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From the Presbyter ’'s Desk

Bearing Fruit
“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.” John 15:8

Our Christmas Celebrations at Tubagere, and the journey, helped me to think of
the word which has been added to our everyday dictionary, “distance.” People
were finding it so difficult to maintain distance between each other, and it was
difficult for us to enforce it. Close living and a new relationship as a community of
faith, was visible in all the celebrations and life as a community. The essence of
the celebration was the idea of “Abiding”, which essentially means wholeness in
relationship, the one what endures and not momentary. To abide is to be present
with someone, and binds our relationship with God and each other, which is
closely related to the theme, 'Bearing fruit.'

On the way back from Doddabalapur, our journey helped me to think of the
imagery of the Vine and the Vine grower in John Ch. 15:1-11. We know that
villages around Dodballapur and Chickballapur are known for Vineyards.

Let me begin with one of my favourite stories from Fr. Tony de Mello, from, The
Prayer of the Frog (vol. 1), which sets the tone for our theme this month, as we
look forward to a year filled with promise, hope and courage.

Awoman dreamt that she walked into a brand new shop in the marketplace, and
to her surprise, found God behind the counter. “What do you sell here?” She
asked. “Everything your heart desires,” said God. Hardly daring to believe what
she was hearing, the woman decided to ask for the best things a human being
could wish for. “I want peace of mind and love and happiness and wisdom and
freedom from fear,” she said. Then as an afterthought she added, “Not just for
me. For everyone on earth.”

God smiled, “I think you've got me wrong, my dear,” He said. “We don't sell fruits
here. Only seeds.”

The Community of faith is vividly depicted in the image of the Vine and the
branches (John 15:1-17), and the aspect of abiding is closely connected with
bearing fruit. The way the branches are connected to the stalk of the Vine is a
description of believers abiding in Jesus Christ. We are observing distance to
help each other, but we miss our moments of fellowship and intimacy. But God

does not want the same in terms of our relationship with Him in Jesus Christ. We
thank God for helping us to bear fruit as a community, and here are some aspects

to thank God for:



Worship Services, Advent Programs:
We have continued to receive positive participation from believers both in the

church and online services. Each time it has beaten our expectations and helped
us to rediscover faith in the life of several of them who decided to participate in
the worship services. We had to make changes in view of the Government norms
and advisory, but it was a prayerful decision, and it did help everyone. Our digital
up-gradation is almost complete with the initial trial-and-error. Thanks to the
Team that has put in many hours of work and continue to do so. In addition, each
of the ministries coordinated special services and programs that was creative,
and facilitated sharing of compassion.

Asset Addition and Property Matters:
The Leadership Team is constantly helping to enhance and add to our assets.

New carpets have been added, and if you have observed, we have our own
serial lights that lit up our church during Christmas, thus we save a lot on rentals
each year. We are working closely to add lights to the Stained Glass Window,
and looking of professional help. The old Generator has been installed behind
the Parish Hall to support uninterrupted power supply in the Parish Hall and
Church Office.

Mission Field at Tubagere, Dodballapur:
The work towards the process of purchasing the land for the construction of

church at Tubagere is progressing, and we are waiting for legal documents as a
first step.

St. Andrew's School, Siddapura:
The completion and blessing of the renovated and improved Infrastructure at our

School, supported by the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Program is very
encouraging, and we look forward to be part of any CSR initiative in the future.
Our Staff Team is doing well and facilitating learning in the changed context.

St. Andrew's Centre for Learning and St. Andrew's Career Hub:
We are set to begin the classes and become a Hub for Learning and Career,

which is facilitated by the Education and Professional Network Committee
(EPNC). Itis our prayer that this vision will expand to help people and support the
work of St. Andrew's School. It may be good to think of endowments in memory of
our dear ones, to support different streams of Scholarship. Education is
empowerment, and we must step up to support our children.

Partnership with CSIBethany Ashram, Channapatna:
The Care for Elderly Ministry has extended the work among the elderly at CSI

Bethany Ashram, Channapatna. It is our hope that their involvement will help in
making the life of the elders there, better.



