August 2015
“EQUIPPING CONGREGATION IN GOD’S MISSION”

Theme for the Month: Sacraments
Presbyter-in-charge: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer

SACRAMENTS
The understanding of the Protestant Church is that, the Sacraments are an
outward and visible sign of the invisible grace. Religious rites that are accepted
as Sacraments in the Protestant tradition are two, but in the Catholic tradition,
there are seven rites. The two Sacraments in the Protestant tradition are
Baptism and the Lord's Supper or the Eucharist. Church has always been a means
to promote better living and harmony among individuals. Every event or a
religious practice should be aimed at focusing on people to live better lives and
to create harmonious relationships. Sacraments affirm our faith in God, and
motivate us to live and die for a cause, and help build the lives of others.
Baptism invites us to be in the flock of Christ, challenging us to lead a moral and

a value-based life; dying to our old-self, and living as a new creation; living not
only for oneself but carrying a cross, and following in the footsteps of Christ,
which is sacrifice, compassion, and love for others.
The Lord's Supper invites us to partake in the Body and Blood of Christ, which by

itself is a Symbol of Sacrifice and Purity. Every believer who partakes in this
Sacrament is called to offer himself/herself as part of the body of Christ. This
means that each follower has to live a life of purity, and live for Christ in order
to build the Kingdom of God beyond all barriers and identities, and beyond all
reasons, which divide human society. Christ came into the word to make us all
One, to reconcile us with God, and help us reconcile with one another. In the
present situation, where war and hatred is on the increase because of religious
intolerance, may the Sacraments remind us to be peacemakers in this world.
May the Sacraments become a part of our life, and remind us of our calling to
live for Christ, and challenge us to draw closer to Him, to profess, and to be His
witnesses here on earth.
May God bless you in this your journey of faith
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Presbyter-in-charge
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RIGHT CHOICES IN OUR LIFE
'Give your servant a discerning heart... to distinguish between right and
wrong.' 1 Kings 3:9 NIV
Choices - they're the determining factor in how our life turns out. When
Solomon came to the throne as a young man, he prayed for wisdom to
make the right choices in his life. We can find several examples and
instances in the lives of great many a people, how their right or wrong
choices contributed to the changes in their lives. So, let us keep in mind
that in the end, 'the choice you make, makes you.' Some of us make life
harder by making bad choices; others move through life more easily
because they make good choices. The truth is, you don't always get what
you want but you always live with the consequences of your choices.

The choices reveal who we really are. Theologian HP Liddon observed:
'What we do on some great occasion will probably depend on what we
already are; and what we are will be the result of previous years of selfdiscipline.'
The higher we rise, the more difficult our choices become. The very
same wise king Solomon, who chose to begin with wisdom, sadly in his
later life made the wrong choice and chose women who turned his heart
away from God (1 Kings 11:4). Look at the life of Samson, how sad his life
became because of his bad choices in his life
Our choices change us for good or evil. Once we make a choice, we
become a servant of that choice. It impacts our life, and often on the lives
of others. CS Lewis said: 'Every time you make a choice you are turning
the central point of you, the part… that chooses, into something a little
different from what it was before'. And taking your life as a whole, with all
your innumerable choices, you are slowly turning this central thing either
into a heavenly creature or a hellish creature.'
So, we must learn to make our choices prayerfully and wisely. Hard times
don't make us, but they reveal us!
Stanley R. Chellappa
Editor
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Bishop Rt. Rev. William Karl

