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Cost of discipleship
The decision of being a Christian is a great challenge in the world today, it is a
world of many innovations and inventions, it is a world of competition and it is a
world of individualism. The fact is it is also the world of contradictions and
paradoxes, we see a world of liberty on one hand and are seeing religious
fundamentalism on the other, we have women moving ahead and reaching
heights in their carriers on the other hand still we see utter disrespect and
harassment to girls and women, we are reading the bible and context on the
other hand we have churches practicing caste and preaching the patriarchal
understanding from the bible.
In all of these situations we are challenged by Christ our Saviour to follow Him,
the cost of following Christ is the cross, when we make a decision of following
Christ are we really aware of the cross that we are supposed to carry, what is the
cross today in the circumstances that challenge the very foundations of our faith,
the circumstances that challenges us to keep religion as personal, the
circumstances that challenges us to be ' secular '.
The challenge for a Christian is to remain faithful to the call of Christ to be His
disciples and to stand for the right even though it means life or death, to suffer for
others even though it may mean power or powerlessness, to be a witness in
wake of religious intolerance and situations of threat.
Today we are challenged in a greater manner to be Christian but we should also
be reminded of the fact, that church is being challenged by the world ever since
Christ called His first disciples and all of whom were martyrs, from then on every
disciple is challenged throughout the centuries in different contexts and it is a
fact and it is true that in all ages discipleship has claimed its cost in different ways
but it is sure and certain that the One who has called also suffered and is the only
and sure hope for the disciples in this world and the next.
Discipleship should be deemed as a privilege to serve and love The Lord rather
than expect the bliss of heaven.
May The Lord continue to help us in our journey of discipleship.

Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Presbyter-in-Charge
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LASTING HAPPINESS
Happiness is a fuzzy concept, as the Encyclopedia itself defines, and it
can mean many different things to many people. Part of the challenge of
a science of happiness is to identify different concepts of happiness, and
where applicable, split them into their components. Related concepts of
course are well-being, quality of life and flourishing. Many authors and
authorities define happiness as contentment. As this is very much true,
Shakespeare in his own way related it to the well-being stating that 'mind
in its own place can make hell a heaven and heaven a hell'.
Lasting happiness isn't found in money or career success. Does that
mean these things are wrong? No. When you put God first He will actually
give you these things! (Matthew 6:33) But you must never let anything God
gives you rob Him of first place in your life.
The Psalmist said: 'Happy is the man who delights in doing His
commands. His children shall be honoured everywhere, for good men's
sons and daughters have a special heritage. He himself shall be wealthy,
and his good deeds will never be forgotten. When darkness overtakes
him, light will come bursting in. He is kind and merciful - and all goes well
for the generous man who conducts his business fairly. Such a man will
not be overthrown by evil circumstances. God's constant care of him will
make a deep impression on all who see it. He does not fear bad news, nor
live in dread of what may happen; for he is settled in his mind that
Jehovah will take care of him. That is why he is not afraid, but can calmly
face his foes. He gives generously to those in need. His deeds will never
be forgotten. He shall have influence and honour.' (Psalm 112:1-9)
Happiness isn't determined by what you own; it lies in relationships, and
the first relationship you need is with God because every blessing in life
flows from Him. In a world of urgency and confusion, God will give you
values and priorities to live by. 'Happy is the man who delights in doing
His commands.’
Regardless of what you do or don't have in this life, your deepest, most
lasting happiness will come from knowing God's plan and following it.
True happiness comes from following Christ's example and developing
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God-like attributes such as goodness, love, justice and mercy. It comes
from serving others and helping them to follow the example and
teachings of Jesus Christ. It comes from overcoming the appetites of our
human bodies and instead following the promptings of the Holy Spirit. It
comes from working hard and having a healthy lifestyle, friends, family,
and personal achievements. 'Happy is the man who delights in doing His
commands.’
Stanley R. Chellappa
Editor

