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From the Presbyter’s Desk
Let us Sow, Reap and Rejoice Together
“The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together” John 4:36

It is easier to look back than to look into the Future, but we must look into the
Future, because our shared future guides our present. That is the meaning of the
words of our Lord Jesus in John 4:31-38.
The Month of November in my opinion is a month to celebrate “Investments.” I
know we all tend to think of Investments in financial or economic terms. But as we
celebrate Children's Day (World Sunday School Day) and St. Andrew's Day, it is a
moment to ask, 'What is the most important investment?' In many ways, we are
enjoying the fruits of the investment of our parents, elders, teachers, and founding
elders of our church.
Agricultural images of sowing and reaping are used extensively in the Bible, to
communicate the many sided aspects of the life, truth and the secrets of the
Kingdom of God. Both the sower and the reaper have their roles and
responsibilities, but they rejoice together. The reason that Jesus indicates that
ability to rejoice is when we do His Will and complete His Work (John 4:34). It is
amazing to see that the laying of the foundation stone and the dedication of our
church building happened in the month of November in a span of two years (1864
and 1866). The imagery of the seed is employed to describe the work of the School
and draws a connection between the first School and the later School started: “the
church had a School started in the year 1872 mostly for non-nationals and had to
be closed down subsequently due to insufficient response and encouragement.
However, the seed sown thus remained dormant for nearly hundred years to
experience a stupendous growth later when St. Andrew's School was reestablished this time for the under-privileged children in a slum area in the year
1977” (Sesquicentennial Commemorative Souvenir, p.9). The School needs more
of our attention and focus, with the growing needs and mounting challenges.
We are glad for our own children and the rich legacy of the ministry among children
in our church. Our renewed focus on Continuing Training for teachers, updated
curriculum, and the creative resources in the Sunday School seems to be yielding
results. One of the compelling reasons for some parents maybe an effective
Sunday School, and we must sow now in order to reap for the future. We cannot
wait and should not postpone. Sowing and reaping must be carried out in the
appropriate time and our investment in the children is the same. As the anonymous
saying goes, “Fifty years from now, it will not matter what kind of car you drove,
what kind of house you lived in, how much you had in your bank account, nor what
your clothes looked like. But the world will be a little better place because you were
important in the life of a child.”
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I accompanied the leaders of the Men's Fellowship to the Calvary Chapel, which
focuses on care and support to HIV affected children - a moving example of
sowing, reaping and rejoicing together. Hopefully, our thoughtful support will bring
meaning to those young lives, who are in no way responsible for what they are
going through.
The words of our Lord are a great reminder: “Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me” (Matthew 18:5).
Let me once again take this opportunity to thank each one of you for your loving
participation in the Harvest and Thanksgiving Festival. We hope to work on the
planned Mission Projects and continuing Infrastructure Projects in our church.
The story of St. Andrew our Patron Saint deserves attention. We know him as one
of the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ. Andrew was the first of the apostles called
by Jesus (John 1:35 - 40), and he brings his brother Simon Peter to Jesus (John
1:41 - 42). According to Mark, Jesus called Andrew and his brother Peter to leave
their fishing nets to “become fishers of men” (Mark 1:16 -18). Andrew was the one
who informs Jesus concerning the lad with the expandable lunch (John 6:8 - 9),
and takes Greeks to Jesus who wanted to see him (John 12:22).
Andrew also became popular in the West. In 1204, Crusaders stole Andrew's
relics from Constantinople and took them to Amalfi, Italy. According to ancient
Celtic tradition, St. Regulus (4th century) took the apostle's arm to St. Andrews,
Scotland, and thus Andrew became known as the Patron Saint of Scotland. There
is a scholarly consensus about the tradition that Andrew died at Patrae in Achaia.
A story developed that he was martyred on an X-shaped cross (a “decussate” or
“saltire” cross), which has become known as St. Andrew's cross. St. Andrew's
cross has been and is an iconic representation of our church. On the Calendar of
Saints of the Roman and Greek churches, Andrew's date is set as November 30,
which is Andrew's Feast Day.
We will be celebrating St. Andrew's Day on Sunday the 24th of this month, at a Joint
Communion Worship Service beginning at 9 am, followed by various events,
culminating with the Fellowship Lunch.
As we look forward to this day, let us be willing to be humble and courageous like
our Patron Saint, Andrew.
Your Presbyter
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
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MUSIC MINISTRY