100 Years
Birthday Special Thanksgiving Service
11th July 2015
The Special Thanksgiving Service to honour Rt.
Rev. William V. Karl, who celebrated his 100th
birthday on the 11th of July, 2014, was held in our
Church, on the 22nd of July, 2015. The
Moderator and the Officers of the Synod,
Bishops from the Dioceses of the Church of
South India, our Bishop, Officers and Senior
Presbyters of our Diocese, our Presbyter,
Pastorate Committee and Senior Members of
our Church, friends and family members of
Bishop Karl, graced the occasion. It was a
beautiful and a short Holy Communion Service.
Our Moderator brought God's message and
greetings. Bishop Karl was honoured by the
Synod, our Diocese, AF&P Board, St. Andrew's
Church, Bishops, Presbyters, and friends.
It was indeed a great privilege and honor for St.
Andrew's that this Special Service was held in
our Church. Bishop Karl is a member of our
Church. Late Mrs. Lily Karl was a member of our
Pastorate Committee in the nineteen sixties, and
was very much involved in our Women's
Fellowship. Their children Manu, Prem &
Pauline, and Suresh, all grew up at St. Andrew's,
attended our Sunday School, the Youth
Fellowship, and all were confirmed in our church,
and also married, except for Suresh!
Our loving respectful regards and prayers to
Bishop Karl, and his family.

Bishop Karl with his Late wife Mrs. Lily
Karl were regular worshipers in St.
Andrew’s Church.
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Discipleship-The Blessed Way of Life
It is facilitating to note that the word 'disciple' and 'discipline' comes from the
same Latin word 'discipulus' which means to follow or to learn unceasingly.
Closely read, it suggests that there is a sense of discipline in being disciples of
Christ. It is very hard to identify and categorise such religiosity. Set doctrines,
ways of expressing faith, set religious practices give way to a relational
affirmation of faith. Such discipleship is marked by a remarkable characteristic
of the blessed way of life. St John12:20-26 speaks about the "Greeks" making
a surprising entry. They are curious and want to "see" Jesus. Almost nothing is
said about them or why they ask Philip or why Philip asks Andrew rather than
going directly to Jesus. They approached Philip, probably because he was from
Bethsaida, which bordered their own Gentile towns, and because Philip was
probably bilingual and spoke the Greek language. "Sir," they said to Philip, "we
would like to see Jesus". (V21)
Why then did the Greeks desire to see Jesus? We understand that seeking of
blessing was one of the most crucial aspects of being a disciple in the early
social world. The call, the cost and the commitment of discipleship would need
to start with the intense desire to seek blessing. Our liturgies of Baptism,
Confirmation, Ordination and Consecration centres on blessing. There is a
beautiful sense of warmth and protection in the word 'blessing'. We see the
same intense desire of the Greeks who sought to “see” Jesus to be blessed, not
in the monetary sense, but rather to lay one's heart open to the Divine Heart in
whatever expressions possible. The desire to be Christ's disciples, if it does not
pass the test of blessing, becomes greed. And that is why, disciples, the
seekers of blessing, are in the danger of interpreting blessing to quench their
greed. Translated properly, the Greeks say, “Sir, we have an intense desire to
see Jesus'. St. Augustine beautifully puts it, thus: “O Lord, our hearts are
restless until they rest in thee”. May our desire to be blessed as disciples be a
restless commitment to follow the blessed way of life.
Rev. Dr. Allan Samuel Palanna
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The Bangalore Men's Ensemble
th

(The Gospel Revival Hour Singers Commemorating 28 year of
faithfulness in Singing His Glory)

Presents

“THE MELODIES OF PRAISE”

(A Thanksgiving Choral Concert of Sacred Music)
Featuring:
St. Andrew's Church Choir
St. Mark's Cathedral Choir
East Parade Malayalam Church Choir
CSI Kothanur Church Choir
The Noel Opus, Madurai
The Resoniq, Bangalore
rd

Sunday the 23 August 2015 - 06:15 pm
St. Andrew's Church, Cubbon Road, Bangalore.
All are cordially invited to attend with your family and friends!
For details contact 7259232641
Email: gospelrevivalhoursingers@gmail.com

Admission is free
55

Happenings during the Month of July 2015

Mrs. Lavina Mathew
D/o Late Mrs. Hanna Prince and Mr. S. B Prince
W/o Mr. Thomas Mathew aged 63yrs.
Elder sister of Mrs. Nancy Shetty and Diana
Prince. Passed away on 16th of July 2015.

