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From the Presbyter’s Desk

Embracing Empowerment
“Let us go across to the other side” 

Mark 4:35

Isidore Robey, a famous Physicist, came to the United States as a small 

child and grew up on New York City's Lower East side. In an interview he 

was once asked how a poor immigrant boy was able to become one of the 

world's leading physicists. He replied, “I couldn't help it. It was because of 

my mother. She had a deep appreciation for the search for the truth. And 

every single day when I came home from school, she would ask me, 'Did 

you ask any good question today?'” 

In the month of September, we prepare to celebrate Education, Women 

and the Elderly. The story of Isidore Robey, in a way combines all three 

important areas of our life into conversation. One thing stands out is the 

idea of “Empowerment,” and the need to embrace empowerment. The cry 

for Equality, Justice, and Freedom gets louder each day, even as we 

celebrate growing images of modernity and technology. We are 

wondering how Artificial Intelligence (AI) is going to shape our lives, our 

jobs and even our thinking. It is in this context, that we find that the 

teachings of Jesus were radical and contemporary. 

In the Gospel of Mark 4:35-41, the call of Jesus “Let us go across to the 

other side,” as a Teacher, was a radical call of courageous learning and 

open engagement. Jesus wanted to teach lessons of life that are 

grounded on values and choices. Jesus was willing to go away from the 

crowd, from the stage, from publicity, from attention to teach lessons of 

faith to the disciples. Jesus believed in the philosophy of learning by doing, 

theoretical learning but result in practical living. He taught the disciples 

that they cannot hide in the crowd, they need to face the storm, and they 

need to face challenges. We are not alone, but the promise of the 

presence is real, 'Peace! Be still' (4:39), is real and a promise beyond 

assurance. Questions are part of learning, as the disciples asked, 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” (Mark 4:38). We must 

continue to ask questions, only then we will find answers. Sometimes 
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when we ask, people in authority or in positions of power feel 

uncomfortable, but we must continue to ask, even as we ask ourselves. 

We are deeply grateful to God that our ministry of Christian Education in 

our Sunday School and our ministry of embracing empowerment is 

carried out at St. Andrew's School at Siddapura. 

It is a matter of joy that our Women are meeting regularly for Bible Study 

and Fellowship, and extending hospitality to people in need. 

Our regular meeting of the Care for the Elderly ministry has been 

rewarding, and it is matter of joy that deep bonds are being built and 

encouragement is flourishing. 

We continue to thank God for the Team Leadership and the work of 

networking continues to be blessed. 

Let us embrace empowerment in our different areas of life and work.

God bless you 

Your Presbyter
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Greetings to one and all in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ!

We are happy to share with you all that the Kannada Sunday School Teachers 

along with the children celebrated 77th Independence Day on 20.08.2023. 

Teachers explained to them the importance of Independence Day. To conclude 

the day, children played some games too.

Reports of Activities by the Wings & Ministries of the Church 
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thOn Sunday, the 27  of  August, our Sunday School children presented a Song in 

Hindi during English Service. The Song goes like this: "Kaun hai Kaun hai Raja 

wonka Raja. Kaun hai Kaun hai Dhuniya ka Bhadsha -Yeshu hai uska naam tho 

karo jai jai kaar”.   Along with the Sunday School children, even the congregation 

enjoyed the song.

We the Team of Sunday School, thank one and all for supporting us.

Mrs. Sujatha Kishore

Sunday School Superintendent 

WOMEN FELLOWSHIP

'Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been 

poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.’ 

Romans 5:3-5 

We often think why we go through the things we go through and tie it up with our 

own understanding, missing out on what God intended for us.

