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Theme for the Month:

CROSS - A symbol of Healing and Reconciliation
Presbyter-in-charge: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer

CROSS - a symbol of Healing and Reconciliation
CROSS was to be the symbol of shame and defeat, but was transformed to
be a symbol of victory by the act of Christ on the cross and beyond. The
purpose of Christ had been foretold by the prophets; the coming of Christ
was fulfilling of the prophesies and the promises of God - God's promise of
salvation to the world; the process of salvation through the way of healing the
broken bond between the Holy and Almighty God and the sinful human
being.
The wait for the Messiah, the Anointed One, was to experience liberation and
salvation of the people of God. God in all His magnanimity was gracious to
offer salvation to all who believed in Jesus Christ. The work of Christ in this
world was to build the community of God, a community involved in the
ministry of healing, healing through suffering for others, and the symbol of the
cross, a paradigm for all who belong to Christ. Christ calls each one of us to
be an agent of healing by suffering as the Bible says, 'by His strips we are
healed'. Healing in every sense needs a process, and the process is
suffering. As we continue to understand the process of healing, we also need
to understand the concept of reconciliation i.e healing to bring reconciliation
between people, and between people and God. We are also called to be
agents of reconciliation, for we are called for the ministry of reconciliation,
and to be peace makers.
Let us be reconciled to God. The price is already paid for us on the cross. Let
us surrender to our Lord, so that we become instruments in His hands for
building His Kingdom here on earth, the Kingdom of the People of God, a
people liberated, a people reconciled, and a people in the ministry of
reconciliation.
May God bless you all

Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Presbyter-in-charge
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THE GREAT LIFE
“…… Let not your heart be troubled” St. John 14:27
Whenever a thing becomes difficult in personal experience, we are always in the
danger of putting the blame on God, but it is always WE who are in the wrong, not
GOD. There is some perversity somewhere in us that we will not let go; but if we
do let go, everything becomes as clear as day light. If we try to serve two ends i.e.
ourselves and God, there is bound to be perplexity. Our attitude must be one of
complete reliance on God. When once we get there, there is nothing easier than
living the saintly life. Difficulty comes in when we want to usurp the authority of
God for our ends.
At the end of every year, we turn with eagerness to all that God has for the future,
and yet anxiety is sure to arise from remembering the yesterdays. Our present
enjoyment is apt to be checked by the memory of yesterdays' sins and blunders.
But our God is also the God of our yesterdays, and He allows the memory of
them in order to turn the past into a ministry of spiritual culture for the future. God
reminds us of the past lest we get into a shallow security in the present.
“For the Lord will go before you”. This is really a gracious revelation that God will
strengthen us to mend our past failures where we have failed. He will empower
us and He will watch lest things trip us again into failures of the past. God's hand
reaches back to the past and makes a clearing-house for our conscience.
Whenever you obey God, His seal is always that of peace, the witness of an
unfathomable peace which is not natural, but the peace of Jesus.
As we go forth into the coming year, let us not go out with haste. Let it not be in the
haste of impetuous, un-remembering delight, nor with the flight of impulsive
thoughtlessness, but with the patient power of knowing the Almighty, the God of
Israel. Our yesterdays present irreparable things to us, the lost opportunities
which will never return, but God can transform this destructive anxiety into
constructive thoughtfulness for the future.
Leave the irreparable past in His hands and let us step out into the irresistible
future with Him. Let us move boldly for there is a hand above, the Hand of the
Almighty that will lead us and guide us all through till the ends of the earth!
Stanley R. Chellappa
Editor
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Confirmation Sunday, 2015

Every year, we the members, and especially the parents, look forward to this
day when our children – the young girls and boys, come forward to commit
their lives to the Lord. They are instructed and prepared over several weeks by
our Presbyter.
This year, the Confirmation Service was held on January 18, 2015 at the 9 am
Joint Worship Service. This special Service is always a solemn occasion, and
it was so this year as well.
Nine youngsters – three girls and six boys, were confirmed and blessed by our
Moderator, The Most Rev. Dr. G. Dyvasirvadam. The Moderator's message on
the significance of confirmation and its relevance today was very inspiring and
informative for both the confirments and the congregation.

Confirmation Students of 2015
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REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS
Our Presbyter, Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer hoisted the National Flag and the
Republic Day special Worship Service was held thereafter in the Church.
The 66th Republic Day was celebrated with much gaiety and patriotism at St.
Andrew's School, Siddapura.
The day started with the hoisting of the National Flag and distribution of sweets,
after which the senior students participated in the Coloring Competition specially
organized for them. With topics like 'Your Clean City', 'Celebrations at School on
Republic Day' that were given to them, the children connected their thoughts to
canvas like magic.
After the prize distribution and a delicious brunch, the students left with yet another
memorable Republic Day.
We thank our Presbyter, Rev Sanjay Samuel Ayer, the Pastorate Committee
members, and the members of our church, who encouraged and helped us with
their support and prayers.
Alexandrina and Becky
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Happenings during the Month of January 2015
Mr. Nathan Luke Maben
S/o Mr. Emmanuel Preetham Maben & Mrs. Ritu Lavina
Maben on 11th Jan 2015

Mr. Desmond Sunil
S/o Mr. Francis & Mrs. Helen Mary
with
Miss. Jane Samatha
D/o Mr. David Soans & Mrs. Vimalakshi Soans
on 26th Jan 2015

Obituary
Evelyn Rose Soans
M/o Mrs. Shirin Salis
passed away on 27th January 2015, she was 82 years.
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Note: Kindly keep the Church office informed in advance about inability to be present for
Scripture passage reading as scheduled.

