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From the Presbyter’s Desk
Living Life …
Jesus said, “Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (John 12:25).
The cry for existence grows louder around us, but the cry to “Live Life,” grows
even louder. We realize that Life is a precious gift from God, and we need to live it
in abundance. More challenges mean more experiments with life. In the words
of Ralph Waldo Emerson, “All life is an experiment. The more experiments you
make the better.”
We prepare to celebrate the tradition and legacy we have inherited, by
remembering our Patron Saint, the Apostle Andrew, one of twelve disciples of
Jesus Christ, and the brother of Simon Peter. Andrew was the first apostle
called, and the first Apostle to claim Jesus was the Messiah.
One of the legacies that is striking is that, Andrew is a pioneer in sharing the
Good News, but does not attract much attention, which is obvious from the fact
that his name is mentioned only twelve times - four of them in lists of apostles
(Mark 3:18; Matt 10:2; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13).
The name Andrew in Greek indicates the meaning, “manly”, and is related to the
word, “Courage.”
One of the striking and rare occurrences of Andrew is along with Philip in John
12:20-26. A remarkable conversation with Jesus provides us the theme for our
Advent Season, “Living Life.” This Advent, we will be meditating on the theme,
Living Life with the following themes that will complement our main theme:
Seeking, Seeing, Singing and Sharing.
The setting in John 12:20-26 is of the celebration of the Feast of the Passover,
with several visitors visiting Jerusalem, and in this instance, the Greeks as well.
The purpose of their visit seems to meet Jesus. Andrew is told by Philip that the
Greeks wish to see Jesus, and Andrew is willing to accompany Philip, just as we
are called to a ministry of accompaniment. Interestingly, the other disciples are
silent, or they chose Andrew and Philip, because of their comfort in Greek
language and culture, as their names and instances indicate. Taking the
conversation further, Jesus talks about a grain of wheat that falls to the ground
and dies, but makes way for new life, and invites both the disciples and the
Greeks to understand life differently.
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We are all living our lives, but it matters as to how we are living it. It is in this
context, one of the most radical words of Jesus is said: “Those who love their life
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (John
12:25). Life becomes different after we meet Jesus. It is a radical change, a
change in life-style, in priorities, in our relationships, in our hopes and in our
dreams. It is a life that follows the ‘Jesus example’ for God’s glory, not worrying
about rejection, and having the courage to avoid cheap compromises. But we
seek a life that is safe, comfortable and easy, and lose out on the blessings we
receive from Jesus.
Andrew, our patron saint, demonstrated an eagerness for Living Life, and never
jostled for prominence among the disciples; for Andrew, it was following Jesus
and serving him, because, those who serve will be honoured by the Father
(John 12:26). Andrew comes across as an open, faithful, and a sincere disciple,
not wanting any prominent place, but is faithful in the responsibilities given to
him.
The coming of Jesus into this world and dwelling in our midst is the very
essence of our faith and life, and the meaning of our preparations for the Advent
Season.
As we celebrate St. Andrew’s Day, some highlights of our activities:
Worship
We are glad that we continue with our worship both in church and online,
through our YouTube Channel. We have adopted most themes of Special
Sundays, with special Liturgical additions in text and song. We feel encouraged
by the many messages from different persons and communities both at home and
abroad, to our worship services. We thank God for our participation in the Harvest and
Annual Thanksgiving Service, although we missed our usual stalls and auction. We
sincerely thank the dedicated Team that works behind the scene, to make it happen.
Fellowship, Care, and Prayer Fellowship
We are making every effort to sustain and enrich our fellowship with our worship
services, and thereafter with Coffee! My personal visitations and Sick Communion
visits have resumed, but with precaution. We still miss our regular fellowship, but we
must not miss the opportunities we have with the technology. Our Tuesday Prayer
Fellowship is a source of blessing. Currently, my brief reflections are on the Prayers in
the Old Testament. We are specially touched by the Testimonies and Stories shared