The Praise & Worship Team

Sunday School Children

St. Andrew’s School Music Students

St. Andrew's Voice Training Students

St. Andrew's Men’s Ensemble (SAME)
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St. Andrew's Chamber Orchestra (SACOS)

REFORMATION CONCERT
Eight Wings of our church's Music Ministry enthralled the congregation on
th
Sunday, the 27 of October, during the Reformation Sunday Evening Worship
Service and Concert. The Worship Service began with the Call to Worship and
the Opening Prayer by our Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben. Mr. Joshi Mark,
our church Secretary, welcomed the congregation and introduced the eight
wings of the Music Ministry, led by the Convener, Mrs. Connie Gilbert.
The church choir sang the Introit, and the Opening Hymn was the famous hymn
always sung on Reformation Sunday, “A mighty fortress is our God”, written and
composed by Martin Luther.
The first part of the Concert opened by the Praise and Worship Team led by Neha
Soans, with two beautiful Kannada Songs. Next to perform were the Sunday
School Children led by Mrs. Rashmi Mohanraj, the Sunday School
Superintendent. St. Andrew's Music School violinists comprising of children and
adults, led by Mr. Peter Appaji, rendered the piece 'Meditation'. The evening also
witnessed the performance of the newly formed St. Andrew's Orchestra. St.
Andrew's Voice Training Students led by Mr. Godfrey Aiyadurai, rendered two
numbers - one in English, and a very catchy African Song.
Our Presbyter Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben gave a very meaningful, informative and
an inspiring Message on this special evening.
Stuthi@standrew's, with the leadership of Mr. Ezekiel Kanavalli and Wg Com I D
Soans, began the second part of the concert by rendering two Kannada Songs.
Next, was the presentation by St. Andrew's Men's Ensemble (SAME), led by Mr.
Godfrey Aiyadurai. Finally, were our church Choir, who rendered 'In Christ Alone
with the Solid Rock' (Keith Getty & Stuart Townend; arr. Travis Cottrell), and
'Reformation Hymn' (Chris Anderson & Bob Kauflin), led by Mr. Andrew
Bhagyanathan.
Mr. Andrew Bhagyanathan, our Organist and Choir Director, gave the Closing
Remarks and the Future Plans of the Music Ministry.
This Special Reformation Service and Concert ended with the Closing Prayer
and the Benediction by Rev. Dr. Dexter S Maben, our Presbyter.
It was indeed an inspiring and a meaningful evening as we commemorated
Reformation Sunday, witnessed and recognized such wonderful talents in our
children and members.
To God alone be the Glory!
Mrs. Connie Gilbert,
Convener, Music Ministry
The 4th Album by Stuthi@StAndrews
JEEVISUVAVANU, will be released on St. Andrew’s Day
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
PLEDGE YOUR SUPPORT: Christmas Clothing Donations
"Christ-centered care for orphans and vulnerable children"
As it has been St. Andrew's tradition to care for the needy, over the last
couple of years, St. Andrew's Community has supported the well-being of
the HIV infected/affected children with the orphanages run by Calvary
Chapel Trust by providing Christmas clothing, school fee assistance and
play area renovation. With the Christmas clothing donations, we made
Christmas special and priceless - gifts for the children who would
otherwise get none.
The impact has been overwhelmingly positive and it has the entire
orphanage children buzzing with hope that God the Provider takes care of
all their needs. This program from Men's Fellowship is aimed at bringing
St. Andrew's Community together to share their love for the
underprivileged and vulnerable children in the society and to bring Joy in
their lives. Over the last two years, we as St. Andrew's have become
convinced that we can accomplish more for the cause of these orphans
together than by ourselves.
This year too, with the theme "Christ-centered care for orphans and
vulnerable children", we as a community plan to provide Christmas
clothing for the special children taken care of by the Calvary Chapel Trust
Orphanages at Bangalore. We seek you to PLEDGE YOUR SUPPORT
as we raise the funds needed to buy Christmas clothing for around 280 inmates (children & staff) of the orphanages and to celebrate Christmas
th
with them. We request your participation on Saturday, December 14
when we plan to celebrate Christmas with these children and as we
distribute their Christmas clothing.
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward them
for what they have done” (Proverbs 19:17). Certainly, Christmas is a time
of giving and sharing with those around us, but that sharing is not limited to
those that we love and care for. It is also for the persons that we have
never met and will never see, and those that are not so fortunate in their
lives.
Kindly reach out to Men's Fellowship Volunteers to pick a Pledge Card
for this cause and to confirm your support.
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CONGRATULATIONS
Dr. Flemingson, brings GLORY TO GOD and
laurels to the country, as he completes
IRONMAN Triathlon, one of a series of long
distance Triathlon Races organized by World
Triathlon Corporation (WTC). This Triathlon is
a 3.8 Km Swim in open Sea, a 180 Km Bicycle
Ride, and a 42.2 Km Full Marathon Run,
raced in that order without a break.
Widely considered one of the most difficult
one-day sporting event in the world, the event
th
was held on 26 October 2019 at Langkawi,
Malaysia, with a cut-off time of 17hrs. Dr
Flemingson completed the Full IRONMAN
Course in 15.42.26 hrs. and earned his
IRONMAN TITLE.
Our hearty Congratulations!
We are proud of you.
May God bless you and
we wish you many more laurels!