The passage that we studied was 1 Kings 17:1-9, from which we drew 3 main 

takeaways that we could reflect upon:

i. Just as God safely kept Elijah in the cave away from King Ahab, we can 

be sure that when God calls us for a purpose, He PROTECTS us and 

makes a path for us to carry it out.
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ii. Next, we saw how God miraculously PROVIDES for Elijah with bread 

from ravens and water from the brook. God already knows our spoken and 

unspoken needs and will always make sure his children are equipped for 

the task He calls them for. We must trust in that our needs can be met 

through Him and we can depend on God in everything.

iii. Finally, as we journeyed with Elijah, as the brook dried up and his time in 

isolation was nearly done, the frustration of not knowing what was coming 

next and the anxiety must have built up as we all go through that in our own 

life. We feel anxious when we are not in control of our situations, but here 

we learn as the story unfurls that God has a specific plan for Elijah to 

further his ministry from Zerephath after encountering a widow there. 

Unless he went through all that he did, he wouldn't have been strong 

enough to endure the major part of his mission as an ambassador for the 

Lord of Israel. God intends to PRESERVE us for His perfect will in our life, 

and the only way we can see it through is if we submit our lives to God and 

let him take control. 

Everything we go through has God's hand in it and He doesn't put us through 

more than we can bear. We are transformed by our experiences in order that we 

can serve others better as God's children. Through all this, we know we can hold 

on to the hope, keep our eyes on Jesus and depend on Him to Protect us , 

Provide for us and Preserve us for His great plan in our life.

th
The Bible Study was conducted by Mrs. Neha Soans George on Saturday, the 5  

of August, 2023. We are very grateful and thank Neha for conducting the above 

Bible Study.  

Bible Quiz was conducted by the Civil Area Women's Fellowship in our church on 
th

Sunday, the 16  of July, 2023.194 women from various churches all over 

Bangalore participated. Two of our Women's Fellowship members, Mrs. Reena 

Anup and Mrs. Jessy Manoj, also took part. Praise God for their efforts.

Mrs. Daisy Richard

Vice President / Secretary, SAWF

 

 



6

ST. ANDREW’S SCHOOL, SIDDAPURA

Independence Day Celebration 

th
On the morning of the 15  of  August, St. Andrew's School Campus was adorned 

with patriotic vibe. The event commenced at 8:30 am with Flag Hosting by        

Mr. Linnganna, the local Senior Citizen, and lighting the lamp in front of Mahatma 

Gandhiji's photo. The Guest of Honour, Cluster Resource Person, Sindhu 

Shrista, delivered the message. The students of Andrew's School hosted a 

program of dance, skit, patriotic songs and speeches in various languages. Mr. 

Watson, our church member, and ISKON, distributed sweets to the students.

Mr. Neil George Anchan

Convenor, St. Andrew’s School, Siddapura

YOUNG COUPLES’ FELLOWSHIP
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your heart be troubled and do not be afraid.”John 14:27

Words cannot express how much we miss our dear Pastor, Rev. Samuel Sujay; 

yet we know that he is safe in the arms of Jesus. He was the Vice President at 

SABC and also the Principal at KIT. Our YCF Team is filled with gratitude for his 

life, witness and ministry. We cherish the wonderful fun-filled moments spent 

with him; yes, there was never a dull moment interacting with him! 
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We were so blessed to celebrate the special Re-Commitment Service on the 

Covenant of Marriage a few days back during Kutumba Habba - Stronger 

Together, etched in our hearts forever. We as Andrew's family, hope and pray that 

God will grant the peace that passeth all understanding to Mrs. Kumuda, Dr. 

Stuthi and Mr. Jonathan.

It was a blessed time of fellowship we had during our visit to the family as a Core 
th

Committee on Saturday the 26  of August. We along with other visitors were 

encouraged and witnessed to see how God has been with this family, 

strengthening and leading them in every moment. We sang Pastor's favorite 

song, 'Blessed Assurance' and meditated and drew strength from the life and 

witness of Fanny Crosby, the blind Hymn Writer. The void created by Pastor 

Sujay cannot be replaced, but his life and testimony will surely encourage us to 

strive diligently for God's Kingdom.

Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj

Convener, Young Couples’ Fellowship

EPNC

Career Hub Team presented a talk on the topic 'Integrating Faith with Work' by 

Rev. Dr. Sunil Raj from India Campus Crusade for Christ on Sunday, August the 
th

20 . Dr. Sunil Raj is a Servant Leadership Champion, Leadership Coach, Bible 

Teacher and Preacher, and has worked with IT Corporations for 16 years. 