that glorifies God. Our special thanks to the CARE Group Leaders, who
continue to connect and help bring our Care more close to all of you.
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Ministries, Sub-Committees and Team Leadership
The new Triennium has once again helped us envision and start looking at the
next three years. Almost all the Sub-committees and Teams have met at least
once, and the Pastorate Committee has met the initial recommendations of the
ministries, programs, and fellowship meetings. Our participatory model of
leadership enables to provide more people from the congregation to share their
time, talent and treasure for God’s glory. We thank each member of the Pastorate
Committee for their initiative, support, and implementation of the programs.
Media and Communication
Our emphasis with Media and Communication has gained new ground with
recognizing it as an area of ministry, and it is our hope to vitalize and put in place
ideas and policies for all our communication platforms. With social media
occupying so much a part of our lives, we hope to cater to the growing needs and
potential in our church and beyond. Thanks to the Creative Team with Mr. Joshi
Mark as the Convener, working towards set goals.
St. Andrew’s School
St. Andrew’s School is progressing well with an increase in the enrollment of
students. With the leadership of the Headmistress, Mrs. Saraswathi, the School
activities have received appreciation from Government authorities. We are
hoping to enhance computer skills through the support of CSR (Corporate Social
Responsibility). Mr. Syed Iyaz Ahmed, who was serving as a teacher under the
management, has now moved on to serve in the BBMP School. We sincerely
thank him for his services as teacher and the additional work of administration.
We are happy that the School Sub-committee with Mr. Neil Anchan as the
Convener has set goals for the next three years, which includes formalizing
processes, enhancing skills, and providing support for learning. We are so glad
that this year, the Clothing for the Poor by the Men’s Fellowship is earmarked to
support three sets of uniform for the school children. We thank the Men’s
Fellowship and its Convener Mr. Wilson Prathap, for this gesture of support.

Community at Tubagere
The Pastorate Committee after taking into consideration the legal opinion,
and after much thought, has decided to drop the idea of purchasing the
existing land to build the church where they are now worshipping. The
Pastorate Committee has decided to look for a new piece of land, and
efforts are underway in this regard. The work of the Mission and
Evangelism Team needs our appreciation and prayers.
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St. Andrew’s Centre for Learning and Career Hub
Appreciation and valuing of skills is going to be the way forward. St.
Andrew’s Centre for Learning has effectively completed the First Batch,
and we hope to begin the Second Batch in December 2021. Thanks to the
hard and dedicated work of the Facilitators and Trainers under the
leadership of Mr. Vijay Palanna as Convener.
Parish Hall: Renovation and Restoration
The much needed Renovation and Restoration of the Parish Hall is slowly
taking shape, and the initial process of concept and design are being
worked out. We hope to start the work early next year, after considering all
due processes. It is our hope that with increased seating, strategic
storage, and enhanced lighting, its multipurpose utility will be appreciated
and valued.
Some more thoughts on our Patron Saint, before I conclude the letter:
Apostle Andrew also became popular in the West. In 1204, Crusaders stole
Andrew’s relics from Constantinople, and took them to Amalfi, Italy. According to
ancient Celtic tradition, St. Regulus (4th century) took the apostle’s arm to St.
Andrews, Scotland, and thus Andrew became known as the Patron Saint of
Scotland. There is a scholarly consensus about the tradition that Andrew died at
Patrae in Achaia. A story developed that he was martyred on an X-shaped cross
(a “decussate” or “saltire” cross), which has become known as St. Andrew’s
cross. St. Andrew’s cross has been and is an iconic representation of our church.
On the Calendar of Saints of the Roman and Greek churches, Andrew’s date is
set as November 30, which is Andrew’s Feast Day. It is legendary that Andrew
visited many places like Phrygia, Ephesus, Chalcedon, even went up to Kiev in
Russia. No wonder his reputation is secure in the East and remains the patron of
the Russian Orthodox Church, a rare honour, and ecumenical. Let us continue to
celebrate this legacy.
We will be celebrating St. Andrew’s Day on Sunday, the 28th of this month, at a
Combined Holy Communion Worship Service beginning at 9 am.
May God be with you all and bless you as we look forward to St. Andrew’s Day
and the Advent Season.
Your Presbyter
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
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Reports of Activities by the Wings & Ministries of the Church

Women’s Fellowship

"God is in the midst of her; she shall not be
moved; God will help her when morning
dawns."
Psalm 46:5.
By giving glory to The Father alone, we began the month of October with the
long awaited Breakfast Sale on the First Sunday of the month.
The Bible Study was conducted by Mrs. Janet Abraham on Saturday, the 2nd of
October. We meditated on the passage from 1 Samuel verses 1-27. We
learned about the various characteristics of Hannah.
All of us were excited to celebrate the Harvest Festival Service after a gap of two
years, so a few members helped in decorating the sanctuary with fruits and
vegetables on Saturday, the 9th of October.
After the Service on Sunday the 10th of October, a few members sorted all the
fruits and vegetables and arranged to have it delivered to a Home called Dina
Nilaya Convent in Kothanur, which houses about 120 HIV girls.
We also resumed the Art and Craft Session on the 16th of October, with some of
the women participating in learning of creative handwork.
We humbly request more women to participate in the Women’s Fellowship and
be blessed.
Mrs. Geetha Graham
Secretary, Women’s Fellowship
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Mission & Evangelism