Reports from the other ministries of our church will follow later in this Newsletter.

We thank each one of you for your continued prayer and support. Itis indeed very
encouraging.

Letthis year be a'Fruitful Year', which is possible because we abide in Him.
May God bless you

Your Presbyter
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

ACTIVITIES REPORT - January 2021
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13" December 2020. To be part of the celebration, a small group from our
Mission & Evangelism Team consisting of Mr. S J Watson, Mr. Gladson Maben,
Mr. Sam Macwana, Mr. Clement Reginald, Mrs. Asha Franklyn, Mr. Suhas
Kumar, Mr. Franklyn Edwin, along with our Presbyter Rev. Dr. Dexter Maben,
visited Tubegere.

Worship Service started at 10:30 am with Praise and Worship was led by the
Youths of Tubegere Church, followed by the Sermon by our Presbyter. Children
presented choreographed Christmas Carols, followed by the Youths and Elders
ofthe church joining in.

After the Worship Service, we interacted with the Tubegere congregation.
Christmas Goodies were distributed to all who attended the program. Christmas
Gifts for 34 children was distributed, sponsored by our Sunday School, and
Sarees for 16 widows, sponsored by one of our church members.

Fellowship Lunch followed. One of the members of Tubegere church donated 2
goats towards the Christmas Lunch, and another family contributed 15 kgs.
chicken for the kebabs.



It was a wonderful and joyous occasion for all of us, a time of worship, sharing
and celebration.

| thank all the members for your contribution in kind, and for your prayers towards
our church's Mission Activities. Please do continue to uphold the members of
Tubegere Church and our Mission Activities in your prayers.

Mr. Franklyn Edwin
Convener
Mission & Evangelism Sub-Committee

MUSIC MINISTRY - DECEMBER 2020

6"December, during the Combined Worship Service, Stuthi@StAndrews',
presented LIVE the Kannada Song, “NinnaVaakyavu Nanna Balige, under the
guidance of Wg Com. |. D. Soans, Mr. Pratap Atmadas and Mr. Ezekiel.

13" December, being Choir Sunday, the Church Choir, presented Anthems and
Hymns, under the direction of our Choir Director and Organist, Mr. Andrew
Bhagyanathan.

20" December, both during the Kannada and English Worship Services, the
Youth, under the leadership of Ms. Neha Soans, presented Carols in Kannada
and English respectively. SAME under the guidance of Mr. Godfrey Aiyadorai,
during the English Worship Service, presented virtually a medley, “Rejoice,
Rejoice, Emmanuel and God bless you merry gentlemen”.

20"Evening Service was our Carol Service, organized and led by our Youth, on
the theme, “Do Not Be Afraid”. After a brief introduction and welcome by Ms.
Neha Soans, the Youth led the congregation with Carols. The Candles at the
Altar were lit, followed by their presentation of an excellent Skit on the Birth of
Christ, by a very talented Cast.

Every Wing of the church and every age group were involved. Special Songs
were rendered in-between by the Church Choir, Stuthi@StAndrews', Women's
Fellowship; Sunday School children (both English and Kannada), Tubagere
Mission Field (virtual presentation), and the Youth Fellowship, in praise of our
Lord's Birth. The Birth of Christ was also presented virtually through the Indian
classical dance by a little girl Ms. Iha Charitha Jathanna. The Nativity Play was
presented virtually by the Sunday School Children. Master Judah played a
Hymn on the Piano.

24" December, during the Christmas Eve Service, Stuthi@standrew's presented
aKannada Song “HAAENTHAADBHUTHAVE (Christmas version).



25" December, during the Christmas Day Worship Service,
Stuthi@standrew'spresented “UDAYADA SOORYANANTHE “.

27" December was celebrated as Family Sunday and during the morning
Kannada Service, Stuthi@St.Andrews presented a Kannada Song titled
“SATIPATIGALAADANIMAGE”.

31" December, during the Year Ending Worship Service, Stuthi@St.Andrews
presented a Kannada Song titled “NIN BHOOYAATREYA*.

