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From the Presbyter’s Desk
Celebrating Unity as People and as a Nation
“Let us start building” (Nehemiah 2:18)
The Bible narrates and illustrated the story of God and God's people, and the
constant struggle towards unity. The biblical story is not a story of uniformity, but
unity amidst diverse peoples, cultures and socio-political realities. As History
unfolds, we do not see a simple chronological transition from year to year, but a
divinely planned transformation of communities of faith. Our beautifully created
Church Calendar (thanks to all the creative people involved), is an attempt to help
us focus on a theme taking into consideration the themes of the month in the
Almanac and combining it with themes that are relevant for our country and its
context.
The two seminal events in the Old Testament, Exodus and Exile, echo as two
paradigms or pathways of the way God works in the lives of individuals and
communities, and the good news that the same God is willing to intervene in our
lives. The Exodus is a story that tells us of the liberation from bondage and the
miraculous deliverance from power and hegemony. The Exile which is dated
around 586 BC revolves around the destruction of the Temple (Solomon's
Temple) in Jerusalem and the deportation to Babylon, signaled a new phase of
loneliness, despair and captivity. The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah must be read
in this context and the words of Nehemiah, “Let us start building” (Nehemiah
2:18), a call by Nehemiah. We must remember that the Temple is rebuilt with the
permission of King Cyrus of Persia, but now the call is to build walls to protect,
preserve and persist the spiritual identity of the people. A generation has been
born in Babylon who hardly knew anything about the Temple and the struggle that
their elders went through. Therefore, before they could build any physical
structures, the call was to build the lives of people.
Building up of people towards unity is challenging, but it is rewarding and an
investment. Unity can be achieved by compulsion, exclusion and polarization,
but is not genuine and will not last. But unity with multiple belonging, sharing and
inclusion of everyone is effective and progressive and has the great potential to
move towards set goals. When people are united they are happy, and if people
are happy, great things can be achieved. Unity is about faith and action coming
together. I like the way the Yale theologian Hans Frei puts it, “Generosity without
orthodoxy is nothing. But orthodoxy without generosity is worse than nothing.”
Right living is as important as right believing and it is my prayer that we will
continue towards both right living and right believing, which in my opinion, is the
right approach to unity.
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Thank you for making the Advent Season such a joyful and pleasant season for
me and my family. We are deeply grateful for all your kind and thoughtful
gestures shared in so many different ways. Our thanks to all! As you begin this
year, I wish to share an anonymous quote, “People will forge what you said;
people will forget what you did; but people will never forget how you made them
feel.” Hope we will make people around us feel special, loved and wanted.
Wishing you all once again a blessed 2020!
Your Pastor
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
Women's Fellowship Christmas Get-together
Saturday, November 30th 2019

This year, our Women's Fellowship planned to celebrate Christmas with the
destitute girl-children from Refugee Home, Kothanur.
The celebrations began with a Puppet Show directed by Mrs. Sushma
Sadananda. Our Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben led us with the Opening
Prayer, followed by Praise and Worship.
Mrs. Sofia Christabel was our Guest Speaker; the Message was about “Sharing
with the Right Attitude” and “Love of God to the Poor”.
The members sang a special song 'Bethlehemina puradalli', and the children of
Refugee Home presented a Song and a Choreography. Games were conducted
for the Children and members of the Women's Fellowship. The members and
children had a wonderful time of fellowship and celebration.
The Women's Fellowship Committee would like to place on record their heartfelt
gratitude and appreciation to all the members of the Women's Fellowship and the
Congregation for the gracious contribution towards the gifts for the children of
Refugee Home, our Presbyter for his constant support and guidance, the
Pastorate Committee for their encouragement, and the Office and Support Staff
for all their help.
2
1

Care for the Elderly - Happy Hours titled "Jingle & Mingle"
Saturday, December 14th 2019