On the 4th Sunday of October, the Mission & Evangelism Team participated in
the Harvest Celebrations at Tubegere. As part of the celebrations, the members
there brought vegetables, fruits and chicken to be sold at the Thanksgiving Sale.
The members of the Mission & Evangelism Team distributed ragi, rice and flour
as our contribution to the families of the Tubegere congregation. A meaningful
message was brought to us by Bro. Stanley Thomas, after which everyone
partook in a Fellowship Lunch organized by the congregation.
After lunch, we visited one of the elders, the first believer from the Tubegere
Community, who was sick. It was in his house we had started the Worship
Services in Tubegere. It was a wonderful and a different experience for those
who participated.
Mr. Kenneth Joshua Franklyn
Convener

Youth Fellowship

The third Sunday of October was observed as Youth Sunday, and we of
the Youth Fellowship were given the opportunity to choose a theme of our
own and we decided it to be 'Rejuvenating a Monotonous Life'. A small
Skit was performed with this theme as its backbone. We enjoyed an
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extended Praise and Worship session in which we featured songs in
English, Kannada and Hindi, and during the Kannada Service we
performed a Special Number about experiencing God's presence in our
lives. We thank our Presbyter Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben for being open to
our suggestions, and Rev. Ashish Archer and Mr. Stanley Thomas, for
their messages on rejuvenating our lives.
Mr. Kenneth Joshua Franklyn
Convener

Music Ministry
Stuthi@StAndrews the Kannada Choir of the church, practices at 6pm
on every Saturday. Children, adults and instrument players of any
language background are welcome to approach any member of Stuthi or
the Church Office.
Our Church Choir and Stuthi are singing for Festival of Peace at St.
Mark’s Cathedral on the evening of 28th of November, 2021.
Miss Neha Soans
Convener

Sunday School
We thank Mr. Andrew Heldt and his family, Mr. John Rabindranath and
Team, for conducting the interesting Monthly Online General Assembly
Sessions, which included a time of Praise and Worship, interesting
Message and Games.
We thank Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben and Mr. Andrew Heldt, for conducting
the Monthly Online Teachers Devotions.
Virtual Sunday School, Singing, and Videos were presented by the Inters
Class in church for the Song, "For God so loved the world", which was
dedicated to all our Elders; and by the Juniors who presented a well-sung
and Choreographed Song, "Every move I make".
A word of appreciation to all the Children, Parents and Teachers, for their
efforts, and to Mr. Satish Paul, Miss Neha Soans and Mr. Alex Naronha, for
the Technical Support.
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Regular Offline Sunday School will resume from November 21, 2021 only
for classes belonging to the age group 8 - 12 years, with Parents’
Consent, and by following all the Government Protocols.
Kannada Sunday School has consistently operated their respective
classes Online over Zoom / Google, throughout this year. They have
Games, Mazes, Art Work, and other Life Skills, besides of course, Bible
Study and Stories!
Full of activity and fun for kids indeed!
Now, preparing for World Sunday School Day - songs and folk dance, all
excited to showcase their talents!
Mrs. Sushma A. Sadananda
Sunday School Superintendent

Young Couples Fellowship

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance. James 1: 2 - 4
We were all excited to meet in person after the pandemic. And no regrets,
we thoroughly enjoyed and learnt valuable lessons from each other. We
were eight couples who gathered for the monthly fellowship on Sunday,
the 24th of October in church, the topic being, “Communicating through
trials in marriage”. We were a mix of couples of various stages in marriage
from newly married to couples with teenagers.
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The beauty of this interactive session led by Mr. Biju Thomas and Mrs.
Sheeba Thomas was that they were able to bring out the real meaning of
trials and how we as Christians fail to have faith when we undergo the
same; but it is human and natural. Each couple in the respective married
age and generation had their experience shared. The couples were able
to understand the trials of others, and some able to relate directly to the
trials of others. The verse Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose”, was the basis for the session. The children of
couples enjoyed bonding, playing and caring for each other during the
time of the session.
We thank our dear Presbyter Rev.
Dr. Dexter S Maben, for the vision
for this young ministry and the
church for its continued support.
Thanking our Praise and Worship Team for the soulful music and songs.
We request you to uphold this tender ministry in your prayers and reach
out to us if there is any need in handholding couples in their marital
journey.
Mrs. Rashmi Stevens Mohan Raj
Convener
HAPPENINGS DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2021

NEW MEMBERS
?
Mrs. Jyothi S and Family

OBITUARY
Mrs. Jane Wesley
Aged 93 years,
wife of Late Major Sunny Soans Wesley &
sister of Mrs. Kusuma Modi
slept in the Lord on 23rd October 2021
9

10

SEEKER’S
NOOK
Hello there! We are a month away from the 12th month of the year. The
number 12 bears great significance in God’s Word, appearing 187 times
in all. The 12 disciples, 12 baskets of leftover food, 12 spies and of course,
the 12 tribes of Israel to name a few. Can you name the 12 tribes? Try this
crossword now!