In the month of February this year, the SALT Institute, Chennai,
conducted a 2-day Bible a Study course. This program which was to help
us conduct Bible studies in homes created an interest in the Bible study
itself. Our Pastor Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer rightly decided to hold the
Bible study on the last Sunday of the month. The three Sundays of this
study have been truly a blessing! Knowledgeable and experienced
Pastors share the Word with geographical factors, historical data and
also support the study with the Jewish customs. This time of Bible study
enables us to understand and appreciate and also apply the Word of God
in a much better way in our lives.
As the Word of God is the very foundation for a Christian, giving
nourishment to the soul, strength to the body and joy in the spirit. It would
be a blessing to the members of our church to be equipped with the
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powerful Word of God. I would like to share a thought that was mentioned
in the Bible study. As we give our vehicle for servicing to ensure a smooth
and trouble -free run, we come to the church every week to be serviced so
that our walk would be trouble-free in the world and we will be overcomers
in all situations during the week!
Come to the Bible study dear friends and be blessed!

A PRAYER FOR BACK TO SCHOOL

Father, I want you to be right beside me at school this year, almost like
you're my best friend. If you were really walking beside me, maybe I'd be
more concerned about pleasing you than pleasing others. If you were
there beside me, maybe I'd realize I could talk to you anytime I wanted,
and lean on you when I'm feeling sad or dumb. Help me know you really
will be right beside me each day of this school year.
Encouraging Scripture Verses for Back to School
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy
One is understanding. Proverbs 9:10
Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.
Proverbs 3:5- 6
Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not
depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
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A Teacher's Prayer by James Metcalf
James J. Metcalf
I want to teach my students how
To live this life on earth,
To face its struggles and its strife
And to improve their worth.

For if I help the world to grow
In wisdom and grace,
Then I feel that I have won
And I have filled my place.
And so I ask your guidance,
God
That I may do my part,
For character and confidence
And happiness of heart.

Not just the lesson in a book,
Or how the rivers flow,
But to choose the proper path,
Wherever they may go.

Class inspection

To understand eternal truth,
And know right from wrong,
And gather all the beauty of
A flower and a song,

Academic Scholarship 2015-16
Academic Scholarships would be granted to students from Nursery to Post
Graduation courses. This scholarship is for economically deserving families of
St. Andrew's Church. Application forms can be collected from the Church office.
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Happenings during the Month of May 2015
Mr. Timothy Boon
S/o Mrs. B. Boon
with
Miss. Shirlin Velincia Raj Varghese
D/o Mrs & Mr. Raj Varghese
on 10th May 2015
Mr. Simon Richard Paul
S/o Mrs & Mr. Prabhu Raj
with
Miss. Debjani Nandi
D/o Mrs & Mr. Dhiraj Nandi
th
on 11 May 2015.
Mr. Kevin Watson
S/o Mrs & Mr. S. J. Watson
with
Miss. Suprada Sudhir
on 1st May 2015
Mr. Rohan Leslie Herbert
S/o Lt. Col. Lester Herbert
with
Miss. Sona Ramakrshnaiah
th
on 29 May 2015

NEW MEMBERS
Dr. Lt. Col. P. Meera & Fly
Mrs. & Mr. Sachin Rajmohan & fly
Mrs. & Mr. Manoj Mac Vas Philip John
Mrs. Mr. Nithin Raj Ambat & Fly
Mrs. & Mr. Samuel S & Fly
Mrs. & Mr. Avinash A More
Mrs. & Mr. Praveen S
Mrs. Princess Franklyn
Mrs. & Mr. Jinu Sam Jacob & Fly
Mrs. Agnes Apoorva Kumar
Miss. Gabrilla Tannishtha
Mr. & Mrs. Sujatha Kishore
Mrs. Jane Soans
6

Note: Kindly keep the Church office informed in advance about inability to be present for
Scripture passage reading as scheduled.

