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From the Presybyter’s Desk
TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND

Dear Brothers and Sisters
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Liberator Jesus Christ
I know we've only just finished with Christmas, but Lent starts on 13th
Febuary this year, and if you want to make the most of this rich season in
the Church's year, it'd be best to start thinking about it now!
Lent, like Advent, is a season of preparation. At Advent we prepare for a
birth. It is a time marked with hope and joy, expectation and a little
hesitation. No different really than when a young couple prepares for the
birth of their first child. At Lent however, we are preparing for something
quite different, not life but death, not a birth but a funeral.
For many, Lent is a season of repentance and confession, a time to assess
one’s faith and consider ones maturity in Christ. It can serve as a spiritual
spring cleaning. Many become vegetarian and start reading the Bible
more, or maybe fasting once a week. These are all good things. But if this
is all Lent is, is it enough? Is it sufficient? Does it reflect Christ and his
preparation for his death, his Lent?
As we read through John's Gospel this Lenten Season, keep in mind the
purpose of his book, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of his disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” Then, when
you read John 12-17, take notice of the change in tone, attention, and
focus as Jesus enters his season of Lent. Pay careful attention to the
words and ideas which are repeated, 'glorify, love, unity, serve, abide and
believe'. Why does Jesus focus on these? What does he want for us? How
ought we to approach our Lent?
It is so easy in our life of faith, both individually and corporately, to get
stuck, stagnant, and complacent in our faith; to think that faith is only about
going to heaven when we die, and feeling less guilt when we do wrong.
But, faith is more than a nice sentiment or a proper attitude; it is also a form
of power. No one takes a mustard seed seriously for it is so small and
seemingly insignificant. But a comparable amount of pure and genuine
faith has the power to uproot trees and move mountains.
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So it is in the midst of chaos and suffering. The faith that we have can
actually be the catalyst for the transformation of our surroundings and the
creation of a new order. When human efforts are done in faith, they are
joined with the power of God and marvelous things can happen.
Scripture reading, daily quiet time, prayer, fasting, weekly worship,
practicing the sacraments are all important, but they are not an end in and
of themselves. They are a means to an end. Jesus calls us to something
greater.
Our faith and our practices of faith are meaningless and vain repetitions of
our vanity if they do not Reform, Inform and Transform our daily living or
develop within us greater character. If the way we think, our attitudes
towards the poor, our unwillingness to change or be flexible, our grace
towards other people, our manner of worship, the way we live our lives, our
goodness and mercy towards those who hurt us, our encouragement of
neighbour, our ability to sacrifice ourselves, and our likes and our wants, if
our actions remain unreformed, our thoughts uninformed and our
character untransformed by our faith practices, then we have failed to truly
celebrate Lent and have failed to believe that we have life in his name.
I therefore invite you in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy
Lent, by self-examination and repentance, by prayer, fasting and selfdenial, and by reading and meditation upon God's Holy Word. May you
receive it and inwardly digest it and may you be fully transformed by the
renewing of your mind.
May your Lent be fruitful and faith filled.
Rev.Prem Mitra
Presbyter-in-charge
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Editorial
Editorial
The month of January has witnessed the Annual Confirmation
Service in the evening hours at a Joint Worship Service we had on the 13th
instant. With God’s abundant mercy we have commenced the ministry of our
church for the New Year with this Annual Confirmation Worship Service and
thirteen of our children have committed their lives to God on this happy day
of their ‘fixed choice’. Moderator’s Commissary, our beloved Bishop Rt.
Rev. Dr. J. S. Sadananda has confirmed their commitment and choice in the
presence God and these confirmed children were received into the
fellowship of St. Andrew’s family. An enlightening sermon of appropriate
message was delivered by the Bishop to the candidates in particular suiting
to the occasion.
May God guide us and bless our ministry manifold to the glory of God and
instill in us the hope of the Cross to salvation and transformation!
Reflections on Music Ministry of our Church
‘Stuthi@andrews’ of our church were invited to perform on the 6th of
January in Mangalore to the glory of God. It was an effort of excellence to the
enlightenment and of great appreciation, well supported with our prayers
and encouragement, and we earnestly pray for their continued ministry in
the years to come.
Sitar Concert: It was one of the red letter days in the annals of the history of
the Church, when we had the fortunate presence of an international
musician and instrumentalist, Mr. Paul Livingstone, performing on the
Sitar on the 20th of this month. Paul Livingstone, a descendant of the
Scottish explorer-missionary Dr. David Livingstone (1813-1873), is a
Beirut born American Sitarist, a promoter of “world synthesis of music”,
bridging all the world traditions of music including Christian Music and
encompassing Indian Classical Hindustani Music specifically, which he
learnt as a dedicated disciple under the tutelage of his guru, the
internationally acclaimed legendary, Bharat Ratna Pandit Ravi Shankar. It
was an evening ‘waterfall of music’ to the large gathering of audience who
were spellbound under the sway of the sonic territory of Paul Livingstone
playing Hindustani Ragas, including the famous hymn of Doxology on the
Sitar to his own improvisation. He really made it historic to be remembered
ever with the grand theme and philosophy of his performance ‘unity in
diversity’, and the listeners were totally fascinated.
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It was an evening of praise to Almighty, specially thanking Him for making
use of the talents of the musician as His missionary.
Paul testifies saying, “What I do know is that I am eternally grateful for the
sublime teachings and the profound and life-altering love of my sat guru,
Jesus Christ”.
God willing, the program for our next concert will be on Saturday, February
23rd by the Vienna University Choir, comprising, 82 singers and 15
orchestra of their own, in combination with our well known Madrigals
Director Neecia’s Choir and the local orchestra set to join them. It will be yet
another grand performance of music awaiting us.
We have just entered the New Year, and Lenten days are fast approaching!
Lenten days play an important role in our Christian life. It helps us to reexamine ourselves in the light of God’s Word, to know our own weakness
and our sinfulness, and repent for our sins so that through the word of God
and His spirit we may correct ourselves and strengthen our Christian faith
and life. As we prepare ourselves to observe yet another Lenten Season in
our life time, let not this be a mere ritual, but will be more meaningful,
profitable and a spiritually enriching time to each one of us.
May God shower His heavenly blessings on each one of you during this
season of Lent.
Stanley R.Chellappa
Editor
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HAPPENINGS DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2013
Risa Evana Issac
Daughter of Irwin Roshan Issac
& Ruth Reshma Issac
on 6th January 2013
Mr. Tom Thomas Son of Mr.Thomas Philip
with
Ms. Parul Jalota Daughter of Mr. Rakesh Kumar
on 22nd December 2012
Mrs. F. M Solomon
Obituary
Resting In his Presence