The Church Choir sang the following Special Numbers during this Christmas
Season — Choir Sunday, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Amaiden most gentle: arr. by Andrew Carter.

Sans Day Carol: arr. by John Rultter.

All bells in Paradise: arr. by John Rutter.

Angle Tidings: arr. by John Rutter.

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: arr. by John Gardner.

On Christmas night all Christians sing: arr. by David Willcocks.
Candlelight Carol: arr. by John Rultter.

8. ForUnto UsaChildis born: Handel's Messiah.
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Mrs. Connie Gilbert
Convener, Music Ministry

YOUNG COUPLES FELLOWSHIP

Family Sunday was celebrated on the 27" of December 2020, led by the Young
Couples Fellowship (YCF) of St. Andrews Church. The entire Service was very
beautifully intricated in a manner that was never done before in a Service. The
Bible Readings and Responsive Readings were done by couples together as
symbolism of unity and togetherness. We had Rev. Samuel Sujay Kumar and
Mrs. Kumuda Sujay Kumar, who are one of the resource members for YCF, and
their message was about the importance of having a Christ Centred Family,

practicing attributes of having gratitude, investing time, and having faith and
trustin each other. The whole Service was an overwhelming experience for most
of the congregation members as they saw the young couples participate in the
Service along with their spouses with enthusiasm.

A brief report about the Young Couples Fellowship was worded in a video with
couples sharing their experiences for the past eleven months, and urging other
couplesto join this fellowship.



A brief report about the Young Couples Fellowship was worded in a video with
couples sharing their experiences for the past eleven months, and urging other
couplesto join this fellowship.

We thank God for helping us serve the church through this fellowship and also
our Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben for his relentless efforts and support
throughout. We also thank the Pastorate Committee for encouraging us; last but
not the least, we thank each and every member of the congregation for your love
and prayers. Continue to uphold the Young Couples Fellowship and its ministry in
your prayers.

Mrs. Alexandrina Namrata Kotian
Convener, Young Couples Fellowship (YCF)
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Women's Fellowship

On the 11"of December, the Women's Fellowship decided to celebrate
Christmas with the Elders at CSI Wesley Senior Citizens Home, Millers Road.

Keeping the current situation in mind, the visit to the Home was made by the
Committee Members.

The Opening Prayer was by Rev. Florence Deenadayal. The members of the
Women's Fellowship sang a few Carols and shared the message of Christmas.
They conducted games for the inmates,followed by distribution of snacks. The
Closing Prayer and benediction was by Rev. Elina Abraham.

Blankets and essential food items were contributed by the members of the
Women's Fellowship.

The Committee also visited the house of Mrs. Jessie Shiri, our former Vice
President, on the same day, to bid her farewell as she is relocating to Mangalore.

The members of the Women's Fellowship were invited to participate in the
church Carol Service held on 20" December at 6 pm, and sang a special number
“Mary did you know”.

We would like to thank the members for their generous contributions, support
and prayers.

Mrs. Mirium L. S. Sadhu
Secretary, Women's Fellowship



Sunday School Report

“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift" - 2 Corinthians 9:15

1. Our Sunday School celebrated Christmas virtually through a Christmas
programme on Sunday the 20" of December 2020. The true meaning of
Christmas is beautifully depicted by the active participation of the children. The
teachers have seen that every child conveyed the message of Christmas using
their talents. In case you have missed it you can still watch it here:
https://youtu.be/6iuB-B5amx0

2. The Sunday School Christmas gifts were distributed on 13" of December 2020
(maintaining protocoal). It was a joy to see the happiness in the eyes of all their
masked faces!

During this difficult times we as a team were able to share our joy with our own
Tubagere Mission field children and the St. Andrews school children, by
sponsoring their Christmas gifts. Thanks to all the sponsors for your
overwhelming support for this noble cause.

3. The children participated with great enthusiasm during the Carol service,
which was held on 20" of December 2020. A Kannada and an English song were
presented in person on the theme “Manger”. A presentation by the Kannada
Sunday school was also projected.