Heeding to God's call, he joined India Campus Crusade for Christ in 2015.

The Theme of the talk was integrating God's kingdom values in the workplace. 

Speaker highlighted that being professional goes beyond being technically 

equipped. It involves attitudes given below which have a strong connect with our 

faith in the Word of God.

1. Internalizing ownership of the organization's growth and objectives.
2. Consistently performing at higher levels.
3. Giving one's very best everyday regardless of circumstances.
4. Maintaining high levels of integrity and accepting criticism.

Career Hub Team continued weekly placement assistance and counseling 

sessions during the month.

Mr. Vijay Kumar Palanna

Convener, EPNC
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Greetings from the Music Ministry! 

We are happy to inform you about the beautiful music rendered to us from a 

Special Choir, The Choir of St. the College 

Chapel, also known as the 'Chapel of the Transfiguration', who came all the way 

from Sri Lanka. They led the on 
thSunday, the 27  of August. The Choir leads the singing at Festive Services and 

Evensongs in the College Chapel.

The Choir functions solely to lead the Worship in the College Chapel and 

therefore refrains from performances. It is currently directed by the incumbent 

Sub-Warden, Mr. Asanka Perera and is accompanied by Mr. Nilhan de Silva 

Warshamanage. The Chapel Choir consists of 48 Thomians.

We were indeed thrilled to have listened to the beautiful rendition of Sacred 

Songs which really turned into a heavenly Worship Service; St. Andrew's Church 

Choir sang as well. We are so glad to have had the opportunity to hear them and 

look forward to many such events, and we invite you all to join in as well.

Thomas' College Mount Lavinia, 

Choral Evensong Worship Service in our church 

Mrs. Neha George

Convener, Music Ministry 

MUSIC MINISTRY

CARE FOR THE ELDERLY

“Godly Expectation of Holiness”

We thank God Almighty and our Lord Jesus Christ for giving us the time to Praise 

and Worship Him.

The Care for the Elderly Ministry organized this month's program on Saturday, 
th

the 29  of July for our Elders, at the Stewart Wright Hall. The speaker was Mr. Saji 

Abraham who addressed the gathering with an inspiring message of “Godly 

Expectation of Holiness” with the Bible reference from Colossians 3:1 - 5 and 

Revelation 22:11, followed by a Q & A Session. 

The program started with the Youth leading the Elders in Praise and Worship 

with three beautiful Hymns. Mr. Saji Abraham spoke on the importance of being 

Holy according to God's standards and to be humble before Him, truly seeking 

His presence.  He loves us all in spite of who we are and what we have done. 
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Just as our Lord loves and forgives us, we too should love and forgive one 

another. Forgiveness is the heart of our faith. Our true faith lies in our lowliness 

and humility before the Lord. We must be willing to deny ourselves for Him, for 

our Lord expects complete submission and obedience. 

In conclusion, we thank all who helped us organize the program this month, and 

all the elders who made it possible to be present.

Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri

Convener, CFE

MISSION & EVANGELISM

th
15 members of our Tubagere congregation visited us on Sunday, the 27  of 

August. They arrived at 7 am; 6 members were baptised and accepted Jesus 

Christ as their Lord and Saviour. A few of the youth even joined the Youth 

Fellowship for Bible Study.

A few elders of the church met with and encouraged the believers from 

Tubagere. We would like to see more of you to come and interact with them and 

offer them a few kind words and give them courage.A Team from our church 
rd

leaves for Tubagere every 3  Sunday of a month. Those of you who wish to join 

us please reach out to me or the Church Office.

Mr. Kenneth Franklyn

Convener, M&E

Greetings!