Mother-in-law of Mr. J. K Heri
on 14th January 2013

The Confirmants for the year 2012 - 2013
Mr. Ashwin David Joy
Mr. Jeffrey Paul
Mr. Manohar Noel Soans
Mr. Reginald Simon
Mr. Shane Clyde Groove
Mr. Sanjay Daniel
Mr. Sachin B

Ms. Christabel C H Marak
Ms. Elenora Sangita Soans
Ms. Martina Grace Esther
Ms. Neha Salome Soans
Ms. Nathel Sunandini
Ms. Sonia Rachel
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Wings of the Church and their Activities
2nd February 2013
16th February 2013

Women's Fellowship
Bible Study
(1st Saturday of every month)

04:30 PM

House Visits and Visit to Old Age Homes
(3rd Saturday of every month)

04:30 PM

We invite Ladies of our Congregation to join the fellowship.
Kindly note: Women's Fellowship organises Breakfast Sale after every 1st Sunday Service.
Your Donations and Contributions are always welcome.
Youth Fellowship
Every Sunday after the
Worship Service

Bible Study for the month:
Theme: In Him, with Him

11:30 AM

Every Saturday

Praise and Worship practice

04:00 PM

Sunday School
Sunday School is held during the English Worship Service
We would like to encourage Parents to send their Children to the Sunday School and the
Youth Fellowship.

