“EQUIPPING CONGREGATION IN GOD’S MISSION”

Pastoral Letter
Let me begin with a lighter note with one of the stories from Father Tony de Mello,
:
A Passenger was completely lost between the decks of a great Atlantic Liner. He finally ran into a
steward and asked for help in finding his cabin. “What was the number of your cabin, Sir?” asked
the steward. “I couldn’t tell you, but I’d know it at once, because it had a lighthouse outside the
porthole.”
A story that lightens our hearts, but a reminder that data, information, and even the truth around the
COVID 19 crisis along with an explosion of information is coming to us. But we must continue to
trust in God and sail as the Lord leads us. My thoughts run through St. Mark 4:35-41, where a great
wind-storm arose. Jesus was asleep, but then, “He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the
sea, “Peace Be Still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm” (v.39). It is our prayer that
each one of us will experience this “Calming” experience during these difficult days.
Our joy of reaching out and connecting with each other continues with our online Worship Services
(Friday and Sunday),and Tuesday Prayer Fellowship. It has been a great time of networking and
partnership as a Leadership Team, and learning how technology can and will continue to impact our
lives and ministry. A special mention needs to be made, that each online Session in the form that
you see it in your homes, has gone through a long process of editorial and technical process. So,
the key Editorial Team needs our deepest appreciation and sincere understanding, if there are
lapses or pitfalls. The Team needs our prayers and solidarity.
We are constantly in touch with the members of the Pastorate Committee and CARE Group
Leaders. We must continue this wonderful spirit of working together, which is re-discovering. We
commend each one of you, and our sincere thanks. Thank you for your phone calls, text messages
and emails - doing my best to respond to each one of you. If I have missed someone, or if you feel
ignored, please excuse me.
Glad that some of our ministries are making efforts to use technology to continue the monthly
ministry meetings. Sincere thanks to all the Conveners and their Sub-committee members. Some
examples are:
1. The Care for Elderly regular Session was online this month - they normally meet on the first
Thursday of every Month. A wonde rful initiative and our priorities for our Elders are nonnegotiable!

2. The Sunday School Teachers (both English and Kannada), are creating helpful resources
and employing tools to stay connected to keep our children engaged. Each teacher is doing
her/his best to continue with educating the children and stay tuned with the needs of the
children. Probably this is one of the best times to re-think on the technology and re-learn on
reaching out to our children. Very inspiring and needs our cheers!
3. The Young Couple’s Fellowship will continue with their regular Session (first Sunday of
1
every month) online with a Zoom Class (I am yet to log in!). The Resource Team is putting a
lot of effort to do this. Hoping that this will reach more of our younger couples. We have been
receiving lots of attention about our new initiative, and hope our online interaction will
continue to assist even after our physical meetings resume.
We are confident that the other ministries will also make similar attempts to continue the ministry
meetings in a virtual world.
We are happy to share with you all that in a Conference Call, the Pastorate Committee has resolved
to go out and be in solidarity with the people in need, and re-discover our neighborhood like in the
Parable of the Good Samaritan. We have decided:
1. To support the Community (parents of children) of our St. Andrew’s School at Siddapura with
the active participation of our school staff and the local police. Most of them are daily-wage
workers whose livelihood is disrupted.
2. To support the staff of Hosur Road Cemeteries, as they continue their work even under the
present difficult circumstances.
3. To support our own staff especially our maintenance staff and those who help in maintaining
our garden and campus as they come from difficult neighborhoods.
Our idea is to share the basic groceries-packet averaging to around Rs.1000/-, which can sustain a
small family for about a week. We hope to share 300 groceries-packets in the first phase.
We are happy to share with you that our ‘first phase’ of distribution to our community at
Siddapura and Cemetery Workers was completed yesterday, the 2nd of April. We hope to
complete the next phase on the 4thof April.

We need your prayers, co-operation and support. If you wish to volunteer or support in any way,
please do contact any of us, the CARE Group Leaders or the Church Office.
As our Tuesday Prayer Fellowship video went online, we started receiving calls and commitments
within minutes of the presentation. This, once gain goes on to demonstrate that we are a
Congregation in God’s Mission, and we are willing to “Accompany Congregations in God’s Mission.”
While preparing for the Friday Lenten Meditation, I was inspired to share from St. Matthew 6:3, “But
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing”. We, as a
Leadership Team, wish to take a position that no photographs and videos will capture our work and
be shared. We do not need any publicity or applause. Let us do it as a mandate from our Lord and
for God’s glory. But we will document every groceries-packet shared and will be passed on to you.

Many of you have been asking about your giving to the Lord. We are sharing our Bank details after
much thought.
Once you do so, please share the transaction / cheque details via email to
andrewschurchblore@gmail.com. Please do mention the cause towards which you are giving this
offertory (details given below). The Church Office will prepare a receipt and send it back to you via
mail.
Account Name

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH

Bank Name

BANK OF BARODA – Infantry Road

Account Number

73790100000963

IFC Code

BARB0VJINFA

Branch Name

Infantry Road, Shivaji Nagar, Bangalore 560001

For St. Andrew’s School, please use the account details given below:
St. Andrews School : SOCIAL ECONOMIC AND WELFARE ASSOCIATION
Name on the Account : ST ANDREW'S CHURCH
Bank Name :

State Bank of India

Account Number :

37015306994

IFSC Code :

SBIN0040016

MICR Code :

560002402

Branch Name :

LADY CURZON ROAD, SHIVAJI NAGAR, BANGALORE 560001

We plan to have our Palm Sunday, Holy Week , Good Friday, and Easter Worship Services online.
Please be tuned and continue to keep us in your prayers.
One of my favourite novels, The Alchemist by the Brazilian lyricist and novelist, Paulo Coelho, which
is one of the widely read and translated works. Encourage all of you to read it. In one of the
narrations between an old man and a boy, the boy asked, “What’s the world’s greatest lie?” and the
old man replies, “It is this: that at a certain point in our lives, we lose control of what’s happening to
us, and our lives become controlled by date. That the world’s greatest lie.”
Stay connected with God and with each other. Stay safe and stay blessed!
Your Presbyter
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