4. Thanking:
- Almighty God for His guidance and wisdom to each of the Sunday
school team members!
- Presbyter Rev. Dr. Dexter Maben and the Pastorate committee
members for their guidance and continued support.
- The teachers for all the efforts put up for the beautiful programme and
the online classes.
- Children and parents, it motivates us to continue to reach out to you
when you show a lot of enthusiasm to learn more about the Bible.
- Congregation members, we thank you for your prayers and
encouragementfor every small step taken by our team.
- The office staff, the support staff and the editorial team for all the help
provided to our team during this year.

5. Kindly remember our team in your prayers as we head into the New Year and
plan new things for our children that they may grow with the Hope that they
received during this special season. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
Blessed New year!

Rashmi S. Mohanraj
SundaySchool Superintendent



St. Andrew's School, Siddapura

“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has
conceived, the things God has prepared for those who love him”
1 Corinthians 2:9

The Annual Christmas Program at St. Andrew's School, was a double
celebration this year. Led by our Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Dexter S Maben, the
members of St. Andrew's Church Pastorate Committee, Staff of St. Andrew's
School, our partners from the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Team, and
St. Andrew's School Sub-committee, got together on the 18" of December 2020,
at St. Andrew’s School Siddapura, for the inauguration of the renovated School
buildings.

Rev. Dr. Dexter S Maben, along with St. Andrew's School Head Mistress, Mrs
Saraswati, inaugurated the building and reviewed the renovation work done at
the old school building and the new building. This was followed by the Christmas
Program put up by the Teaching Staff and children from class 7"

Our Secretary, Mr. Joshi Mark, gave the Welcome Address, emphasising on the
active involvement of St. Andrew's Church congregation in supporting the
School at Siddapura.

The Corporate Social Responsibility Team then gave a detailed report on the
renovation work and the challenges they faced to complete the project on time
due to Lock down, and Siddapura being a Covid Containment Zone.

The Head Mistress Mrs. Saraswati, shared her experiences in running the online
classes, and thanked St. Andrew's Church Team and the Corporate Social
Responsibility Partners, for the infrastructure development work done at the
School.

The teachers and students presented Christmas Songs and a Skit on Nativity.
This was followed by students reciting Bible verses. A student dressed as Santa
Claus distributed sweets to all present.

As a Christmas Gift, the children were presented with a School Bag sponsored
by the Corporate Social Responsibility Partners, and a Face Mask, Camlin
Drawing Kit and cake from St. Andrew's Church. The children were very happy to
receive these gifts.

We are immensely blessed to have been led towards providing quality education
in a holistic environment for these underprivileged children. This would have not
been possible without St. Andrew's Church congregation members and the
Corporate Social Responsibility Partners. We are immensely grateful for all the
financial support, guidance and voluntary involvement of our church members at
St. Andrew's School.



There is still a long way to go and we look forward to the continued collaboration
between St. Andrew's Church Congregation, our Corporate Social
Responsibility Partners, the Head Mistress and the Staff at St. Andrew's School.
Please keep our ministry in your prayers.

Thank you and May God Bless you all abundantly.

Mr. Eric Paul
Convener St. AndrewsSv

St. Andrew's Church Team and the Corporate Social Responsibility Partners
along with the children.




HAPPENINGS DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2020

| Peddings

P Ms. Ashwitha B. P s~
' \} Daughter of Late Padmaiah B. S & Mrs. Chandralekha B.P |-~
- . FL \}
with P
Mr. Rehan Flemingo Bangara
Son of Late Stephen AD | Bangara & Mrs. Celine Violet Bangara
on the 7th of December 2020.