12 Tribes of Israel
Across
1. Zilpah's 2nd son
3. Leah's 6th son
6. Leah's 5th son
10. Leah's 4th son
11. Bilhah's 2nd son
12. Leah's 3rd son
Down
2. The youngest
4. The favorite
5. Zilpah's 1st son
7. Oldest son
8. Bilhah's 1st son
9. Leah's 2nd son

Correct answers with Bible references will be published in next month’s
Newsletter along with answer keys. Send your answers to the Church
Whatsapp number 9741401874 by 25th of November 2021, in the
following format:
Name:
Serial number – Answer
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Did you know?? The word used to describe the little wicker basket Moses’
mom put him in, in the book of Exodus, ‘Tebah’ is the same Hebrew word
for the ark that Noah built. It means floating vessel. Both were used to save
a race of people but in totally different ways.
The first Sunday of November is celebrated as World Sunday School Day
throughout the world. Did you know that Sunday Schools were originally
literally Schools: they were places where poor children could learn to
read? The Bible was the textbook used for learning to read. The Sunday
School movement which began in Britain in the 1780s can be traced to the
work of Robert Raikes (1736–1811). Stemming from this movement, the
Indian Sunday School Union (ISSU) was formed in January 1876 in
Allahabad, to educate poor children and promote Christian education and
nurture through its curriculums and training programmes.
Our Sunday School continues to be greatly benefitted by following the
ISSU curriculum.
Scan here for the amazing history of ISSU
https://www.indiasundayschoolunion.org/our-history

Scan QR code for interesting insights on the Sunday school movement.
Both are highly recommended!
http://www.madeupinbritain.uk/Sunday_School

St Andrew’s Day, celebrated on November 30 each year, is considered a
national holiday in Scotland and across Europe. St. Andrew, the Apostle,
was with Jesus on some very momentous occasions. He was a true
missionary for Christ, preaching in Greece and Russia. St. Andrew died a
martyr and was crucified on a saltire, or an “X” shaped cross, in Greece in
60 AD.
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Scan QR code for an animated video on St. Andrew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KA9aW1mY1Q

Answer keys to October 2021 Quiz
1. Mark
2. Luke
3. Kings
4. Acts
5. Revelation
6. James

7. Ruth
8. Numbers
9. Job
10. Amos
11. Esther
12. Judges

13. Titus
14. Lamentations
15. Hebrews
16. Peter

Congratulations to the following members for acing it!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Shane Kevin Karkada
A. N. Indira Devi
Connie Gilbert
Gabriella Tannishtha
Gitanjali Lazarus
Amelia Bliss Devadatta
Merryl Natania Devadatta
Apoorva Walters
Mercy Shakuntala Ratnakar
Samuel Dayananda Simeon

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Felicia Manoraj
Michelle Joanna
Judy Jasmine
Reena Anoop
Karen Daniel
Nathan Mohanraj
Nikhil Ananda
Amelia Ajith John

Interactive Webinar on MENTAL HEALTH
An Online Interactive Session “Breaking the silence around MENTAL
HEALTH” focusing on Awareness and Relevance of Mental Health in the
21st Century, is being organized on Sunday, the 21st of November 2021
from 6pm to 7:15pm. Members are encouraged to make use of this
opportunity.
Guest Panelists:
1.Dr. Diwakar Goutham, Consultant - Neuropsychology, Narayana Health.
2.Ms. Raina Jane D'Mello, Consultant, Clinical Psychology - Narayana
Health.
The sessions will be moderated by Dr. Paul C Salins, Medical Director &
Sr.V. P Mazumdar Shaw Medical Center, Narayana Health.
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ONLINE TRANSFER DETAILS