Happenings during the Month of October 2019
OBITUARY
Mr. Manohar Karkada (aged 77 years)
Husband of Mrs. Shobha Karkada
Father of Mr. Ashok Karkada
th
Slept in the Lord on the 9 of October 2019
Mrs. Sugandhi Perumal (aged 77 years)
Wife of Late Mr. Perumal
Aunt of Mr. Prem Kumar
Slept in the Lord on the 10th of October 2019
Dr (Mrs.) Constance Kamalabai Gemson (aged 75 years)
Wife of Dr. RMO Gemson
Mother of Joyce and Josephine
Slept in the Lord on the 23rd of October 2019
Mr. Madhukar Manuel
Mr. Christopher Paul Rajkumar & Family
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Calendar for the Month of November 2019
*03rd November
1st Sunday
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service

10th November
2nd Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service

*17th November
3rd Sunday

Old Testament
Gospel
17th November
3rd Sunday

Theme - Vine and Branches
Unity Sunday
Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost
Joint Worship Service
Celebrant & Preacher:
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
*(Holy Communion Service)
Ezekial 37: 15 - 23
Dr. Steve Thomas Panakal
1 Corinthians 12: 12 - 27
Mrs. Smitha Heinzstein
St. John 15: 01 - 08
Mrs. Leena Jayakumari (K)
Preacher: Dr. John Vasumithra
Theme - What this Child is Going to be?
World Sunday School Day
Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost
Mr. John Philips Anchan
Kannada
Mrs. Sofia Christabel
English
Master Roshan Noah Mark
Judges 13: 01 - 14
Master Luke Haniel Salins (K)
Ephesians 06: 01 - 04
Ms. Betsy Wilson
Master Chris Jonathan
St. Luke 01: 57 - 66
Master Athishai Kotian. W (K)
Conducted by the Youth Fellowship

6:15 p.m

8.15 a.m.

9.30 a.m

6:15 p.m

Theme- Affirming the Worth of the Girl Child
Sunday for the Girl Child
Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
Celebrant:
Kannada
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
*(Holy Communion Service)
Preacher: Mrs. Sofia Christabel
8.15 a.m
Numbers 27: 01 - 11
Ms. Reya Bangera (K)
St. Mark 05: 35 - 43
Ms. Riya Kotian (K)
Theme - Disability: Care and Honour
Sunday for the Mentally & Physically Challenged and Palliative Patients
Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
Mrs. Vasanthi Sadhuri

Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel
*Evening Service

9:00 a.m.

English

2 Samuel 09: 01 - 13
Mrs. Esther Priyadarshini
Acts 09: 32 - 35
Mr. G. D. Mohanraj
St. Mark 03: 01 - 06
Mrs. Rani Reginold
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S Maben

9.30 a.m.

6:15 p.m

Theme - We have found the Messiah
(Words of Andrew, Apostle and Martyr)
24th November
4th Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

St. Andrew's Day
Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Joint Worship Service
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
*(Holy Communion Service)
Deuteronomy 30: 8 - 14
Mr. Vijay Palanna
Romans 10: 8 - 18
Mrs. Connie Gilbert
John 1: 35 - 42
Mr. Eric Paul (K)
No Evening Service

9:00 a.m.

Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for
the Scripture reading as scheduled.