August being Mission Month, we 

invited Pastors and Preachers 

f r o m  v a r i o u s  M i s s i o n  

Organizations every Sunday of the 

month, speaking toward the 

importance of Mission. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Christian Women Nation Builders

St. Andrew's Church Men's Fellowship, hosted an enriching session on July 22, 

2023, featuring a captivating talk by Dr. Sunil Thomas Chandy, the Former 

Director of CMC Vellore. Dr. Chandy's discourse centered on the extraordinary
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Dr. IDA S Scudder, Medical Missionary & Educator

life and 

distinguished figure in the realms of Medical Missionary Work 

and Education. Dr. Chandy's narrative drew attention to the 

profound significance of seemingly small actions, 

emphasizing the larger meanings they hold in the grand 

tapestry of life. Rooted in the spirit of Christ, the talk exuded a 

impactful mission of Dr. Ida S. Scudder, a 

deeper understanding of how personal and communal actions can resonate with 

a higher purpose. The session expounded on the symbolism of "Three": Three 

knocks, symbolizing awakening, sensitizing, and life-changing moments; Three 

phases, representing the formative, pro-active, and passing-on stages of one's 

journey; Three thrusts - Education, Service, and Research; and Three strengths 

- vision, shield, and delight. The essence of these "Three" elements manifested 

as a legacy, encapsulating values such as Legacy of Factors, Compassion, 

Love, Building, and Family, exemplifying the core values passed down through 

generations.

Through Dr. Chandy's eloquent discourse, attendees were prompted to 
contemplate the intricate interplay of faith, action, and legacy, with the life of Dr. 
Ida S. Scudder, serving as a compelling testament to the power of small deeds 
and steadfast commitment. This insightful session left participants inspired to 
imbue their own lives with purposeful actions and values reflective of Christ's 
teachings.

Revelation Bible Study

Under Rev. Dr. Dexter Maben's leadership, St. Andrew's Church 
rdMen's Fellowship hosted the 3  Bible Study Session under the 

broader theme of Reconciliation & Transformation on  July 8, 

2023, the focus was on the  "Second Seal - White Horse",

among the "Seven Seals" in the Book of Revelation. This intricate exploration 

sought to unravel the symbolic significance of the white horse, often linked with 

victory, within the context of Revelation's complex themes.In the backdrop of 

these discussions, participants delved deeply into the historical, literary, and 

theological aspects of the biblical text, gaining insights into its multifaceted 
thmeanings. Furthermore, on August 12, 2023, the Men's Fellowship hosted the 4  

session to study the "Third Seal - Black Horse," which symbolizes scarcity and 

famine. This session prompted conversations about the implications of scarcity 

in prophetic contexts and its broader spiritual implications, fostering meaningful 

exchanges among attendees.
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Christian Women Nation Builders
St. Andrew's Church, Bangalore, hosted an engaging 

Session on August 26, 2023. Rev. Dr. Rohan P. Gideon from 

United Theological College, Bangalore, delivered an 

insightful talk on "Radical Departure as Discipleship," 

focusing on the inspiring life of Pandita Ramabai.
Born into a Brahmin family, Ramabai defied societal norms. Encouraged by her 

educated father, she delved into Sanskrit and scriptures. Despite an 

unconventional marriage to a "sutra man," she embraced Christianity after her 

husband's early passing and founded the Mukti Mission in Pune. Rev. Dr. Rohan 

Gideon highlighted her journey, emphasizing her transformative departure from 

norms, leaving a lasting legacy of education and social reform.

Mr. Wilson Prathap

Convener, Men’s Fellowship

A lively, motley crowd of young and the young at heart with the common 

denominator of the love for music, using their differential musical talents to make 

the best possible music like a mathematical, differential calculus function.

Besides singing, several play a variety of 

instruments, the Pipe Organ being accompanied by an array of violins, violas and 

cellos, enhancing the congregational singing, at every Sunday Service. Several 

are music teachers too; teaching music in schools and colleges, catching them 

young, encouraging and developing musical talents of kids as young as five! The 

foregoing differential musical skills are all optimized, like in differential calculus, 

towards the objective function of making the best music for the glory of God!
          

Mr. Andrew Bhagyanathan

Organist and Choir Director

A 

bunch of music loving folks, of varied age groups who make music at St. 

