagere.

In the month of January & February 2024, members of M&E Team visited our
Tubagere Mission Field to celebrate the Holy Eucharist and fellowship with the
members of Tubagere church.

M&E Team is planning to conduct VBS in the month of April. We will be needing
volunteers who can helpin VBS at Tubagere. Adetailed plan is being worked out.
Do keep thisin your prayers.

Do continue to support us through your prayers as we plan new activities and
program for coming months..

Mr. Kenneth Franklyn
Convener
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Welcome friends. Did you know that 22nd March is observed as World Water Day? The
Bible often uses water to symbolize faith, salvation, and provision. Water is essential to
our physical being just as prayer is essential to our spiritual being. The Holy Bible has
numerous scriptures and encouraging stories about the power of prayer. Next up is a
prayer-themed Crossword (NRSV Bible).

2 ] Across
| 1P 4.1 Thessalonians 5:17 - How are
° [ [ [ [ ] [ [ 1] we to pray?
_— . S 7.John 14:13 - Ask this in my
N :‘ =1 [ name, and | will do it.

L] | 8. Matthew 6:5 - Tells us not to
I O I _ pray like .
IT'— —'—| 10. James 5:16 - Tells us the

prayer of this person is powerful
and effective.




Down
1. Matthew 5:44 - Love whom?
2.Psalm37:4- yourselfinthe Lord; to receive the desires of your heart.

3.Job42:10-God did this when Job prayed for his friends.

5.Acts 12:5-What were the people of God doing while Peter was keptin prison?

6. 2 Peter 3:9 - Tells us the Lord is not slow about His promise, but patient, that all
should come to this.

9.John17:9-Jesussaid, "... not asking on behalf of the

Correct entries will be published in next month's newsletter along with answer keys.
Send your printed answers to the Church WhatsApp number 9741401874 by 25th
March 2024, in the following format:
Name
Serial number—Answer

THINK BOX

Mine Is The Love by Christine V. Mitchell

Mine is the love that stands through time Each day that passes by, | see

A love that never fails. The longing of your heart.
Upon the cross, My love lived on It's My desire to comfort you
Although My hands were nailed. And My love to impart.

The pangs of death and hell could not You're precious and | long to give you

Prevent love's burning fire. Everlasting peace.

To see you whole again has been And reassure you daily that

My Father's great desire. My mercies never cease.

| rose again, for death could not Mine is the love that stands through time
Obliterate this love. O come to Me, dear soul.

And now the way is open to Receive My precious love, sublime

My Father's throne above. That never will grow old.

Well Done February Quiz Stars

1. FeliciaManoraj 5. Annie Felix
2.DeepanElbert Pramodan 6. Gitanjali Lazarus

3.A.N.IndiraDevi 7.Lynette Natasha Karkada
4. Esther Suguna Simeon




February Quiz Answers

1. Quails (Exodus 16:13) 6. Zechariah (Zech 5:9)
2. Peacocks (1 Kings 10:22 KJV) 7. Turtle Dove (Song of Solomon 2:12)
3. Ravens (Pro 30:17) 8. Ostrich (Job 39:13-14)
4. Daniel(Dan 7:4) 9. Eagle (Ezekiel 1:10)
5. Dove & Pigeon (Gen 15:9) 10. Hezekiah (Isa 38:14 KJV)
HAPPENINGS DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2024
INFANT BAPTISM
Ezra Shawn

Son of Mr. Shawn Sandesh and Mrs. Deborah Evangaline
on 4th of February 2024

Scarlett Alexandra Narcis
Daughter of Mr. Daren Elvis Narcis and
Mrs. Stephanie Roseanna Narcis
on 11th of February 2024

OBITUARY

Mr. V. Yesupadam
(aged 82 years)
husband of Mrs. V. V. S. Salome, father of Dr. Vani Manohair,
Ms. Sanjana Kaul, Mr. V. D. V. Prabhupani, Mr. V. Devnath & Dr. Veni Uday
slept in the Lord on 21st February 2024.

Mrs. Lucy Swain
(aged 84 years)
mother of Ms. Margaret Swain & Mr. Rocky Swain
slept in the Lord on 22nd February 2024.

Calendar for the Month of April 2024

1st Sunday after Easter
*7th April Theme - Encounter with the Risen Lord
Sunday Celebrant & Preacher *Combined Holy Communion
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben Worship Service
Old Testament Genesis 32: 22 - 32 Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri 9:00 a.m
Epistle Acts 9:1-18 Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj
Gospel St. John 20: 24 - 29 Mrs. Sujatha Kishore (K)
Evening Service Preacher: Dr. John Vasumitra 6.15 p.m

