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Rejoice! The Lord is near
The world is moving ahead in this New Age of technology and speed. Many innovations
and creativity has led us into the pace and speed like never before, helping us to reach
the ends of the world faster and reach people with lightning speed. This connect has
enhanced our ability to meet or reach people in different parts of the world to come
together, to bring in the technology for connectivity, medical innovations for healing,
sharing information, and the use of intellectual faculty for the larger benefit of society.
At the same time, this age has left a huge void in the lives of people leading to loneliness,
depression, harassment, hatred, selfishness and violence. The most awful experience
people are going through in this age of connectivity is being lonely, and not being
accepted. People are connected, but only virtually, and not in reality.
It is in this context, Christmas brings meaning to the lost, the least, and the lonely. The
Saviour of the World, the Almighty, the Word of God became alive in flesh – an amazing
expression of God's love in the birth of the Messiah, an epitome of love, love that comes
down to meet us, to identify with us in our loneliness, in our sorrow, in our
homelessness, and in our struggle to be accepted in a society with its own pace and
speed. The Lord as Emmanuel is a promise fulfilled - the Lord to be near us in all our
struggles, and the Lord who journeys with us all through our life.
This year has been a very eventful and a momentous one for us all at St .Andrew's, for we
have all been part of this historic moment, the Sesquicentennial Year of our church.
I would in all humility, place on record my appreciation to all of you for your
overwhelming response and contribution to the restoration of this wonderful jewel of
a monument, The St. Andrew's Church Building. It is with a deep sense of gratitude to
God that I thank you all for your commitment and sense of responsibility in beautifying
this piece of art; the painting and the lighting have only added splendour to the already
beautiful structure. The detailed work of restoring the stain-glass on the ventilators
have enhanced the monumental value; the paved blocks for the roads around the
church have also given the much needed relief to move around safely, and also in
becoming more eco- conscious. All our efforts and contributions will never go in vain,
for we have all done this to beautify the House of the Lord. The church is receiving more
visitors and they are seeking guided-tours around the church, which is indeed a feather
in our cap!
May we all, as the family of St. Andrew's, be proud of our church, and yet be humble to be
an inclusive community to reflect the love of Christ in all our endeavours.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2015!
May God bless you
Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer
Presbyter-in-charge
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REDEEM THE TIME BECAUSE THE DAYS ARE EVIL
'Time and tide wait for no man'. 'Opportunity never knocks the door twice'. 'A stitch
in time saves nine'. 'Procrastination is the thief of time'. These are a few secular
sayings on the importance of time and its keeping. No wonder time is so precious in
our lives. Human lives are expressed in terms of total time they live in this world and
how they live during that time.
Time is the great gift God has given us. There is always a danger of knowingly or
unknowingly taking it for granted, not really bother much about it at times, or think
of the mercy shown to us by God by granting us time to live in this world productively
every second, minute, hours, days or years of our life.
Time should never be wasted, but used to the best advantage - how much good we
can do for God and others. It is not true that we can make up lost time - lost time is
gone for ever.
We do not know how long we have; so, let us live as if this day is our last. James 4:1317 says, 'What is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then
vanishes away. Life is fleeting; day will soon be gone and we will pass away; so teach
us Lord to know your will that we may choose our ways rightly according to your will'.
As we start the New Year, let us give our life a new direction. It is not enough to wipe
the slate clean; we must put something on it - with you at the center, your life
sketched with the right choices.
Stanley Jones in his book “Abundant Living” declares: “Put your hand in the hand of
God as you start the New Year. Then the new year will be a fresh adventure every
morning and a quiet benediction every night. You will be alive in every portion of your
being. Then you will be aware of God and man”.
“When as a child I laughed and wept, time crept;
When as a youth I dreamt and talked, time walked;
When I became a full-grown man, time ran;
When older still I daily grew, time flew;
Soon shall I find in travelling on, time gone and face eternity begun;
Time done”.
A lawyer who was in one of our meetings said to a friend, 'I have had my insides
sandpapered to day'. All of us need our insides sandpapered by the sandpaper of
discipline to make us burnished and fit. As some one put it, 'The church faces a
generation which is trying to drink its way to prosperity, war its way to peace, spend
its way to wealth, and enjoy its way to heaven'. In the words of Wesley the master
user of time, who said, 'Never be unemployed and never be triflingly employed'.
Your capacity to say NO determines your capacity to say YES. You have to say NO to
lesser things in order to say YES to greater things. Life depends upon elimination as
well as upon decision of a suitable choice.
Let's ask Lord to help us appreciate the value of time. May we wisely invest our
seconds, minutes, hours and days, for beyond time, lies eternity.
May God bless us and keep us!
Stanley R. Chellappa
Editor
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A Special evening of songs ‘STUTHI SANJE’
by Stuthi @ Andrews and Shaffer Memorial Church was held on Sunday,
November 2014

2nd of
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An Evening of Pipe Organ Music with Roger Lowther
Organized by St. Andrew's Church, New City Fellowship and Integrated Arts
Movement

An Evening of Classical Guitar with Yogi
Ponappa
was organised by International Arts & Music
Society along with St. Andrew's Church on
Sunday 23rd of November 2014
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Arcus
Presented by St. Andrew’s Church Sunday School on Saturday, November 22nd 2014
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Sesquicentennial commemorative ornamental font and stone being unveiled by
Rev. Dr. Daniel Ratnakara Sadananda, General Secretary, CSI and
Presbyter-in-charge, Rev. Sanjay Samuel Ayer.
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List of Members who have attained 70 years
Mr. Joseph Livingstone Rajeeva, Mr. S. Vijayakumar, Mr. Martin Peter, Mr. Samuel Immanuel Prince, Mr.
Christa Bhakta Karkada, Mrs. ShobhaSharathKumari, Mr. Noel George VinayaKunder, Mr. Augustine
Luther Maben, Mrs. Amita Kumar, Mrs. D. Helen Rajamani and Dr. Helen Pramila Samuel.
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Happenings during the Month of November 2014
Mr. Lohith Raj S. N
S/o Mrs. & Mr. Nagaraj
with
Miss. Rashmi Ranjitha Rangayya
D/o Mrs. & Mr. Naveen Rangayya on 9th Nov 2014

Obituary
Mr. Joseph Devaraj (aged 75 years)
Brother of Late Rev. Benjamin Dorairaj died on 8th Nov 2014

Mrs. Annie Furtado (aged 76 years)
W/o Late Christy Furtado and the elder sister of
Mr. A.C.Heri, died on 14th Nov 2014.

Mrs. & Mr. Emmanuel Kristhasharan Thiodore
Mrs. & Mr. David Harshavardhan Bethapadi
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