Prayer for the Nation

Our Father and Our God, we praise You for Your goodness to our nation, giving
us blessings far beyond what we deserve. Yet we know all is not right with our
Country. We deeply need a moral and spiritual renewal to help us meet the many
problems we face. Convict us of sin. Help us to turn to You in repentance and
faith. Set our feet on the path of Your righteousness and peace. We pray today
for our nation's leaders. Give them the wisdom to know what is right, and the
courage to do it." May this be a new era for India, as we humble ourselves and
acknowledge You alone as our Savior and Lord. This we pray in Your holy name,
Amen.
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Calendar for the Month of August 2015

*02nd August
1st Sunday

Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service
09th August
2nd Sunday
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

Theme - Mission: Sharing God's Pain
10th Sunday in Pentecost
Mission Sunday
Preacher: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Celebrants: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
and Rev. Dr. Allan Palanna

Joint Worship Service
*(Holy Communion Service)

Isaiah 06: 01 - 08
Acts 09: 10 - 18
St. Luke 10: 01 - 11

Mr. Heinzsten Raj Peter
Miss. Alexandrina Namrata
Mr. Prashanth Arawatigi
Preacher: Dr. John Vasumithra

Theme - Honour Marriage
11th Sunday in Pentecost
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Kannada
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
English
Malachi 02: 13 - 16
Mrs. Rose Walters
I Corinthians 13: 01 - 14
Mr. Dominic Maben
St. Mark 10: 02 - 09

9:00 a.m.

6:15 p.m.

8:15 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

Mrs. Dina Prabhakar (E)
Mrs. Yvonne Kotian (K)

Evening Service

Conducted by the Youth Fellowship

6:15 p.m.

15th August
Saturday

Theme: Communal Harmony
Independence Day

8:00 a.m

Theme - Baptism: Dying and Rising up with Christ
12th Sunday in Pentecost

*16th August
3rd Sunday

Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer

Kannada
*(Holy Communion Service)

Old Testament
Epistle

Rev. Dr. David Joy
Genesis 07: 11 - 24
Romans 06: 01 - 14

English
Mr. Jim Kevin Watson
Mr. Jose Kalliath

St. John 12: 20 - 26

Mr. L. A. Watsa (E)
Mr. Godwin Jathanna (K)

Gospel
*Evening Service

23rd August
4th Sunday
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

Evening Service

30th August
5th Sunday
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel
Evening Service

Preacher: Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
*(Holy Communion Service)
Theme - Sacrament of Holy Qurbana (Holy Sacrifice)
13th Sunday in Pentecost
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Kannada
Rev. Dr. Christopher Doraisingh
English
II Kings 04: 42 - 44
Mr. Rupert Samuel
I Corinthians 11: 23 - 30
Mr. Godfrey Soans
Mr. John Sudhir Wilson (E)
St. John 06: 15 - 59
Mrs. Chandrakanthi Bangera (K)
Bible Study
A Thanksgiving Choral Concert of Sacred Music - "The Melodies of Praise"
The Bangalore Men’s Ensemble & other featured choirs

Theme - Plurality: Common Humanity and Faith Sharing
14th Sunday in Pentecost
Rev. Daniel Vijay Kumar
Kannada
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
English
Jonah 04: 01 - 11
Mrs. Madhu Susheel
Acts 08: 26 - 40
Mrs. Molly Samuel
Dr. J. Flemingson Lazarus (E)
St. Matthew 22: 01 - 14
Mrs. Nirmala Pallat (K)
Mrs. Prema Edward

Note: Kindly keep the Church office informed in advance about inability to be present for
Scripture passage reading as scheduled.

8:15 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

6:15 p.m.

8:15 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

4:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.

8:15 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

6:15 p.m.