Ms. Divya Jane Ashwal
Daughter of Late Roland Jeevarathna Ashwal & Mrs. Celestine Margaret Ashwall
with
Mr. Vinod Paul Karodi \
(\ - Son of Mr. Ravindra Kumar Karodi & Mrs. Ashalatha Karodi 7«
l, on the 28th of December 2020. v/\\- ¥
Q.v’ //“4
BN Ms. Sheryl Arpitha Karodi
Daughter of Mr. Ravindra Kumar Karodi & Mrs. Ashalatha Karod
with
Mr. Ahanu Benjamin Arun Nehemiah

Son of Late Dr. Arun Kumar Marcellus Nehemiah & Mrs. Sheela Arun Nehemiah
on the 30th of December 2020

INFANT BAPTISM Amanda Karen. A
Daughter of Mr. Alfred Jayaraj & Mrs. Priyadarshini S
on 22nd December 2020

Keren Nicole Heinzsten
Daughter of Mr. Heinzsten Raj Peter & Mrs. Smitha Peter

on 27th December 2020

OBITUARY

Mr. Vasanth Arawatigi

(aged 71 years)
- Father of Mr. Prashanth Arawatigi, slept in the Lord
on 20th December 2020.

Calendar for the First Week of February 2021

Theme - The Fallen-ness of Creation
*7th February 8th Sunday before Easter
1st Sunday Celebrant & Preacher Combined *Holy Communion
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben Worship Service
Old Testament Genesis 03: 01 - 10 Mrs. Ramona Amanna 9.00 a.m
Epistle Romans 03: 21 - 26 Mr. Steve Thomas Panakal
Gospel St. Matthew 18: 23 - 35 Dr. Mrs. Joann Pauline George (K)




*3rd January
Sunday

Calendar for the Mon

of January

Theme - Revelation for Liberation
2nd Sunday after Christmas

Celebrant & Preacher
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

Combined *Holy Communion Worship

Service

Old Testament

Isaiah 61: 01 - 11

Mr. Billy Graham

New Testament

Revelation 05: 01 - 10

Ms. Gabriella Tannistha

Gospel

St. Luke 04: 16 - 21

Mr. Kiran Sandesh Kotian (K)

10th January
2nd Sunday

Theme - Live Worthy of Your Calling
1st Sunday after Epiphany

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Allan Palanna

Kannada

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Allan Palanna

English

Old Testament

Mr. Praveen Johnas (K)

Proverbs 20: 01 - 11

Mrs. Rose Walters

Epistle

Romans 06: 12 - 21

Mr. Nirag Darren Soans

Gospel

Mrs. Malini Soans (K)

St. Matthew 07: 16 - 23

Mrs. Soumya Namrata

*17th January
3rd Sunday

Theme - One Lord, One Baptism
2nd Sunday after Epiphany

Celebrant & Preacher
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

Kannada
*Holy Communion Service

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben

English

Old Testament

Mr. Pradeep Kotian (K)

Numbers 11: 23 - 30

Mrs. Nithya Esther Renith

Epistle

1 Corinthians 10: 01 - 04

Mr. F. Immanuel Jayakumar

Gospel

Mrs. Sunanda Maliger (K)

St. John 10: 07 - 18

Mrs. Jean Rachel

24th January
4th Sunday

Ecumenical Sunday
Theme - Unity for Justice and Peace
3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Preacher:
Rev. Fr. Francis Xavier Joseph

Kannada

Preacher:
Rev. Fr. Dr. Joseph P. Titus

English

Old Testament

Mrs. R Dina Prabhkar (K)

Ezekiel 37: 15 - 28

Mr. D Jeevaraj Ebenezer

Epistle

Philippians 04: 08 - 20

Mrs. Arpana Jathanna Walters

Gospel

Mr. C. P Lawrence (K)

St. Matthew 05: 21 - 26

Mr. Kenneth John

Republic Day
Theme - Responsible Citizenship
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
Theme - The Goodness of Creation
9th Sunday before Easter
Preacher: Rev I. J. W. Ambler Kannada
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Vincent Rajkumar English
Mrs. Lucy Kumar (K)
Mrs. Anusha Chellappa
Mr. John Nirmal Mohanraj
Mr. Reginald Sanjay Lazarus (K)
Mrs. Jacqueline Vinutha

26th January
Tuesday

31st January
5th Sunday

Genesis 01: 24 - 31
Ephesians 01: 03 - 14
St. Matthew 06: 09 - 13

Old Testament

Epistle

Gospel

Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for
the Scripture reading as scheduled.