13




the Faithful
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DATE & TIME THEME SCRIPTURE LESSON PREACHER
Friday Lenten Service
8th March 2024 Brokenness and Healing in St. Mark 12:18-27 Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
6:30 pm Living
Friday Lenten Service
15th March 2024 Brokenness and Healing in St. Mark 12:28-34 Rev. Jessie Ranjan
6:30 pm Following
Friday Lenten Service
22nd March 2024 Brokenness and Healing in St. Mark 13:1-13 Rev. Dr. Rohan Gideon
6:30 pm Believing
DATE & TIME THEME SCRIPTURE LESSON PREACHER
Sunday PALM SUNDAY Isaiah 56:1-8
24th March 2024 | Brokenness and Healing among | 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 | Rev. Dr. Vasant William Renick
9:00 am the Witnesses St. Mark 11:1-11
Monday HOLY WEEK
25th March 2024 | Brokenness and Healing among St. Mark 11:12-19 Rev. Dr. Vasant William Renick
6:30 pm the Joyful
Tuesday HOLY WEEK
26th March 2024 | Brokenness and Healing among St. Mark 11:20-25 Rev. Dr. Vasant William Renick
6:30 pm the Prayerful
Wednesday HOLY WEEK
27th March 2024 | Brokenness and Healing among St. Mark 14:1-11 Rev. Dr. Vasant William Renick
6:30 pm the Fearful
Thursday* M&%RDC\L jn':n‘i':f;'g)’?’ Exodus 12:1-13
28th March 2024 Brokenness and Healing among 1 Corinthians 11:23-34 Rev. Dr. Allan Palanna
6:30 pm St. Mark 14:12-16 (K)

Hopeful

DATE & TIME THEME SCRIPTURE LESSON PREACHER
Friday Numbers 21:1-9
29th March 2024 Brokennecsisoa(:\?i f_:;ﬁ‘; in Death 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
9:00 am St. Matthew 27:32-44 (K)
GOOD FRIDAY
1st Word St. Luke 23: 34 Rev. Dr. Rohan Gideon
Friday 2nd Word St. Luke 23:43 Rev. |.J. W Ambler
29th March 2024 3rd Word St.John 19: 26 - 27 Rev. B. Silpa Rani
11:30 am 4th Word St. Matthew 27: 46 Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
to 3:00 pm 5th Word St.John 19: 28 Rev. M. B. Kotian
6th Word St. John 19: 30 Rev. Dr. Allan Palanna
7th Word St. Luke 23: 46 Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES
DATE & TIME THEME SCRIPTURE LESSON PREACHER
EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE
Sunday* (Holy Communion) Exodus 14:21-29
31st March 2024 Service begins with a Play by the Colossians 3:1-11
5:00 am Youth Fellowship St. Mark 16:1-8 (K)
Celebrant & Preacher
EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
Sunday* (Holy Communion) Exodus 14:21-29
31st March 2024 A Colossians 3:1-11
9:00 am St. Mark 16:1-8 (K)




*3rd March
1st Sunday

Calendar for the Month of March 2024
4th Sunday before Easter, 3rd Sunday in Lent

Theme: Brokenness and Healing in Prayer

Celebrant & Preacher *Combined Holy Communion
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben Worship Service

Old Testament

2 Kings 20:1-11 Mr. Joshi Mark Premnath

Epistle

1 Thessalonians 5: 12 - 22 Mrs. Neha Soans George

Gospel

St. Mark 7: 24 - 30 Mr. Rashmi S. Mohanraj (K)

Evening Service

Preacher: Dr. John Vasumitra

10th March
2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday before Easter, 4th Sunday in Lent

Theme: Brokenness and Healing in True Worship

Preacher: Rev. M. B. Kotian Kannada

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Vincent Rajkumar English

Old Testament

Mrs. Sabitha Simon (K)

Exodus 3:11-18 - .
Miss Reena Betsy Wilson

Epistle

Mr. C. P. Lawrence (K)

Acts 16: 25 - 34 - "
Mr. Anish Enoch Kotian

Gospel

Mrs. Amita Hans (K)

St. Mark 13:1-8

Dr. Narga Nair

Evening Service

Conducted by Youth Fellowship

*17th March
3rd Sunday

Passion Sunday

2nd Sunday before Easter, 5th Sunday in Lent

Theme: Brokenness and Healing in the Cross

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben *Kannada Holy Communion

Preacher: Rev. Allwyn J. Maben English

Old Testament

Mr. Glen Phineas (K)

Deuteronomy 18: 15 - 22 .
Mrs. Agnita Robert

Epistle

Mrs. Evelyn Sumana (K)

2 Corinthians 1: 3-11 —
Mr. Dilip Abraham

Gospel

st. Mark 10: 46 - 52 Mr. Mary Sukumari (K)

Mrs. Anisha Lazarus

Evening Service

Holy Communion Service Celebrant & Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

24th March
4th Sunday

Palm Sunday

Theme: Brokenness and Healing among the Witnesses

Preacher

Rev. Dr. Vasant William Renick LTI LR Lol R

Old Testament

2 Kings 20:1-11 Mrs. Sujata Kishore

Epistle

1 Thessalonians 5: 12 - 22 Mrs. Leena Jaykumari

Gospel

St. Mark 7: 24 - 30 Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj (K)

*31st March
5th Sunday

Easter Sunday
Theme: Brokenness and Healing among the Hopeful

Play by the Youth Fellowship

Celebrant & Preacher:

= . .
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben Combined Holy Communion

Worship Service

Sunrise
Service at
5:00 a.m

Old Testament

Exodus 14: 21 - 29 Mrs. Neha Salome George

Epistle

Colossians 3: 1-11 Mr. Joshi Mark Premnath

Gospel

St. Mark 16:1-8

Mr. Vijay Palanna (K)

Easter
Service at
9:00 a.m

Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for
the Scripture reading as scheduled.
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