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Our Life: A Gift to God
Greetings to you all in the name of our Creator and Redeemer
Blessed are the living ones for we still have the opportunity to live life
worthy of the Calling.
I bring you all greetings for the New Year and pray earnestly to God for His
blessings and His grace to be with you all through the year 2015 and for
many more years to come.
We celebrate our life as this is a blessed gift from God. We need to remind
ourselves of God's amazing grace and abundant mercy on us all through
these years and especially through the last year. Reminiscence of each
moment through the years evokes from within us praise and thanksgiving
to our God, Yahweh Jireh, who has provided all that was needed for us,
Yahweh Ebenezer, the one who has been with us in all our journeys thus
far.
Now, it is our time to remember and celebrate our life, and also to be a gift
to our Maker, in living a life worthy of His calling - call to live a life Holy and
acceptable to Him, call to be instruments to share His love in this world of
brokenness and hatred, call to be peace makers in the world of
individualistic lifestyles, call to be salt in a world divided by different
flavours of caste, colour, and now the digital divide, call to be light in this
world filled with darkness of depression, violence, crime and
harassments.
We, the followers of Christ, are called to make a difference in living a life of
Christ's values - to give, to love, to sacrifice, to care, to be broken, and to
build lives of others.
May the New Year be a blessing to us, and to all others through our lives
Be a Gift to the Giver of Life
Wishing you all a Blessed New Year 2015!
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Presbyter-in-charge
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IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks” I Thess.5: 16-18
Do we need this admonition? Is not 'thank you' one of the most frequently used
compliments in our day to day life? We use it very casually for the smallest
services offered to us, for a friendly word, act of assistance rendered to us by
someone who has done that favour of act or appreciation to us. We use it
whether we are grateful or not. Saying thanks has become a formality that is
frequently employed whether we really feel it or not.
So, when we really mean it, we must say it emphatically. Why do we thank? What
does it mean to say thanks and give thanks and to receive thanks? Can this
expression of everyday life be understood in its great depth and real meaning
bereft of its automatic superficiality? Really then, one of most used and abused
words of our daily casual expression 'thank you' can become a revelation in our
day to day life.
Many a time when we say thanks we are driven by real emotion. We are almost
compelled to thank someone whether he expects it or not. Many a time we
honestly feel for the expression of our thanks. But, after some time, we feel
empty; somehow ashamed and not for one moment do we feel abundantly
grateful. As we all know, of ten lepers healed by our Lord Jesus, only one of them
returned with a heartfelt expression of gratitude to Him. And Jesus was
astonished and disappointed. When we feel that we have a profound need to
receive thanks from others, and when it is not forthcoming, we feel a kind of
emptiness, a vacuum in that place of our inner being, which we expect the words
of thanks would fill. It is always difficult to receive thanks without some
resistance.
Thus in every act of giving or receiving thanks, we are accepted or rejected by
someone. If we are sensitive we often feel it and react with joy or sorrow, with
shame or pride and mostly with mixed emotions. A simple 'thank you' can be an
attack or a withdrawal; it can be the expression of giving someone a place within
us or a successful way of protecting ourselves from someone's attempt to find a
place within us. A word of thanks can be a complete rejection of him whom we
thank or it can be the unlocking of his and our hearts. But in probably most cases
it is a formality and a polite form of stating that he whom we thank does not really
concern us very much.
The fiftieth Psalm says 'Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving' and 'He who
brings thanksgiving as his sacrifice honours me'. Here the original meaning of
'thanks' shines through!

Happy New Year to every one of you!
Stanley R. Chellappa
Editor

Ref: “The Eternal now” Paul Tillich
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What better way to herald and welcome the Christmas season into our
homes than Christmas Carols. This year, the Carol rounds, led by Rev.
Sanjay Samuel Ayer, visited 346 houses of the congregation members,
singing enthusiastically and announcing joyously the birth of Christ. Many
members were part of the carol rounds this year, the loudest being the
youngest children. The enthusiastic Youth were joined by members old and
young, including children.
The Presbyter and the Pastorate Committee thank all the Convenors and
Area Leaders for their leadership and support. A special thanks to the driver
Venkatesh who ensured safety and comfort of the Carol Party.
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer thanks each and every family for their warm
welcome and generous hospitality in receiving the Carollers into their
home.
Christmas Day Worship Service ended with all the Carol party members
coming forward to sing Carols and wishing the Congregation members 'A
Merry Christmas'.
A few homes were missed as the addresses were not updated in the Church
office records. Church office requests all the members to update their
addresses and necessary contact details at the earliest.
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Carols at one of the homes...

Sunday School Christmas Party was held on 21st December 2014
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Christmas festivities at St. Andrew's school are not easy to forget. The
Christmas story was retold as the children dressed as Wiseman and
Shepherds took on the stage. The teachers accompanied the children by
singing the Christmas carols. All the students came class-wise and sang
songs of worship and more importantly children of UKG recited Bible
verses proclaiming the birth of Christ for all.
Rev. David Joy brought the Christmas message to the children teaching
them the importance of Rejoicing and being happy, loving those around us
and leading a peaceful life.
Cake and sweaters were given to all the children yet another Christmas
gone by filled with happiness and fond memories.
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Happenings during the Month of December 2014
Annika Emora Soans
D/o Mr Rohan G. Soans & Mrs. Lorraine Soans
on 14th Dec 2014
Rhiana Kamath
D/o Mr. Gautam Kamath & Mrs. Naina Pamela Devadatta
on 21st Dec 2014

Mr. Sandeep Vineet Sadananda
S/o Mrs. & Mr. Edward Devaprasad
with
Miss. Pearl Shereen
D/o Mrs & Mr. Sebastian Paramesh
on 21st Dec 2014
Mr. Jackson Vinod Kumar
S/o Mr.& Mrs. Vasanth Kumar
with
Miss. Jonith John
D/o Mrs. Mary Janet & Mr late Harry John
on 28th Dec 2014

Obituary
Mrs. S. Swarnalatha
M/o Mr. Vikash Mohan Raju
passed away on 1st Dec 2014 she was 64 years.
Mrs. Janet John
M/o Mr.P.Jayakiran
passed away on 16th Dec 2014 she was 87 years.
Mr. Melville Prem Kumar
H/o Mrs. Pushpalatha
passed away on 22nd Dec 2014 he was 69 years.
Mr. M.J.V Fredericks
F/o David, Hannah and Diana
passed away on the 2nd of January 2015 in
Brisbane, Australia. He was 81 years.
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Note: Kindly keep the Church office informed in advance about inability to be present for
Scripture passage reading as scheduled.

