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God's continuing presence with all
People all over the world have celebrated Christmas in different ways some with families, some alone, some by giving, and some wanting more,
some making others happy, and some still in pain. However, we are now
moving into yet another year, New Year 2014. We have been happy and
joyous for the Lord our God being Emmanuel, God who journeys with us,
God who inspires us, God who continuously has a covenant with us, to be
with us, to save us, and to renew us each day, in our spiritual journey.
As human beings we are grappling with various kinds of situations - crisis,
questions on relationships, recent trends on human rights, and realistic
and virtual divide between people and communities. It is in the midst of this
kind of situation and challenges we step into the New Year of the unknown
world, which may throw up many more challenges. In all these situations
and in all the by-gone years, the one constant has been the 'Covenant of
God with us; Emmanuel.' And God, time and again is revealing His love
through Christ to deliver us from the bondage of all worldliness and sin.
I hope and pray that we begin the New Year 2014 with the confidence of
God's presence with us, experience of Christ's redemption each day and
continuous guidance of the Holy Spirit as we move on.
This being the Sesquicentennial Year, a historic moment in the life of St.
Andrew's family to celebrate the journey of 150 years and also to share our
heritage, to inspire the congregation members and equip them to spread
the Gospel, to build people and congregation as communities of hope, and
to promote our congregation for building other churches for other people,
be our contribution to the Church at large.
May God help us in all our efforts.
I sincerely place my appreciation to the Congregation, Area Leaders,
Pastorate Committee Members and St. Andrew's Staff, for their whole
hearted participation and encouragement in all our programs.
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Presbyter-in-charge
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Editorial
FEAR NOT!
Let me at the outset wish you and your family, a Blessed and Prosperous New
Year!
We have just celebrated the birth of Christ as the Child of light, Child of grace,
Child of love and peace, and that has brought us to the end of yet another year.
Some of us may be ushering in a time of uncertainty as we do not know what
the New Year holds in store for us! As we march on with our programs and
ministry on our shoulders, we do so only with the hope and assurance that our
Almighty God holds the key for our future, and that He is always there with us.
He will be with us every moment of the New Year and all our tomorrows are in
His mighty hands.
Writing an Editorial becomes rather intriguing in such situations except to
gratefully accept, confess, and give thanks that through God's gracious
leading and guidance, we are stepping into another year. We acknowledge
and give praise to God Almighty for the wonderful way He has brought us thus
far - 'Hitherto the Lord has helped us'.
Our present enjoyment of God's grace is only apt when checked by the
memory of our yesterdays' lapses. Our God is also the God of yesterdays and
allows our lapses to be turned into a ministry of spiritual culture for the future.
God reminds us of the past lest we get into a shallow security in the present,
but our Lord who goes before us, gives us security for all our tomorrows.
As we go forth into the coming year, let us not be in haste or in a state of fear,
but with the power of knowing that our God will go before us, assuring us a
security for today, tomorrow, and for many more years to come. Leave the
irreparable past in His hands and step out into an irresistible future with Him
without any FEAR whatsoever. Our God is a faithful God, and therefore FEAR
NOT!
We notice in the Bible that the angel's message to Zachariah was 'Fear not!',
to Mary again 'Fear not!', and to the shepherds once again: 'Fear not!',
repeatedly. It's a natural thing for us to fear. We have the fear of the unknown
future, fear of economic uncertainty, fear of dying, fear of ill health. But, even
though it's natural, God sent His Son Jesus Christ our Lord with the word
'FEAR NOT', assuring us of his everlasting presence with us!
Does it not imply that something tremendously liberating is offered to us in our
daily life? If God has given us life to live, even if the worst fear, the fear of death
should confront us, we are assured that God has taken away even that fear
through the death of Christ. Surely, God does not want us to fear for other
things in life, like fear of illness, fear of losing our loved ones, financial crisis,
fear of our children's future, or job insecurity, for He has assured us of His
presence with us always!
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Let us therefore rededicate our lives to Him as we step into the New Year, and
live a life that is pleasing in His sight. Let our prayer each day of the New Year
be, 'Lord make me a blessing to someone today!’
Stanley R. Chellappa
Editor

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ladies and Gentlemen
We propose to schedule various Committee Meetings during January
2014. Members are requested to please note.
Members are requested to please note:
We will be communicating through SMS and phone calls rather than by
Snail mail.

CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGES
SUNDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2014, 9 a.m.
(A Special Service of Music and Prayer for all Married Couples)
All those young and old couples who said, 'I do' in St. Andrew's Church, please get
yourselves ready for ‘Down Memory Lane Service of Celebration of Marriages’ on
Sunday 9th February at 9 a.m.
Make those calls to all near and far to be there to join in our Sesquicentennial
Celebrations. May be it will be a good idea to slip into your wedding dress/ suit (if
you still can!) or go for a new set!!
Sesquicentennial Committee
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Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve Service was unique and one of its kind this year. To usher in
the festive spirit and to ring in the Sesquicentennial Celebrations, St.
Andrew's decked and glittered with Christmas Lights and tastefully done up
flowers and decorations.
Congregation members and visitors filled the pews and it appeared that all
roads were leading to St. Andrew's in an overwhelming anticipation of Joy
to the World.
MEG Bagpipers and Drums set the mood, what with those striking
ceremonial Scottish tartans leading the procession to the strains of
'Inverness Gathering'.
The 6 Lessons and Carols were thoroughly enjoyed by one and all.
Recession with 'Scotland the Brave' brought the congregation spilling into
the campfire area. For once it seemed 'each for himself or herself' rule
prevailed as everyone jostled for a vantage spot. Formations Display and
Carols by Carollers amidst the beautifully put up backdrop, and not to forget
the special cake for all marked the highlight of the evening.
Couples young and old and families posing in front of the campfire to
capture those moments truly reflected the joy and happiness that is so very
characteristic of Christmas.
Franklyn James
Convener
Sesquicentennial Committee
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The Harmonics
The advent of the Golden Gate Quartette in the gospel genre and others like
Seekers in secular music last century inspired many a talented musician in
Madras. A number of groups were formed at that time, mainly to do the four
part harmony with all male voices. Born in the mid nineteen seventies,
Harmonics was one of the earliest products of this movement. The group
evolved through the passage of time taking many shapes as members joined
and left. Eventually in the Nineties it began to acquire a recognizable identity
as a niche player in the harmony business. Its brand of tight harmony with
bare voices blending together has been greatly appreciated wherever they
have been in concert.
A bit of Sunday School, Rock and Roll, Spirituals, Country and Jazz make up
the group's overall repertoire; currently a Quintet, its mission is to glorify God
through music in whatever form, and convey the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ in song.
We were fortunate to have had them sing for us on Sunday, December 08,
2013 at the English Morning Worship Service. They rendered three beautiful
numbers - Come Make a Place, This Child, and Go Tell - all in perfect
harmony!

Choir Sunday
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The Church Choir presented its Carol Service on Dec 15th . The first part
comprised excerpts from Handel’s Messiah starting with the proverbial Tenor
Recitative & Air, Comfort Ye and Every Valley shall be exalted, moving on to
the most loved choruses - And the Glory, O Thou that tellest good tidings, For
unto us a child is born, concluding with the Hallelujah Chorus.
The second part comprised well known favourite carols from David Willcocks
to the more contemporary, such as John Rutter and Mack Wilberg’s.
Though some of the pieces above were quite difficult, the choir enjoyed and
worked hard, practicing them over the last few months and performing them.
As a Choir, we thank God for the talent and the opportunity to sing for His
glory, through yet another season of Christmas. We did miss Ms. Mona
Dawson’s presence and singing this season, she sang with us so faithfully
over the years.
Andrew Bhagyanathan
Choir Director