Andrew's Church at Worship Services every Sunday. Lively and energetic, 

choristers religiously attend rehearsals, sometimes even several times a week.
 
The repertoire ranges from Bach and Handel to Rutter and Hopson. Anthems are 

sung regularly, and descants for the Hymns by the sopranos are widely 

welcomed and appreciated. 

Accompanied by the restored and augmented Peter Conacher Pipe Organ, the 

choir strives to achieve the best of Choral Music, so as not to leave the heart of 

any worshipper at St Andrew's, untouched!

Short Write-up about our Choir
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SEEKER’S 
NOOK

September 2023

September is the only month with the same number of letters in its name as its 
thsequence in the calendar year. As per the Church almanac, 10  September will be 

celebrated as Women's Sunday. We bring you a quiz on fearless women in the Bible; 
hope you enjoy figuring out who they are.

QUIZ
1. Prophet and judge to Israel, she is known for her wisdom, courage and 
compassionate zeal for justice. 
2. This daughter of a King protected her nephew from death and helped preserve the 
future of Israel. 
3. A remarkable woman modelled bravery and courage when she risked her life to save 
the lives of her people. 
4. This quintessential worshiper and close follower of Christ from Bethany was 
commended by Him for “choosing the better”.
5. One of the first mass evangelists for Jesus Christ, this woman confronted her past 
truthfully after meeting Jesus, transforming into a motivating mouthpiece for the Lord.
6. She prayed to God for a son and in turn, promised to dedicate his life to the service of 
God. 
7. After turning from her idolatrous way of life, she was used mightily by the Lord as the 
great grandmother of King David.
8. This woman and her husband welcomed Paul into their home, to live with them and 
work with them, making tents. Paul mentions to the church in Rome that they risked 
their lives for him. 
9.   She laughed when told that she would bear a son, going on to become a mother of 
nations.
10. This young woman displayed remarkable intelligence and confidence. She not only 
helped save her brother's life but also helped set Israel's deliverance in motion.

Correct entries will be published in next month's newsletter along with answer keys. 
Send your printed answers to the Church Whatsapp number 9741401874 by 25th 
September 2023, in the following format:

? Name
? Serial number – Answer
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The Oldest People in the Bible 
Did you know that all of the oldest people in the Bible are from the Book of Genesis and 
make up the patrilineal line that connects Adam to Noah? These ten men are known as 
the , as they were alive before the Great Flood. Antediluvian Patriarchs

1. Deepan Elbert Pramodan

2. Nathan Mohanraj

3. Gitanjali Lazarus 

4. Annie Felix

5. Rosabelle Prabhakar

6. A N Indiradevi

7. Melissa Simmons

8. Veneetha Sunita

9. Lynette Natasha Karkada

10. Ruhita Vivian

11. Felicia Manoraj

12. Esther Suguna Simeon

Amos, Mark, Luke, John, Joel, Judges, Job, Hebrews, Esther, Acts, James, Ruth, 

Romans, Titus, Matthew, Genesis, Philemon, Chronicles, Daniel, Nahum, 

Hosea, Lamentations, Revelation, Timothy, Samuel, Numbers, Malachi, Peter, 

Exodus, Kings

1. Methuselah (Enoch's son, Lamech's father): 969 years
2. Jared (Mahalel's son, Enoch's father): 962 years
3. Noah (Lamech's son, Shem's father): 950 years
4. Adam (Seth's father): 930 years
5. Seth (Adam's son, Enosh's father): 912 years
6. Kenan (Enosh's son, Mahalel's father): 910 years
7. Enosh (Seth's son, Kenan's father): 905 years
8. Mahalalel (Kenan's son, Jared's father): 895 years
9. Lamech (Methuselah's son, Noah's father): 777 years
10. Enoch (Jared's son, Methuselah's father): 365 years