After the customary meet and greet, and a welcome note by the convenor David
Soans, Chetan Abhinendra Kumar started the meeting with a word of prayer.
Pratap led the gathering with a time of Carol singing.
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben our Presbyter shared briefly a thought from the Word.
He acknowledged the contributions and leadership of the elders in the church,
and appreciated them for their words of encouragement, ideas and thoughts
given during the Retreat. Pastor shared from Luke 2: 29-32, a nourishing
message through the life of Simeon, an elderly man from Jerusalem. He shared
about the most beautiful expression in the Bible by Simeon in v30 "For my eyes
have seen your salvation", which should encourage us all. Most of us experience
the gift of salvation but here it was unique, for Simeon was only living to see
Jesus and God fulfilled that and his prayers were answered; hence the beautiful
expression, "seeing the salvation".
Then, all the 40 participants were divided into 2 groups and Renita Wilson
conducted a "Pictionary". The game was to 'draw' a carol song for their group to
guess. At the end of 6 rounds, both teams secured equal points.
Paul Abraham then shared with the audience some tips on how to better use the
Smart-Phones. How "Settings" could be their best friend. He shared about
removing unwanted notifications, permissions, deleting cache/data to create
space. He also encouraged the audience to check for storage usage and invest
in an SD card where phone memory is not sufficient.
The meeting ended with fellowship over a cup of coffee and Christmas goodies.
The church gifted all participants with "Daily Bread" to encourage their personal
walk with God.
What 40 church elders do when they meet together? of course they "Jingle &
Mingle"
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Sunday School Christmas - A Christmas Blessing
Sunday, December 15th 2019

Though December is a tightly packed month with less sleep and more excitement,
our children gave their best and tried to do justice in every activity of our church.
1. Who doesn't like Carolling? Jingling the egg-shakers and thumping the
Djembe our children along with the Carollers, went to every home
spreading the joy they have received through Jesus.
2. Thanks to Ms. Beverly, Ms. Veena and Ms. Rachael, along with our
children represented us at the White Christmas Event organised by Rice
Memorial Church at Bishop Cotton Girls' School.
3. Our gratitude goes to the Women's Fellowship for helping us mingle and
experience the joy they shared with the children from Destitute Home,
Kothanur. Special thanks to Mrs. Santa Claus (Mrs. Geetha Graham) for
the lovely popcorn and yummy cotton candy that brought joy to all our kids.
4. We are thankful that we could coordinate the Christmas gifts (Thermosteel
Flasks) for St. Andrew's School children at Siddapura, who were thrilled to
showcase their talents with their Christmas stories. Not to forget their
amazing Kolatta.
5. What is December without the Christmas Programme from our Sunday
School! The true story of Christmas “It's about the Cross,” was
beautifully brought out by song, skits and choreography. The entire
programme was done by our children (both English and Kannada Sunday
School) with able assistance from the teachers. It was a joy to see our
children compering, leading with musical instruments and orating their
dialogues. The children were provided with the same gifts given to St.
Andrew's School children at Siddapura.
We acknowledge that all this would not have been possible without the grace from
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our gratitude to our Presbyter, the Secretary,
the Treasurer and the Pastorate Committee, for the support provided. Thanks to
you parents, for supporting your children, for sending them for practices regularly
and encouraging the teachers with your kind words. Thanks to the teachers and
their families for their sacrifices. Thanks to the congregation for encouraging us in
whatever little we do even though we fail at times!! Continue to pray for us as we
enter the New Year.
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Men’s Fellowship

Christmas at St. Andrew’s School Siddapura
Saturday, December 21st 2019

Christmas Celebrations at St. Andrew’s School Siddapura was grand as usual.
School children and the staff welcomed our Pastor Rev. Dexter S. Maben,
Convener Mr. Eric Paul, Pastorate Committee members and our Congregation
members with carols, dance and Christmas play. All the children were given a
chance to showcase their talents. Local leaders from the area also joined the
function. Pastor shared the good news of Christmas and distributed gifts to all the
children. The children thanked the church in one voice at the end of the program,
which can be seen in the YouTube link provided below.
Scan the QR Code to
watch St. Andrew’s
School Children on
YouTube

Year Ending Thanksgiving Concert
Saturday, December 21st 2019

A special Thanksgiving Concert was organized on the 29th of December 2019
during our Evening Worship Service, to thank God for all His mercies through the
past year.
Participating Choirs: The Advent Brass Band, The Bangalore Men's Ensemble,
and our own Church Choir, Chamber Orchestra, Youth Fellowship and the
Children's Choir. All the Choristers, the Brass Band, and the Instrumentalists
excelled in their renderings.
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Soloists: Mrs. Doreen Soans and Mrs. Michelle Cherian. Daniella Robello, a
lovely fourteen year old, enthralled us with her beautiful voice.
It was a beautiful evening well spent in offering our gratitude to our Heavenly
Father for all that He has done for us during the past year. To Him be all the glory!
May our Lord continue to use our voices to glorify and honour Him!
HAPPENINGS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2019