Sunday School Christmas

An amazing display of skits, Christmas songs, dance, message, nativity and
shadow play showcased by our Sunday School children on 15th December
2013 during the Christmas Program enthralled the audience and pepped up
the Christmas spirit.
Our chief guests Mrs. Maureen Ojha principal of Tunbridge school
encouraged our children and gave away awards to the prize winners. Santa's
goodies and yummy refreshments ended the lovely evening.
Sushma Sadananda
Sunday School Superintendent
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Carol Rounds - 1st to 21st December 2013

Carol Rounds headed by Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer, visited 351 homes of the
Congregation Members and shared the good news of Christmas.
Enthusiastic youth were joined by members young and old. Families and
Children also joined the Carol Party.
Presbyter and the Pastorate committee thanks all the Conveners and Area
Leaders for their support and leadership. Special thanks to Mr. Watson for
the transport and driver Venkatesh who ensured safety and comfort of the
Carol Party.
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer thanks each and every family for their warmth and
hospitality in receiving the Carollers.
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Christmas Worship Service ended with all the Carol party members coming
forward to sing Carols and wishing the Congregation members ‘A Merry
Christmas’.
A few homes were missed as the addresses were not updated in the Church
office records. Church office requests all members to update their address
and necessary contact details at the earliest.

Christmas at St. Andrew’s School, Siddapura

Christmas was celebrated grandly at St. Andrew’s School, Siddapura, on the
21st of December at 10:00 a.m. Rev. Sanjay Samuel along with Congregation
members and the Secretary visited the School and distributed Christmas gifts
to all the Students and Teachers.
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Christmas at the Church Office

Church Staff celebrated Christmas along with the Pastorate Committee
members and Presbyter over Lunch on the 23rd of December 2013.

Family Retreat
Family Retreat was held on 29th December 2013 after the Worship service.
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer, introduced the resource person Mr. Sudhakaran, a
member of Shantha Oliver Church Bangalore, who also works with FEBA.
Mr. Sudhakaran in his address, covered the following points:
`

1. The characteristics of a Christian Marriage. Even though other
marriages are also contracts and done in public, Christian
marriage is HOLY.
2. People think it is a contract, but it is a covenant. It is instituted by God
himself.
3. Problems in families including divorce can easily be sorted out
if the family is built on Christ.
4. Definition of MARRIAGE, HOME and CHILD.
5. How to nurture children in the Christian way.

The participants were divided into 4 groups. A group discussion followed on
expectations of spouses. This activity was very interesting. A representative
from each group presented their group’s views at the end of the discussion.
Meaningful suggestions were drawn from these discussions, which would
help the families to function in a more meaningful way.
The Children also met as a group. Their representative presented their
expectations from parents.
Around 25 families benefitted from this Retreat.
B. S Kumar - Participant
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Wings of the Church and their Activities
Women's Fellowship
Bible Study
4:30 PM
(1st Saturday of every month)
House Visits and Visit to Old Age Homes
4:30 PM
(3rd Saturday of every month)
We invite Ladies of our Congregation to join the Fellowship.
Kindly note: Women's Fellowship organises Breakfast Sale every 1st Sunday after the Worship Service.
Your Donations / Sponsorship always welcome
Youth Fellowship

Saturday
04th January 2014
Saturday
18th January 2014

Every Sunday after the
Worship Service

Bible Study for the month:
Theme: Characters of the Bible

11:30 AM

Every Saturday

Praise and Worship Practice

4:00 PM

Other activities include, leading the "Praise and Worship" during the English Morning Worship Services.
Conducting Sunday Evening Worship Service every 4th Sunday of the Month.
Sunday School
Sunday School is conducted during Kannada and English Worship Services.
We would like to encourage Parents to send their Children to the Sunday School and the Youth Fellowship.