Dear brother and sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your support and encouragement on all the activities we have taken
up as a congregation of St Andrew’s Church. E nclosed is the account detail for your
offertory via online bank transfer.
Once you do so, please share the transaction / cheque details via mail to
andrewschurchblore@gmail.com. Please do mention 1. Your name and 2. The
cause towards which you are giving this offertory (list given below). The church
office will prepare a receipt and send it back to you via mail. You can thereafter
collect the physical receipt form the church office.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Freewill Offering
•
Scholarship Fund
Anniversary Offering
•
Pipe Organ & Music Ministry
Birthday Offering
•
Care for the Elderly
Mission and Evangelism
•
Men’s Fellowship
Sunday School Fund
•
Bereavement Support
Youth Fellowship
•
Poor / Benevolent fund
Renovation Fund
•
Others
St Andrew’s AGAPE Emergency Fund (for COVID 19)

Account Name
Bank Name
Account Number
IFC Code
MICR Code :
Account Type
Branch Name

ST ANDREWS CHURCH
BANK OF BARODA – Infantry Road
73790100000963 (Note: 0 = zero)
BARB0VJINFA
(Note: 0 = zero)
NONMICRLO
Saving
Infantry Road Shivaji Nagar Bangalore 560001

For St Andrews School, please use the below account details.
St Andrews School : SOCIAL ECONOMIC AND WELFARE ASSOCIATION
Account Name:
Bank Name :

Account Number :
IFSC Code :
MICR Code :
Branch Name :

ST ANDREW S CHURCH
CANARA BANK
04062010030023 (Note: 0 = zero)
CNRB0001168 (Note: 0 = zero)
560015025 (Note: 0 = zero)
Infantry Road Branch, Bangalore 560001

Kindly note you can also post a cheque in favour of “St Andrews Church” at any
Bank of Baroda / Canara Bank Branch with the account number written behind it.
Thanking you again for all your support!
Rev. Dr. Dexter S Maben
Presbyter-in-Charge, St. Andrew’s Church
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Calendar for the Month of November 2021
*7th November
1st Sunday
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

14th November
2nd Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

21st November
3rd Sunday

Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel

24th Sunday after Pentecost
Theme: Beauty from Brokenness
Celebrant & Preacher
*Combined Holy Communion
Rev. Dr. Allan Palanna
Worship Service
Isaiah 61: 1 - 4
Ms. Aparna Bhaskar
2 Corinthians 4: 7 - 12
Dr. Vinten D. Diwakar

9:00 a.m

St. Matthew 28: 1 - 10
Mrs. Prathima Chethan (K)
World Sunday School Sunday
25th Sunday after Pentecost
Theme: Children in the Church
Preacher: Mrs. Margaret Snehalatha

Kannada

8.00 a.m.

Preacher: Rev. E. Immanuel Nehemiah

English
Miss Iha Charithra (K)
Mr. Ryan Joseph
Miss Sarofina Stalin
Mr. Adam Jake Christopher (K)
Mr. Ryan Joshua

9.30 a.m

Proverbs 4: 1 -7
Exodus 2: 1 -10
3 John 1 - 15
St. Luke 8: 4 - 15
St. Luke 18: 15 - 17

26th Sunday after Pentecost
Theme: Mental Health and Church as a Healing Community
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. Dexter S Maben
Kannada
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Allan Palanna
*Holy Communion Service
Preacher: Rev. Vasudevan
English
Mr. Praveen Johnas (K)
Genesis 4: 1 - 16
Mr. Stephen Pradeep Kotian
Mrs. Connie Gilbert (K)
Acts 2: 43 - 47
Dr (Mrs) Anitha Noel
Mr. N. Gopalakrishna (K)
St. John 11: 33 - 46
Dr. Narga Nair

8.00 a.m.

9.30 a.m

St. Andrew's Day
*28th
November
4th Sunday
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

1st Sunday in Advent
Theme: Living Life and Seeking It
Celebrant & Preacher
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
Amos 7: 10 - 15
Philippians 1: 3 - 11
St. John 12: 20 - 26

*Combined Holy Communion
Worship Service
Mrs. Rashmi S. Mohanraj
Miss Neha Soans
Mr. Praveen Shiri (K)

9:00 a.m

Calendar for the First Week of December 2021
*5th December
1st Sunday
Old Testament
New Testament
Gospel

2nd Sunday in Advent
Theme: Living Life and Seeing It
Celebrant & Preacher
*Combined Holy Communion
Rev. Dr. Dexter S. Maben
Worship Service
Dr. Helen P. Samuel
1 Kings 19: 1 - 21
Mrs. Rose Walters
Revelation 10: 1 - 11
Mrs. Leena Jayakumari (K)
St. Luke 1: 39 - 45

9:00 a.m

Note: Kindly keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to be present for
the Scripture reading as scheduled.