Immersion Baptism

Rachel Bethlene Rozario
Daughter of Mr. Raymond Rozario & Mrs.
nd
Beverly Rozario on 22 December, 2019
Rhea Lalitha Paul
Daughter of Mr. Ivan Ravi Paul & Mrs. Soumya
Christina Palanna on 22nd December, 2019
Ethan Daniel Kumaran
Son of Mr. Ilan Kumaran & Mrs. Apoorva Agnes
Kumar on 29th December, 2019

Infant Baptism

Samara Pratap
Daughter of Mr. Nishant Pratap & Mrs. Sunanda
th
Jayaseelan on 29 December, 2019
Mr. Nitin Samuel
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Clarence Jayachandra
with
Ms. Nikhita Andrea Salis
Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Sujit Mark Salis
th
on the 27 December, 2019

OBITUARY

Mrs. Chandrakanthi Vanamala Bangera
(aged 72 years)
Mother of Mr. Immanuel Steven Bangera &
Mr. Jeofrey Bangera,
th
Slept in the Lord on the 15 of December, 2019

Upcoming events in January
Young Couples Fellowship: To start the much needed “Young Couples
Fellowship”, was discussed and decided by the Pastorate Committee.
The first meeting will be held on January 26, 2020 after the English Morning
Worship Service and will conclude with Lunch.
For Registration, the Contact Persons are:
Mrs. Alexandrina Namratha Kotian (+91 9591765455), Mr. Abhishek Kotian or the
Church Office
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Calendar for the Month of January 2020
*05th January
1st Sunday

Theme: Promise of being a Disciple
Second Sunday after Christmas

Confirmation Sunday
Celebrant & Preacher:
Rt. Rev. Dr. Prasanna Kumar Samuel

Joint Worship Service
*(Holy Communion Service)

2 Chronicles 20 : 10 - 20

Ms. Rhea Sannidhi Sandeep

Epistle

Romans 08: 12 - 17

Mr. Abilash Samuel

Gospel

St. Mark 08: 34 - 38
Ms. Deepali Elizabeth Pramodan (K)
No Evening Service

Old Testament

12th January
2nd Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service

*19th January
3rd Sunday

Theme - Honouring the Body as Temple of God
First Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Vineet Swaroop
Kannada
Rev. Sujith Kumar
English
Ms. Vinisha Halli
Ecclesiastes 06: 01 - 12
Mrs. Soumya Salins (K)
1 Corinthians 03: 16 - 23
Mr. Maxwell Samuel Sumitra
Mrs. Annette Janet Furtado
St. Mathew 05: 21 - 30
Mr. Praveer Anand Enthat (K)
Conducted by the Youth Fellowship

Celebrant & Preacher:
Rev. Moses Mamdapur

Old Testament

Ezekiel 37: 15 - 23

Epistle

Ephesians 04: 01 - 06

Gospel

St. John 15: 01 - 12

26th January
4th Sunday

Kannada
*(Holy Communion Service)
English

9.30 a.m

6:15 p.m

8.15 a.m

Mr. Godfrey Aiyadurai
Mr. Sunil Bandi (K)
Mrs. Anzita Brimble Solomon

9.30 a.m

Mrs. Madhu John
Mrs. Usha Somashekar (K)

Celebrant Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben & Preacher Pastor Jongshi Manen

6:15 p.m

Theme - Unity in Faith and Action
Third Sunday after Epiphany

Republic Day
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

Old Testament

Joshua 03: 09 - 17

Epistle

Acts 09: 20 - 25

Gospel

St. Mark 01: 21 - 34

Evening Service

8.15 a.m.

Theme - Called to Unity
Ecumenical Sunday
Second Sunday after Epiphany

Rev. Fr. Faustine Lucas Lobo

*Evening Service

9:00 a.m.

Kannada
English

8.15 a.m

Cdr James Sathya Kumar
Wg. Cdr. I D Soans (K)
Major Warren Gladstone

9.30 a.m

Mrs. Reena Anoop (K)

Evening Service / Concert

Mr. P. Jayakiran
6.00 p.m

Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for
the Scripture reading as scheduled.