Happenings during the Month of December 2013
Aadyath John Karkada
Son of
Mr. Sandeep Karkada & Mrs. Annet Jasmine Karkada
on the 08th of December 2013
Rhoda Franklyn
Daughter of
Mr. Thimothy Franklyn & Mrs. Nirupama Franklyn
on the 22nd of December 2013

Wedding
Suveer Santhosh Kumar Welton
Son of Mrs. & Mr. Oliver Welesly
with
Jasmine Saritha
Daughter of
Mrs. & Mr. Karunakar Konaran
on the 29th of December 2013 in Udupi

Aaron Sandeep Das
Son of Mrs. & Mr. Swami Das
with
Christina Sumithra
Daughter of Mrs. Shubha Sumithra
and Late Mr. Sudhir Sumithra
on the 29th of December 2013

Obituary

Mrs. Evelyn Rainer Soans
Mother of Amitha Das
Passed on to be with the Lord
on the 23rd of December 2013

Ms. Vijaya Premalata
Passed on to be with the Lord
on the 17th of December 2013
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Calendar for the Month of January 2014
Theme: A New Relationship: Day of the Covenant
*1st January 2014
(Wednesday)
New Year

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

5th January 2014
1st Sunday

Preacher: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Celebrants: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer &
Rev. Dr. Allan Pallana
Genesis 12: 01 - 09
Colossians 02: 06 - 15
St. Mathew 11: 25 - 30

Joint Worship Service
*(Holy Communion Service)
Mr. Suhas Kumar
Mrs. Daisy Richards
Mrs. Vandana Maben (K)

9:00 AM

Theme - God's Revelation to All
(2nd Sunday after Christmas)
Epiphany Week
Preacher: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Celebrants: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer and Rev.
Dr. Allan Pallana

Joint Worship Service
*(Holy Communion Service)

Isaiah 60 1-7

Mrs. Sushma Annet Sadananda

Epistle

Hebrews 1: 1-12

Mrs. Smitha Peter

Gospel

St. Matthew 8: 5-13

Mr. Eric Paul (K)

9:00 AM

Old Testament

Evening Service

12th January 2014
2nd Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service

*19th January 2014
3rd Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
*Evening Service

Preacher: Mr. John Vasumithra

6:15 PM

Theme - Honourning the Body as Temple of God
(Temperance Sunday)
1st Week after Epiphany
Preacher: Rev. Akshay Ammanna

Kannada

Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Ecclesiastes 6: 1-12
1Corinthians 3: 16-23

English
Mr. Sunil Joel Rangayya
Mrs. Lilly Heri
Mrs. Vrinda Mathias
St. Matthew 5: 21- 30
Mr. Anoop Justin (K)
Preacher: Mr. Godfrey Aiyadurai

8:15 AM

9:30 AM

6:15 PM

Theme: Called to Unity
(Ecumenical Sunday)
2nd Week after Epiphany
Preacher & Celebrant:
Rev. Dr. Allan Pallana

Kannada
*(Holy Communion Service)

Preacher: Rev. Dr. David Joy
Ezekiel 37: 15-23
Ephesians 4: 1-6

English
Mr. Reginald Manikam
Mrs. Soorya Asir

St. John 15: 1-12

Miss. Sarah Rao
Mrs. Reema Kunder (K)

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Allan Pallana *(Holy Communion Service)

8:15 AM

9:30 AM

6:15 PM

Theme: Participation in Nation Building
(Republic Day and Leprosy Sunday)

Confirmation Service
3rd Week after Epiphany
*26th January 2014
4th Sunday

Preacher: Rt. Rev. Dr. John S. Sadananda
Celebrants: Rt. Rev. Dr. John S. Sadananda,
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer, Rev. Dr. Allan
Pallana and Rev. Dr. David Joy

Joint Worship Service
*(Holy Communion Service)

Old Testament

Nehemiah 2: 11-18

Confirmation student

Epistle

1 Peter 2: 13- 17

Confirmation student

Gospel

St. Luke 3: 7-14

Confirmation student (K)

Evening Service

Youth Worship Service

9:00 AM

6:15 PM

Readers Note: Please keep the Church Office informed in advance about your inability to
be present as scheduled.