Mr. Ivan Issac
(aged 77 years)

husband of Mrs. Evangeleen Issac
slept in the Lord on 12th August  2023

OBITUARY

August Hidden Books of the Bible answers

Hearty congratulations to our August Superstars

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriarchs_(Bible)
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HAPPENINGS DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST 2023

Noah Samuel  

son of Mr. Roshan Samuel and Mrs. Rima Mathias 

on 6th of August 2023

Adoriel R. Talathotil  

son of Mr. T. Rohan Joseph and Mrs. Ashwitha J. Shelomith 

on 13th of August 2023

Cara Ahana Salis Samuel

daughter of Mr. Nitin Samuel and Mrs. Nikhita Andrea Salis 

on 28th of August 2023

Old Testament Daniel 3:12-30 Mr. Wilson Prathap
Epistle Acts 18: 24-28 Mrs.Neha Salome George
Gospel St. Luke 10: 1-20   Mr. Vijay Palanna (K)

Evening Service 6.15 p.mPreacher: Dr. John Vasumithra

                 Calendar for the First Week of October 2023

*1st October  
1st Sunday

Laity Sunday  
18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Theme: Witness of the People of God

Celebrant & Preacher:                                 
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

*Combined Holy Communion 
Worship Service

9:00 a.m

Calendar for the First Week of October 2023

INFANT BAPTISM



Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for 
the Scripture reading as scheduled.

Old Testament Proverbs 8:1-12 Mr. Praveen Oscar Shiri

Epistle Acts 8: 26-38 Mrs. Leena Jayakumari

Gospel St. Mark 6: 34-44   Mrs. Sujatha Kishore (K)

Evening Service 6.00 p.m

Preacher: Rev. Hemalata John Kannada 8.15 a.m

Preacher: Rev. Vedamary Jayanesan English

Mrs. Mirium Sadhu (K)

Mrs. Annet Furtado

Miss Maria Priya (K)

Mrs. Esther Ramya

Mrs. Sandra Renita Karkada (K)

Mrs. Anupama Caroline

Evening Service 6.15 p.m

Celebrant & Preacher
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben                                        

*Kannada Holy Communion 8.15 a.m.

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben   English
Mrs. Priya Grace Devadatta (K)

Mrs. Rebecca Monisha Rajeeva

Mr. Praveer Anand Enthat (K)

Mr. Maxwell Samuel Sumitra

Mrs. Annie Solomon (K)

Mrs. Nithya Renith   

*Evening Service 6.15 p.m

Preacher: Rev. M. B. Kotian Kannada 8.15 a.m.

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Vincent Rajkumar English

Mr. Eric Paul (K)

Mr. T.Y. Devaraju

Mrs. Vimalakshi Soans (K)

Mrs. Rose Walters

Mr. Naveen Rangayya (K)

Dr. John Vasumithra

Evening Service 6.15 p.mPreacher: Rev. B. Silpa Rani

*17th September
3rd Sunday

16th Sunday after Pentecost

Theme: Peace and Conflict Resolution

9.30 a.m

Philemon 8-22

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

St. Matthew 20: 1-16

Holy Communion Service - Celebrant & Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

*24th September
4th Sunday

Care for the Elderly Sunday 

Theme: Fruitfulness of the Elderly

9.30 a.m

Old Testament Genesis 17: 1-8

Epistle

Gospel St. Matthew 7: 13-20

Old Testament Genesis 13: 2-12

Epistle Acts 6: 1- 6

Gospel

Gospel St. John 4: 7-19,27-29,39

Preacher: Mr. Finney Prem Kumar & Youth Fellowship

Concert of Thanksgiving - Maestro J T William Joseph

10th September
2nd Sunday

Women's Sunday 

Theme: Women on a Journey to Wholeness

9.30 a.m

Old Testament 1 Samuel 1:20-28

Epistle Philippians 2:1-2, 4:1-3

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Calendar for the Month of September 2023

*3rd September  
1st Sunday

Education Sunday 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Theme: Teachers - Agents of Liberation
Celebrant & Preacher

Rev. Dr. Rohan Gideon
*Combined Holy Communion               

Worship Service

9:00 a.m
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