Dates to remember!
th

th

Healing Ministry Week of Prayer from February 4 to 9
Healing Ministry Sunday on February 10th

Please remember and pray for the healing ministry of our Diocese,
especially at CSI Hospital, Bangalore.
Remember and pray for those of our members involved in the healing
ministry.
Aunt Ida's Prayer
Father, whose life is within me and whose love is ever about me
grant that this life may be maintained in my life today and every day,
that with gladness of heart, without haste or confusion of thought,
I may go about me daily tasks,
conscious of my ability to meet every rightful demand,
seeing the larger meaning of little things
and finding beauty and love every where.
And in the sense of Thy presence may I walk
through the hours breathing the atmosphere of love
rather than anxious striving.
Dr. Ida Scudder
(Founder CMC Vellore)
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Calender for the Month of February 2013
*3rd Feb 2013
1st Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service
10th Feb 2013
2nd Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service
13th Feb 2013
Ash Wednesday

Theme: The Fall
Preacher: Rev. Dr. David Joy
Joint Worship*
Celebrant: Rev. Prem Mitra
(Holy Communion Service)
Genesis 03 : 01 - 07
Mrs. Lilly Heri
Romans 05 : 12 – 21
Dr. Renith Asir
St. John 03 : 01 – 16
Mrs. Vandana Maben (K)
Mr. John Vasumithra

09:00 AM

06:15 PM

Healing Ministry Sunday
Theme: Brokenness to Healing
Preacher: Rev. Daniel Vijayaraj
Preacher: Dr. Paul Salins
Isaiah 61 : 01 - 3
Romans 05 : 01 - 5

Kannada
English
Dr. Kamala Gemson
Dr. Roopa Rachel
Mr. N.L.D.Prasad
St. Mark 14 : 01 - 8
Mrs. Leah Charlot Rangayya (K)
Mr. Prem Kumar

08:15 AM

09:30 AM

06:15 PM

Lenten Season: Ash Wednesday
Theme: The Cross: the sign of self discipline and vicarious life.
Preacher: Rev.Prem Mitra

Old Testament

Jeremiah 09: 17 - 21

Mrs. Asha Frankly

Epistle

Galatians 06: 11 – 18

Mrs. Reena Heldt

Gospel

St. Mark 10: 32 – 34

Mr. Chetan A.Kumar (K)

06:15 PM

Theme: Materialism and Spirituality
17th Feb 2013
3rd Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle

Preacher: Rev.Prem Mitra
Rev. Dr. Allen Palanna
I Kings 21 : 01 - 16
I John 02 : 15 – 17

Kannada
English
Mr. Babu Devadar
Mr Jeevaraj Ebenezer

Gospel

St. Mark 01: 40 – 45

Mrs. Prema Edwards
Mrs. Soumya Narmata (K)

*Evening Service

Preacher: Rev. Prem Mitra (Holy Communion Service)

08:15 AM

09:30 AM

06:15 PM

Human Relationships based on Mutual Trust and Respect
24th Feb 2013
4th Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service

Preacher: Rev. Daniel Vijayaraj
Preacher: Rev.Prem Mitra
I Samuel 18: 01 – 04, 17-29
Philemon 08 – 16

Kannada
English
Mr. John Mohanraj
Mrs. Jean Essampalli

St. Matthew 05: 43 – 48

Dr. R.M.O.Gemson
Mrs. Nirmala Pallat (K)

Youth Service

08:15 AM

09:30 AM

06:15 PM

Note: Kindly keep the Church office informed in advance about inability to be present for
Scripture passage reading as scheduled.

